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INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE. 



CAPTAIN CLUTTERBUCK, TO THE 
BEV. DE DRYASDUST. 

Dear Sir, 
I READILY accept of, and wply to the d- 
vilities with which you have been pleased 
to honour me in your obliging letter, and 
^entirely agree with your quotation, of 
** Quam banum et quamjucundum" We 
jnay indeed esteem ourselves as come of 
,the same family, or, according to our coun- 
.try proverb, as being all one man's bairns ; 
and there needed no apology on your part, 
reverend and dear sir, for demanding of 
me any information which I may be able 
to supply respecting the subject of your 
▼OL. I. a 
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11 INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE. 

curiosity. The interview which you al- 
lude to took place in the course of last 
winter, and is so deeply imprinted on ijpy 
recollection, that it requires no effort to 
collect all its most minute details. 

You are aware that the share which I 
had in introducing the Romance, called l^ 

The Monastery, to public notice, has 
given measort of character in thelita:ature 
of our Scotti^ metropolis. I no kmger 
stand in the outer shop of our biblio- 
polists, bargaining for the objects of my 
curiosity with an unrespective shop-lad, 
hustled among boys who come to buy 

girls cheapening a penny-worth of Tpapee, 
but am cordiaUy welcomed by the blbUo- 
polist himself, with, ** Fray, walk into die 
back-shop, Captain. Boy, get a dMit for 
Captain Clutterbuek. There is the news- 
paper, Captfun— •to-day's paper — or here 
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IKtllOOtjeTOllY tenstLE. iii 

is thd hst ti&w irwk-^ha'e is a folder^ 
make frM with the leaves^ or put it Sii 
yout pocket and oarty it hc^6 ; or We will 
make i bookseller of youi sir, you shall 
have it at trade prioe*'' Or^ perhaps, if it 
is the worthy trader's owii publioation, 
bis liberality may eten extend itself to^^ 
^ Never mind booking snch a trifle to 
fou, sir^lt is an over-4opy4 PAiry, men- 
tion the wotk to yonr Uterary A^iends.'' 
I say nothing of the siiug well^selected 
literary party arranged arotind ft tnrboC, 
leg of flve^year^ld mnttori, Oi sotne snch 
gear, or of the cireulsftion of a qtii^t bottl6 
of Robert Coekbdili's ehoicest blaek«-M>r 
perhaps of his best biue^ to qtiicken otir 
tsAk about old books, or 6nt plans for Aew 
ones. AA these are eomforts r^^rf ed to 
Mcb as are freemen of the <^i^ratioAt of 
letters, <cnd I have the advanloige of enjoy- 
ing iibe6tk id p^rfeetion. 
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But all things change under the sun ; 
and it is with no ordinary feelings of re- 
gret, that, in my annual visits to the me- 
tropolis, I now miss the social and worm- 
hearted welcome of the quick-witted and 
kindly friend who first introduced me to 
the public, who hadmore original wit than 
would have set up a dozen of professed 
sayers of good things, and more racy hu- 
mour than would have made the fortune 
pfas many more. To this great deprivation 
has been added, I trust for a time only^ the 
loss of another bibUopplical friend, whose 
vigorous intellect, and liberal ideas, have 
not only rendered his n&tive country the 
mart of her own literature, but establish- 
ed there a Court of Letters, which must 
command respect, even from those most 
inclined to dissent from many of its ca- 
pons. The effect of these changesf, opera* 
ted in a great measure by the strong sense 



INTRODUCTORY EPISTLE. V 

and sagacious calculationsof an individual, 
who knew how to avail himself, to an un- 
hoped«.for extent, of the various kinds of 
talent which his country produced, will 
probably appear more clearly to the gene* 
ration which shall follow the present 

I entered the shop at the Cross, to< 
inquire after the health of my worthy 
friend, and learned with satisfiiction that 
his residence in the south had abated 
the rigour of the symptoms of his disor- 
der. Availing myself, then, of the privi- 
leges to which I have alluded, I strolled 
onwards in that labyrinth of small dark 
rooms, or crypts^ to speak our own an- 
tiquarian language, which form the ex- 
tensive back-settlements of that celebra- 
ted publishing house. Yet, as I proceed- 
ed from one obscure recess to another, 
filled^ some of them with old volumes, 
some with such as, from the equality of 



ik^ nvk om tb« sheWes^ I suspected to 
hf^ \\», le9s. asiletMe ndodem books o£ the 
(»fieeTU$ I could net help feeling a holy 
horvpr cg^eep upoa me, when I tliought of 
th^ lisk of intrading on some eestatic bard 
giviog veiit to his poetieal fury ; or, it 
m^ kie^ im <Jie ^ bmbc temidable 
pirivaioy of a bwdi 9S cntie% m the act of 
woRvyiQ^ tile, game whieh thej bad just 
n)9 down. In sudi a supposed case« I felt. 
hy antidpatioA the bcmiois of the H^« 
land seen^ whom tbek gift of Deutero&i 
copy (^Dinpels to witness things unmeet 
forxnoitaL e^ie ;^ and who^ to use ibf^ cx?^ 
pvessioQ of GoUhWi. 



■ . ." hearties^ oft, like moody mjuin^ss, stare^ 
To lee the phantom train their secret vork prepare.** 



fSitiU» howevfii^ tiie irvesistible impul». 
of an undefined euriosity jdrove m^ em 
through tihusiiecession of darksome nhaniN* 
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hetB, tiHi, like the jeweller of Ddln in the 
house of the magidm Bemiaskaf, I at 
length readied a viiaked ro6in» dedicited 
to secreey and siienoe, and beheld» seated 
by a lamp, and eknployed in reading a 
blotted revi^r fhd person, or perhaps I 
should rather say the Eidolon, or Repre^ 
sentative ViiH<Hi^ df the Authoif of Wa- 
verley ! Yoit will not be sui^rised at the 
filial instkicfc which enabled me at onoe to 
acknowledge the features borne by this 
Venerable apparitibn^ and that I at once 
bended the knee, with the classical salu- 
tation of, Salve, magne parens ! The vi- 
sion, however, cut me short, by pointing 
to a seat, and intimating that riiy pre- 
sence was not unexpected,^ and that he 
had something to say to me. 

I sate down with humble obedience, 
and endeavoured to note the features of 
him With whom I now found myself so 
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unexpectedly in society. But on this 
point I can give your reverence no satis- 
faction ; for, besides the obscurity of the 
apartment, and the fluttered state of my 
own nerves, I seemed to myself over- 
whelmed by a sense of filial awe, which 
prevented my noting and recording what 
it is probable the personage before me 
might most desire to have concealed. In- 
deed, his figure was sp closely veiled and 
wimpled, either with a mantle, morn- 
ing-gown, or some such loose garb, that 
the verses of Spenser niight well have 
been applied— 



^' Yet« certes^ by her face and physnomy. 
Whether she man or woman only were. 
That could not any creature well descry. 



M 



I must, however, proceed as I have be- 
gun, to apply the masculine gender ; for, 
notwithstanding very ingenious reasons. 
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and indeed' something like positive evi- 
dence, have been ojBfered to prove the Au- 
thor of Waverley to be two ladies of ta- 
lent — I abide by the general opinion, that 
he is of the rougher sex. There are in 
his writings too many things 



<c 



Quffi maribufl sola tribxiuntur/' 



to permit me to entertain any doubt on 
that subject. I will proceed, in the man- 
ner of dialogue to repeat as nearly as I 
can what passed betwixt us, only obser- 
ving, that in the course of the conversa- 
tion, my timidity imperceptibly gavB 
way under the familiarity of his address ; 
and, latterly, I perhaps argued with fiilly 
as much confidence as was beseeming. 

AtUhor of Waverley. I was willing to 
see you. Captain Clutterbuck, being the 
person of my family whom I have iriost 
regard for, since the death of .Jedediah 
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Cleishbotlmm ; and^I am afiraid I may 
bave done yon some wroag^ in assignii^ 
to you the Monastary as a portaon of my 
eflfeets. 1 have some thoughts of making 
it up to y ou^ by naming you godfather to 
this yet unborn babe^he indicated the 
proof-sheet with his finger) — ^But first, 
touching The Monastery — ^How says the 
world~you are abroad, «)d can learn ? 

Captam Clutterhiek. Hem! hem! The 
inquiry is delicateN^I have not heard any 
complaints from the Publishers. 

Author. That is the j^incipal matter ; 
bat yet an indiffiirsnt ifork is sometimes 
lowed on by those which bave left har« 
bomr befcM-e it» with the breeze in thdr 
poop;. What say the Critics ? 

Captam. Th^re is a general*«^fie«ling— 
timt 1^ White Lady is no &vourite. 

Anther. I think she is a failure myself; 
but rather in execution than concepticMi. 
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Co«ild I h«re evokcA an etfritfiUet^ at 
tbe s^me timefiavtastieaiidintcrcsting, e»- 
pricioud andkind ; a sort of wildfire of the 
deoieiits. i»utti b,r BO fixed ki», or mo. 
tives. of action ; faithful and fond^ yet teas- 
ing and unoertaaiaK**---* 

Cofptnru If yoa will pardon tbe mter« 
rnpticm^ sir, I thmk you are describing a 
pretty womajBL 

Avih9n On. my wovd, I b^eve I an. 
I must invesre my efementary spkits witb 
a liitlfi binoani flesh and bli9od-*«*tiiey are 
teb' fiiM^dnmrn fbv tiae present taste of the 
puUie. 

Captaivu They olgeell too^ that die ob- 
J9et> of yeur Nixie ought to have been 
maoe anifemly noble — her ducking the 
priest was no naiad-like amusement. 

Author. Ah } they ought to idlow ibr 
tbe eaprioios^of what is after all but a- bet- 
ter sort of gobfin. The bath into which 

19 



Xn INTRODUCTOaY EPISTLE. 

• 

Ariel, the most delicate creatioii of Shake- 
speare's imagination, seduces our jolly 
friend Trinculo, was not of amber or rose-^ 
water. . But no one shall find me rowing 
against the stream. I care not who knows 
it — ^I write for the public amusement ; 
and though I never will aim at popular- 
ity by what I think unworthy means, I 
wilt not, on the other hand, be pertina- 
cious in the defence of my own errors 
gainst the voice of the public. 

Captain. Tou abandon then, in the pre- 
sent work_(looking in my turn towards 
the proof-sheet) — ^the mystic, and the ma- 
gical^ and the whole system of signs, won- 
ders, and omens ? There are no dreams, 
or presages, or obscure allusions to future 
events ? 

Author. Not a Cock-lane scratch, my 
son — not one bounce on the drum of 
T^ worth — ^not so much as the poor tick 
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of a solitary death-watch in the wains- 
coat. All is dear and ab^ve board — a 
Scotch metaphysician might believe every 
word of it. 

Captain. And the story is, I hope, na- 
tural and probable ; commencing striking- 
ly, proceeding naturally, ending happUy, 
like the course of a famed river which 
gushes from the mouth of some obscure 
and romantic grotto — ^then gliding on, ne- 
ver pausing, never precipitating, visiting, 
as it were by natural instinct, whatever 
worthy subjects of interest are presented 
by the country through which it passes — 
widening and deepening in interest as it 
flows on ; and at length arriving^ at the 
final catastrophe as at some mighty ha- 
ven, where ships of all kinds strike sail 
and yard. 

Author. Hey ! hey ! what the deuce is 
all this ? Why 'tis Erdes' vein, and ; it 
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would lequiie some ofne much more like 
Hercules thftii me, to produce a storf 
which should gush, and g}ide, and never 
pause, and visit, and widen, and deepen, 
and all the rest on't I should be chin- 
deep in the grave, man, before I w^ d<»ie 
with my task $ and, in the meanwhile, all 
the quirks and quiddits which I might 
have devised for my reader's amusement^ 
would lie rotting in my gizzard, like San- 
dio^s suppressed witticisms when he was 
under his master's displeasure. There ne* 
ver was a novel written on this plan while 
the world stood. 

. Captain. Pardon me^— Tom Jones. 
Author. Tme, and peihaps Amelia aU 
so. Fielding had high nodons of the dig« 
nity of an art which he njay be consiiicsr- 
ed as having founded. He challenges a 
comparis(m between the Novel imd the 
Epdc Smollett, Le Sage, and others^ 
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Miancipating tiiemselr^i from ths strict- 
ness of the rules be has laid down, haye 
written rather a history of the miscet 
laneouis adventures which befall tm in^ 
dividual in the course of life, than the 
plot of a regular and connected epopeia, 
where every step brings us a point neamr 
to the final catastrophe. These great mas- 
ters have been satisfied if they amused the 
reader upon the road, though the condu- 
sibh only arrived because the tale must 
have an end, just as the traveller alights 
at the inn because it is ev^ng* 

Captain. A very commodious mode of 
travelling, for the aqthor &t least In short, 
sir, you are of opinion with Bayes,— 
** What the devil does the plot isigaify, 
except to bring in fine things ?'' 

Author. Grant that I were so, and that 
I should write with sense and spirit a feit 
scenes, unlaboured and loosely put toge*- 
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ther, but which had sufficient interest in 
them to amuse in one comer the pain of 
body ; in another, to relieve anxiety of 
mind ; in a third pkee, to un wrinkle a 
brow bent Mdth the fiurows of daily toil ; 
in another, to fill the place of bad thoughti^ 
<nr to suggest better ; in yet another, to 
induce an idler to study the histoiy oihiB 
country ; in all, save where the perusal in- 
terrupted the discharge of serious duties, 
to fiimish harmless amusement,— 'might 
not the author of sudi. a work, however 
inartificially executed, plead for his errors 
and negligences the excuse of the skve 
.who was about to be punished for having 
spread the false report of a victory, — 
*^ Am I to blame, O Athenians, who have 
given you one happy day ?*' 

Captain. Will your goodness permit me 
to. mention an anecdote of. n^y excellmt 
grandmother ? 
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Author. I see littleshe caii bar^ to do 
with the subject^ Caf^tain Clutfcerbvei:. 

Captain. It ma(y oome into our dia^ 
logae on Bayes's plan. The sagacious old 
lady, rest her soul, was a good friend to 
the cfaurdi, and oould never hear a mi- 
nister maligned by evil tongues, without 
taking his part warmly* There was oqe 
fixed point, however, at which she always 
abandoned the cause of her revereiKl pro* 
tegi^i was so soon as she learned he had 
preached a regular sermon against slan-r 
derers and backbiters. 

Amihor. And what is tiiiat to. the pur* 
pose ? 

Captain. Only that I hate faeaid ^ngit 
iieers say, that one may betray the weak 
point to the enemy, by too mudi psten^ 
tation of fortiiying it. 

Author. And, once more I pitiy» what 
is that to the purpose ? 

VOL. I. b 
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X Ciq)tain^ Nay then, without faithac me- 
taphor, I am afraid this new production/ 
in which ymuf gesMno^ty seems willing to 
give me aome conGem, . will stand mueh 
in need of apolc^y, since you think pnM 
per to hegin your defence before the casd 
is on trial. The story is hastily huddled 
up, I will Tehture a pint of claret. 

Author. A pint of port, I suppose you 
mean ? 

Captain* I say of claret — good claret of 
the Monastery, Ah, sir, would you. but 
take the advice of your friends* and try 
to 46®^!^^ ^t least one-half of the public 
favour you have met with, we might ai^ 
drink Tokay ! . j 

Author. I care not what I drink, m 
4he liquor be wholesome. 

Captain. Care for your reputation theft 
i— for- your feme. . 

Author. My fame?'--^! vfiil answer you 



\ 
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as 4 v^ry ingenibu»,^at^i and e^tperienoed 
friend, when counsel for thettdtorioii^ 
Jem MaeCbti);: replied to tBe 0{^osite 
43ide of the fcfar, when tlieylidd* weight t>n 
his client's > refusing to ' ^^er ^^frtah'k 
tfii^riei^, which th^y said any tntt whahad 
"are^UHl for ^ his teptitatioit would not he^ 
sitate to teply to. ** My-dierit,^said he— ^ 
•by the way, Jem was slanding^behiiid Mitt 
^t the time;, apd-a rich soeneibwas^-^^ ii so 
•unfoftui^te as to have ho. regard ibr hilk 
-reputation ; and I should dqal vety uncar^- 
4lidly witlr tile Cdtirt, should I stiy lie had 
any that was worth his attention.'*^ I am, 
though ft&m very different reiteons, in 
Jem's happy state of iridi£[&rence^ L^ 
fame follow thosQ who haveia substahtia^l 
shape. A shad^w^nd ah Impersonal au. 
thor is nothing better— can cast no shad^. 
'0aptmn. Y<3W ^^^ not now, perh&pA, 
■480 nfnpefsonal as- heretofore.^ 'Hiese-Lrel- 



9CX INTAOPUerORY EPI8TI.B. 



tai« t» the l^l^io^ fgr ^ U»iv«ntty <ir 



Mim IMiew the Wit, gteiu^ md ddir 
fian^ of Ibe fuitlH^r* wbi<& I lieortily wSi^b 
jtoaoe eng^go^ on & sutged; of mi^re kbr 
part»ii«e; mA^ihem, be«de<, tll«t the pi^ 
MTvation of my ^amctor of Mde^g^mfo b98 
£iigiged early taltolt in the 4iieq$m>ti of 
a euriom question of evidboee. Bot a 
ompep. liowever mgmiioifely pleided^ is 
not th€9refi»^ gained* You may lemcM^ 
Jj^er^ the oeatly^wjroagbt diain of cifeuni^ 
Btantiid evidenee; so ortifidaUy brought 
.forward to prove Sir Phi% Francis's tide 
to the lifters <^ Jjuni^ia, seesoed at first 
irrefragable ; yet tlie infliienee of th£i reiu 
soniBg has passed awBy^ sod Juitiuo^ ift 
the g^ieral opinion^ is as okudb tolraown 
aserer. But on this aulgect I witttlot be 
soothed or provoked ioto sAy iof^ one imnrd 
more* To say who laai not, would be 



one «t<^ tdwdi^ ^Mj^ibg a»d 

a$ t d^ism not, atiy more thftft a eertakf 

the noise or report stk^ thlffgft make 1ft 
the worlds I slu^ coatimie to be^silent oc^ 
a subject, vUek^ Jik toy o^pisiatki ui/very 
undeserving the rout that has been^ made 
about if, end st3I nior^ vsxwotihf:c£Hxi 
serious employment of such itigenuity as 
hm been disphv^ed by the young letter^ 
writeiL 

Captain. But aQovrinjg, my dew sir» 
that you ctffe not for your perskmiBl repu- 
tation^ or for that of any literary peraen 
upon irhosie^ shoulders your fiinltA may 
be vbited, allow ma to say, that common 
gl^atiti;^ to the puUi^ who haveseowred 
yoa 80 kindly, and ta the ciitics» who have 
treated ycni m Itniendyy ought to kiduce 
you to bestow more pains cKi yam story. 
' Anik&r. I do entreat jroiu^ my som, as 



Dr J^bnsoii .^cmld hwe iwd, *' fxeejfmt 
voin^ irgm ctwit'' (For :t^ en^l^s^ they 
lukYe'tbeir biii^itieWj. nnd I wii^.; as the 
nursery provetb^goes---* 

^ tliie chfldren in Holland take pleasure in making ' 
lyiuietke dlildrtn in Btqriasd take p^^ 

, ii^." ;. 

i 4un t^eir humble jackall^ itoe biisy iix 
pffoviiding food for them, to have tkne for 
eons&Aesmg whether they swallow car rejeof 
it. — To the public, I stand pretty iieaiiy 
hi the relation of the postiBah who leaves 
a padciet at the door of an individuaL If it 
contains pleasing intelligence, a billet from 
a mistress, a letter irom aii absent son, a 
remittance firom a correspondent supposed 
to lie bankn]pt,~-the letter is acceptably 
'welcome, and read and re-read, folded up, 
filed, and safdy deposiJted in the bureau. 
If the contents are disagreeable, if it comes 
from a dun or firam a bwe, the correspond- 
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eni is curted, tibe letter is thrown into thief 
fire, and tihe expence of postage is hearti- 
l3r regretted ; while all the while the bear« 
er of tte d^i^tches is, in either case,^ as 
little thought . im as the snow ! of \^t 
Christmas. The utmost extent of kind-, 
ness between the autlior and the pulv 
lie whiiih.ain. really exisl^iis^ that the 
world are disposed ta be somewhat in-' 
dulgent to the succeeding works, c^ an 
original faivourite, were it but on account 
i)£ the habit whieh the public mind has 
acquired ; while the author very naturally 
thinks well of ^etr taste, who have so \U 
berally applauded kis productions. But I 
deny there is any call for gratitude, pro^ 
petly sa called^ either oh-one side or the 
oi^er. 

( Gxptain. Kespect * to yourself^ theUi 
pught to. teach caiitioil. 
: Author. Ay^ if caution could augment 



xxrr iKTuamjcTOBY ebistlk 

tteebaAceofiiiyratttfiB. But,toeooftM 
to youL tbe tmtiii the warks and passages 
in wkii& I have sfoceeeckd, hare umfiorm^ 
\y been tndtten widi the greatest rapidi* 
ty;. andwbn Iba^eseen aome of Aese 
jdaoed in oppoastioii widi other8»and com* 
mended as more h^^y finished, I could 
appeal to pen and standish, that the partp; 
in which I faaTe come feeUy cff, wm 
fcy mueh ti» more bibonred. Besides, I 
doubt the beneficial eflfect of too muds 
deby, both on aceount of the author and 
the puWc. A man ^ould strike while 
the iran is hot» and hoist sail while the 
windisftif. If a sucoessfiil author keeps 
not the ata^e, another instantly lakes has 
ground. If a writer Has by finr ten years 
ere he produces a second work, he ia so^ 
perseded by others ; or, if the age i& so 
poor of genius that this does not happen^ 
his own rqputatian. beoomiea his grentest 
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d»8tade. The paUie will expect the ii«ii» 
work to be ten tiines better than it» preu 
deoessor ; the author will e^cpect it'should 
be ten tioaes more {lopolttr, and *tis a hrn^ 
dred to tea that both are diBappointed. 

CajpimM. This may justify a oertaiDde«» 
gree of rapidity in publication, but not 
that whidi is provertnaUy said to be no 
speed. You should take time at least to 
arrange your story. 

Author. That is a sose point with me, 
my son. Believe me, I have not been 
fool enough to neglect ordinary precau- 
tions^ I have repeatedly laid down my fu- 
ture work to scale» divided it into volumes 
and chapters, and endeavoured to odn<^ 
struct a story whidi I meant should evtotve 
itself graduaHy and strikingly, maintaiii 
suspense, and stimulate curiomty; and 
wfaidi, finally, should terminate in a stri- 
king^ catastrophe. But I think there is a 
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^asmmi who seats hiaseff arytbe feather 6S 
xay p^ when X beg^n to write, and leads it 
astray from the purpose. Characters ex:^ 
pand und^r my hand ; .iocideiits are mul-^ 
tiplied ; the story lingers, while the mate- 
mla increase ; iny regular mtoaioii turns 
out a Gothic attotnaly, and the Work is 
eomplete lohg before I have attained the 
point r ]»:opos64. 

Captain. Resolution and*, determined 
forbe&mace might remedy that eviL 
: Author. Alas^ my dear sir, you do not 
know the force of paternal aflS?ction; — 
When I H^ht (hi such a character as Bai^ 
lie Jarvie, or Dalgetty, my imagination 
brightens, and my conception becomes 
cleairer iat every step which I make in bis 
0(Hnpany,/idth6ugh it leads me many a 
weary mile away from the regular road^ 
and foiK^es me to leap hedge and diteh to 
get back into :the route again. If I resist 
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Ibe tempt«£K)9, as you adyise ine» my 
thoughts become prosy, flat^ mA dull ) I 
"wrjite painflilly to myself ' and under i 
Qwscibusness i^fflaggiqg which make^ me 
fleg siin more.; the sun^hio^ with whieh 
fadc^ had investefd the incidents, departs 
ffom themi^ and leatea every thing dull 
ia:id^oomy< I am no mdre the sam^-am 
4hoir, than the dog in a. ^heeU'Condaratied 
io go xound and round for hours, is tike 
Jthe s$me dog merrily ehasinghis own tail, 
and gambolling in all the frolic of 4:inre» 
strained freedomr In short, sir, on Stfch 
jpcca^ionsi I think I am bewitdied* 
^ Captain. Nay, sir, if you plead sorcery; 
there is no more to be .said — he must 
needs go whom the devil drives. And 
Ihii, I jsupppse, sr, is the r0si$oo why you 
jdo not. make the theatrical attempt to 
?which you have bee|i so often urged ? 
, AuiJar. It may pass for one good rea- 



sm for not wiikiiif a ^y, tkat I omnot 
Ibfm aplot But the tratb i% tkat tfo 
idea adopted by tO0 fiivouiiible jiidg^ of 
tt) 7 having some aptitude ftr that depart^ 
ment ci poetrf, has been nmdi finmded 
on those scraps d old pb^^^ "vrfaidb^ hein^ 
taken from a aoureeinacciesinUe to o(dlee«> 
toi8» they ha^e hastify oonddered UieoC^ 
spring of my mother- wit* Naw^ the maa^ 
ner in whidi I beeame possessed of thes^ 
fragments is so extraordinary^ that 1 gbii<» 
not help telling it to you. 

Yottmttstknow,tbatsometwentyyears 
innce, I went down to visit an old ftknd 
in WorGestershire* who had served with 
me in the ' Dragoons. 

Captain, Then yon kai^e served sir? t 

Anih^. I have-'-or I have not» which 

signifies the same thing — Captain is a good 

travelling namie.r— I found my iriend*s 

hoase unexpectedly drowdted with guestsf^ 



ttui, w ufoal; wag Gbiidemiie&-^tbeihaii-' 
fiioD hdng an old obier^to the haunted 
mpartnkBMt. I havti^ aa a great uoderii said, 
aeen too many ghosts to believe in theip^ 
$b betoek trijsetf'serioiisly <o my repose^ 
luHed by tte wind rustling aaooog ithe 
Hitoei4reei^ tibe bnmdies of which diequer- 
ed the moonlight whieb feli on the floor 
through the diamonded caaemait, when, 
behold, a darker shadow interposed itself^ 
find I beheld visibly on the floor of the 
apartment^— *« 

< Cuptam. The White Lady (tf Avenel, 
2 Sttppo0e?«^Yi>a have told tberery story 
before* 

AuOwr. No~-I bdidd a female form 
with round mobnsap^ Mb, and apron, 
jBleeves tucked up f o the elbow, a dredg- 
ing4x>x in ^ one hand, and in the other 
a aaiioe-ladle« I* oandiided, of eonrse^ 
that it was my friend'^ oook-maid walk- 



Cheer. It k. no wonder tben^ that^ like 
tlia Hermit of ParneD, 

I breb ihe ImoSs ef fear, mA ma£y cried, 
' You ciii;de89 jt4er---^iil aoroe tke words WfjiBi, 
• When Betty brvidsdi'd high her fiaacing-pan. 

. ^ Beware^* die said^ ^^ you do not, by 
joui ill-timed aiigw» cat off tiie opportu^ 
nity I yet have to indemnify the world 
fiMT ihe errars of my ignorance. In yon- 
der ooal-hole, not used for many a year» 
repose the few grea^ and blackened fisg* 
ments of the ^er Drama whidi were not 
totally destroyed^ Dotfaouthen''-~Why» 
what do yon stare al^ Captnn ? By my 
soul^it is true ; as my fiiend Major Liong^ 
bow says^ ^ what diould I tell you ia lie 
for?" 

Captain. Lie, sir ! Nay, heaven fcMrbid I 
should apply the word to a person so ye* 
racious. You are only inclined to chase 

your tail a little this morning, that's all. 

1 
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Hgd you Qdt better reserve tbis.Ieg^d tp 
form an introduction to ** Three recoyei:- 
ed Dramas," or so ? 

Authc^. Yoju are ^uite rigbt««4iabit's a 
sibrange thing, my 8QD. I had forgot whom 
I was speaking to. Yes, Plays for the clo- 
set, not &r the stager-*- 

Captmn* Ri^t, and so you we sure to 
bie acted ; fqr the m^tp^gcass, while thou- 
sands of volunteers . are desirpus of sar- 
ying them, ar^ . wonderfully partial to 
pye^sedifteii. ^ 

:4uthor. I am a living witness, having 
been, like a s^jopod Lab^nps; mpde a dr^ 
mat)sjt whether I would or not. I b^ 
lieve my muse would Ve Terfjf&ed into 
treading the 9tfige, even if I should write 
a sermon. 

. Captain. Truly, if you did, I ^m afraa^ 
foljiijs might make a farce of it ; and, tha:er 
fore,. liquid you change yQiir stylo, I stiU 

VOL. I. c 
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advise a volume of dramas like Ijotd By- 
ron's. 

Author. No, Iiis lordriiip is a cut above 
tne-^^I won't nm my horse against his, if 
I otin help myseU; But there is my friend 
Allan Ims n^itten just such a play as I 
might write myself, in a veiy sunny day, 
and with (ttie of Bramah's extra patent- 
pens. I cannot make neat work without 
stt(ih tEtppuH^euances. 

CapMtn. Do you mean Allan Bamstty ? 

Author. No, nor Barbara Allan eithef . 
I mean AUiM Cunningham, who has just 
published his tragedy of f&t Maimaduke 
Mastwdl, fiill of merry-making and muiv 
dering, kissing and cutting of throats^ 
and passages whieh lead to^ nothing, and 
which are very pretty passages fi)lr all 
that. Not a glimpse of probability is 
there about the plot> but so ttiucb ittiima«- 
iidrt in partleukir passages, and such a 
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Tein of poetiy thtmig^ the wholes as I 
dearly wish I could infiise into my Culi- 
nary Remains, should I ever be tempted 
to publish them. With a popular impress, 
people would read and admki the beau- 
ties of AHan^^<<is It is^ tiiejjr may pezlidps 
only note his defeet»»^»or^ what ia wdrae^. 
net note him at dU. But nearer mind 
them, booaest Alhai; you are a credit to 
Caledonia fer all tbast.<^There are some 
lyrical effusions of his too^ whkh yoa 
WKNilddo weU to lead. Captain, ^ It's 
luune, and if s Imtne,'' is. equal to Bums. 
Qyatam. I will take the hint The 
dnb at Kennaqpihair axe turned &stxdi# 
ofia dnoe Catalani visited ibe Afcdbey. My 
"^Poorlitli Cauld^ has beeb received bpth 
poorly and ooldly, and ^* theBanks of Bo&* 
Bie Doon" have been positivdy 



n nuiir I 
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Auihm'. They cannot stand still, they 
will change with all of us. What then ? 

'* A man's a man for a' that." 

But the hour of parting approaches. 

Capfyfin. You lure deienmned to pro** 
ceed then in your own syatem ?f Axe ycm^ 
afware that >an unwotthy motiye may be 
assigned for this .rapid' successioii of pubi- 
lication ? You mil be supposed to work 
merely for the lacre of gain; 

AuAor. Supposing that I. did pernoit 
the great advanti^es whidb must >be de<i» 
rived fixm success in literature^ 'to join 
with other motiires in. ipdudiig me to 
come more, frequently /before Jthe . pub*;^ 
lic^ihat emolument- is .tine;' vdhiiktarf 
tdx^ which : .the pufoEc: pays for a . certain 
i^pedies of literary ;amusement~ifr is ^i^ 
tortcd from np ooe^ and paid, J presiiinct* 
by those only who can afford it, and who 
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iseeme gratification ia proportion to .1^0 
^xpmse.: If tliG eapiitsil som whidi the6^ 
volumes bave put into eirculi^tion ten 
very laige oa^ has itcontributied to my 
^indulgeiiees mily?.or.can I not.sny to 
bandreds, frofn honest Duncan, tb0 .pa- 
mper manu&cturer> to . the. moH. snivelling 
of .^e priilter^s devils^ " Didat thou Aot 
.share ? Hadst thou not fifteen pence?'' 
J piofeiss I. think our ipod^yi/^^thena 
mudi pb]j^iedi<Jc>;me;fiMr having «9tal?li§l|- 
e4 such m tex^ifimye daamifftOtiDre ;; and 
when univer^ S9£rrQge;coiQe$ in fa^hjop* 
I. intend to stand for a seat; in tiie ^o^se 
.oiji the interest of all the un\f ashed ^xi^£r 
cers connected with literatur^^ 
.. Captain. This would be caUed th^ laur 
guage of a calico^manufacturer. 

Author. Csiptagaiuiinydearson — ^thare 
.is lime in this sack too — nothing but so- 
phistication in this wprld ! I do say it, 
in spite of Adam Smith and his foUo^- 
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eh, tfitit « 'StttmeiisiAil author is a pvodno. 
tiir« laftxmiiisn Mid ti«tt his trorks oxidtL. 
tjXte tts effeetaal a part of ihe poblie 
"it^alfih, «8 42iatiirhich is created by any 
othesr manufiidtore* If a new commodity, 
*aving an atttoaUy inttlndc and contmer- 
jmi Talue^ be the'resiilt of the operation, 
'^lly are the authoi^ bales of books to be 
esteemed a less profitable part c^ the pub- 
ik fitoek Oban the goods <of wty other tna- 
muifootisECir ? I speak wfth ^reference ^to 
4he difliafsioii of tfte *i«iealth arising to ^ 
'^lubJie, atid tiie degree of industry \ivhidh 
even such a tri^iig work as the present 
"must stimulate and reward, before the vo- 
lumes leave the publisher^3 fibop. WifA- 
rmt me it could not exist, and to this ex- 
tent I am a benefactor to the country. 
As for my own emolument, it is won by 
my toil, and I account myself answer- 
tible to Heaven only for the mode in 
which I expeftd it. ^e candid mc^ hope 
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it ii not all dediwt^d 1j9 selfiab pui^poses ( 
mf^ wytbont m«<^ pretep^o^ to mmt 
in him who expends it, apwrt nuy « wmr 

idHfh^r.Jiii WQtM IXB bwe to 4p so «i&- 
diuiv^, ^ f ?^n to m«]^ it a prhii^fd 
motiiTe {rf* Utenpy ftxertion. Nay, I triU 

4itloo ^ ft 6ent4»» HMO of .4»pyf monej, 

fo\^er who plMiift, 4j^ «9|cli^v who ^tfib 
jliie physioiaQ who prp80ilbe», tho d^rgyr 
in«a-4f /such lih^:is be— *wbp pieaohe^ 
9vi|i|iQ¥t wy /¥«4l for Ith^u pn^easion, 
^ ^t}>PM)t any /s«9fe of ifa| 4igiu^, aii4 
P^mely on aoeoHnt <^ their fee, pay, op 
jil^p^, 4^giyi^ thfpx)8elye« to the rao)^ 
<»f wn^ meduwiics, Aocoiidingly, in the 
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case of two of the learned ficcultlea at 
lea£^ tbdET services aie <SOB»derbd to un- 
appiredaMe^ tfiid are adk&owledged not 
by any; exact estiftmtie of the services ren- 
dered, but by a konoMrium, or voluntary 
acknowledgmait. But let a dieot or pa- 
iAetit make tiie experiment of omitting 
this little ceremcmy of the honofwimn, 
is eens6 to be^ Itnng entirely out 
between them, and ttiak 
^ow the learned geiitlieman wilt look 
upon his case. ^ Cant set apartj it^ is the 
same thing with literary etncdlmleiit; l^o 
man of sense^ in any rank of life; i6, or 
ought to be, above accepting a ju^tre^ 
compenQe fi>r his time, and a reasonable 
i^hare of the capital -whic^ owes its veiy 
exi)step€e to his exertions* When Czar 
Peter wrought in the trenches, he' took 
t^ pay of a comm<m soldier ; and noUes, 
statesmen, and divines, the most ditstin-'' 
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guialied of tlieir thne; have not seorned 
to square accounts widi tiieir bookseller. 



O if it were a mean thing. 

The gentles would not use it ; 
Andif it were uQgodlyy . 

The clergy would refuse it. 

Author. Tou say welL But no man of 
honour, genius, or qiirit, woiild make the 
meve love of gain the diief, &r lei^s the 
only, purpose of his ktboucs. For m3rself; 
I am not displeased to find the game a 
winning one ; yet while I pleased the pub- 
lic, I ^ould pnAaUy continue it m^Iy 
for the pleasure of playing ; for 1 have Mt 
as strongly as most folks that lldve <^ 
composition, wiridi is perhaps the strong- 
est of all instincts, driving tbe author to 
the pen, the painter to the pallet, ofteA 
without either tibe chance of fame or the 
prospect of reward. Perhaps I have said 
too much of this. I might perhaps, with 



as much truth as mott people, exoolpfite 
piyself from Uie charge of bemg either of 
a greedy or mercenary dispoisitioii ; but I 
am not, therefore, hypocrite enough to 
disclaim the ordinary motives, on account 
of whidi the whole world around me is 
toiling unremittingly, to the sacrifice of 
easet» ocnnforC, health, andlUh. I da not 
aflfect the idisintertetediiess of that inge- 
nious SMsaoeiatiM of gentiemm mentkmed 
by Gi^dsmitb, who sold their mi^garane 
fyt sixp^ibe ar^lece, merdy fi>r tfaeir .own 
jEimusemint 

Copk&n^ I httve but one thing -more to 
innti^-The world say you will run yoiir«- 
fiflfout. . 

. Author. The world si^y true; and what 
AeB? Whm they d^ttoe no lobger, I 
will no lobger pipe ; and I stedl not want 
fltppers moiigh to r^niod me of the apo- 
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Captain* And what will become of us 
aiMn, your tNMr fittnily ^ We Ml fill ii>- 
to contempt and oblivion. 
~ Autkor. lilcetziany a poor feHow, ^ 
it^ady orreiwhi^wed with. the tinmber of 
his ^finnily, .i eaimot help ffAng on to in* 
crfeiise it—** "Ife my vocAtion, Hal/'— 
Sach of yptt >a9 desewe oblivion— perhaps 
the whole of you-may be consigned to 
it At any rAte/3wa have been read in 
yam day, whjck is mbue tiipn caabe said 
pf some of your contemporaries* of less 
fbrtune and more merit. "They eannot 
say bat what you Aodf the icrown. As^ 
myself, J sfliaM always 4Bserv«» atleast, the 
unwiiBng tribute which Johnson ^aid to 
OhurohilU when he said, tihough the fd» 
lew's genius was a tree whifb bore only 
erabs> yet it was prolific, and had plenty 
of fruit, such as it was. It is always some- 
thing to have engaged the public atten-> 
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tipQ for seven yiears. Hafd I ovtysWiAtteai 
Waverleys I shpidd have long since beeo» 
according to the established phraaes '' tbe 
iligenious author of a novd much adini- 
rod at the time.'' I hdieye, on my soul, 
that the r^utaticMi of Wararlf y id isustaiti- 
ed very much by the praiijes of thtise^ who 
may be incUtiad to prefer thrt tale to its 
successors. 

Cafriam. You are wilUi^ theii» to bar- 
ter future reputatium Ibi" j>re0eDt pefu- 
hffity? 

Author. Melwnapero. Honac^ebtm- 
adf expected not to survive in alt his 
works---I n^ay.hofie to tive in 8<M|Ue cf 
jxim^i'—ncncmnkmmar. It is some omi- 
s6lation to reflect^ that; the bei$t smthcors 
in all countries have been l^emost vcdup 
minous ; and it has often happened, that 
those who have been b^t received in their 
own time, have also continued to be ac- 

18 
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ceptable to posterity. I do not think so 
ill of tl^ pi^esent- g^i^ation, as to sup- 
pose that its present favour necessarily in^ 
fers future condemnation. 

Captain. Were all to act on sudi prin<^ 
ciples, the public would be inundated. 

Author.' Qnoe more^ my dear soii/be- 
ware of cant. You speak as if the public 
were obliged toread booka merely because 
they are pxinted>*^your friends the book- 
sellers would thank you to make the pro>i 
position good. The nio8t> serious grie- 
vance attending such inundations, as you 
talk of is^ that they make, cags dear. The 
multipUcityxif publicatians does liierpre^ 
SQttt age. no harm, .knd meay greatly ad* 
vanti^ge that wfaiiob is to succeed us. ' 
. Captaku. I do. not see how that is to 
bappen. 

Autiu^!. . The complaints in the time 
of Elizabeth and James, of the alarming 
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fertility of the ptess, wlere as load at they 
are at present-^-yet look at the shore over 
which the iniindatioii of that age flow^^ 
and it resembles now the BJdb Strand of 
the Faery Queen-^ 



Bestrewed all with rich any; 



Of p«azl and precious stone* of great asntf; 
And all the gravel miz'd wkh golden ore* 

Believe me^ that evesEi id the moat ne- 
glected works of the present age. Hie next 
may diseover treasures. 

Captuia. Some books will defy all al- 
cshemy. 

Autbe^. Th^ will be but few in num- 
ber; sinoe^ as for writers^ who are possess- 
ed of no merit at all, unless indeed they 
publish liieir works at tteir own ezpenaev 
like Sir Riehard Blackmore, thdr power 
of annoying the public will be soon limit* 
ed by the difficulty of finding Undettaking 
booksellers. 
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Ou^ttdM. Y6VL sure incorrigible. Are 
there no boukidn to your audacity ? 

JttMkoTi Tb^e are the sactvd and eter*- 
nal boundarieft.of honour and virtue. My 
course is like the eneh^ited chamber of 
Britomart — 

Wher^ &8 6h6 lo6k^d khoMt, dhe did behold 
How c^r that buhb doov was likvwiae irzii^ 
Be Bold — Be Bald, and every when Be Bold. 
Whereat she mused^ and could not construe it ; 
Kt iMt Bh«; Kj^ied M that room'* upper Mid 
Another iron door^ on which was writ--> 
Be NOT TOO Bold. 

Captain. Well, you must take the risk 
of proceeding tin your own principles. 

Author. Do you act on yours^ and take 
care you do not stay idUng here tiU the 
dinner hour is over.-— I will add this work 
to your patrimony, valeat qtmnium. 

Here our dialogue terminated; for a 
little sooty-faced ApoUyon from the Ca- 
nongate came to demand the ptoo&sheet 
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CHAPTER I. 

'Sow Scot and Bngliib aie agreed. 

And Saunders hastes to cross the Tweed> 

Where, such the splendours that attend him. 

His Teiy mother scarce had kenn*d him. 

His metamorphosis behold. 

From Glasgow frieze to doth of gold ; 

His back-sword with the iron hilt, 

To rapier fairly hatchM and gilt ; 

Was ever seen a gallant brayer I 

His very bonnet's grown a beaver. 

The Reftfrvnaikm, 

Xhe long-continued hostilities which had for 
centuries divided the south and the north divi- 
flions of the Island of Britain, had been happily 
terminated by the succession of the pacific James 
I. to the English crown. But although the uni- 
ted crown of England and Scotland was worn by 
the same individual, it required a long lapse of 
time, and the succession of more than one gene- 
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ration, ere the inveterate national prejudices 
which had so long existed betwixt the nster 
kingdoms were removed, and the subjects of ei- 
ther side of the Tweed brought to regard those 
upon the other bank an frie&ds and as brethren. 

These prejudices were, of course, most inve- 
terate during the xeiga of King James. The 
English subjects accused him of partiality to 
those of his ancient kingdom ; while the Soots, 
with equal injustice, charged hini with having 
foi^tten the land of his nativity, and with ne- 
glecting those early firiends to whose allegiance 
he had been so much indebted. 

The temper of the King, peaoeaUe even to ti- 
midity, inclined him perpetually to interfere as 
mediator amongst the contending factions, whose 
brawls disturbed the court. But notwithstand- 
ing all his precoutionB, historians have recorded 
many instances where the mutual hatred of two 
nations, who, after being enemies for a thott- 
sand years, had been so very recently uilited, 
broke forth with a fury wUch menaced a gei^ 
ncral convulsion ; and, B[Hreading ftom the hi^-* 
est to the lowest classes, as it occasioned dd« 
biles in council and parUameat, foetions in die 
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* 

court, and duel» mocft^g the gentvy, wae no k« 
productiYe of nots and brawls amongst thoge of 
the lower orders. 

White these heart-bumings were at the high* 
est, th^ere flourished ki the city of Lcmdon an in* 
genious, but wbimdica) and self-opinioBed me^ 
ehanic, muuh devoted to abstract studies, David 
Ramsay by Yincie, who, whether reeommended 
by his gfeat skill in- his pipofesnon, as the oe«irt. 
iera alleged, or, as was mummred anong hm 
neighbours, by his birth-place, in the goodtowB 
of Dalkeith, near £di&buygfa,' hdd in Jaihes^s 
housdiotd the poet of maker of watdies add hti* 
rologes to his Miyesty. He soomed not, how« 
env«v, to ke^ open shopivitlttii Veeapk^BOty a 
few yards to the eastward of Saint Dunstan^s 
Churoh. 

The shop <tf a LondcHi tradesman at that tiine, 
as it may be supposed, was comething very dif- 
feient from tibosewe now see in ihe sane boa. 
fity. The goods wore exposed to sale in case^ 
only difefbnded front the weather by a covering of 
eafivas, and the whole resembled the wtiUs and 
booths now erected for the temporary accamno- 
diktion of dealers at a country fair, n|ther than Uie 
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ertaUishedemporiumofareqiectablecitizen. But 
most of the shopkeepers of note, and David Ranw 
say amongst others, had their booth connected 
with a small apartment which opened biKkward 
from it, and bore the same resemblanee to the 
front diop that Robinson Cnisoe^s cavom did 
to the tent which he erected before it. To this 
Master Hamsay was often accustomed to retreat 
to the labour of his abstruse calculations ; fiir be 
aimed at improvement and discoveries in his own 
art, and sometimes pushed his researches, like 
Napier, and other mathematicians of the period, 
into abstract sdenoe. When thus engaged, he 
left the outer posts of his commerdal establish- 
ment to be maintained by two stout-bodied and 
strcMQg-voiced apprentices, who kept up the cry 
of, '* What d'ye lack ? what d'ye lack ?^ accom> 
panied with the appropriate recommendations of 
the articles in which they dealt. This direct and 
personal application for custom to those who ehan-^ 
ced tapass by, is now, we believe, limited to Mon- 
mouth Street, (if it stUl exists even in that reposi- 
tory of ancient garments,) under the guardianship 
of the scattered remnant of Israel. But, at the 
time we are speaking of, it was practised alike by 
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Jew and Gentile, and served, inttead of all our 
present newspaper puffs and advertisements, to 
solidt the attention of the public in general, and 
of friends in particular, to the unrivalled exceL 
l&ace of the goods, which they offered to sale upon 
such easy terms, that it might fairly iq)pear that 
the venders had rather a view to the general ser- 
vice of the public, than to thcar own particular 
advantage. 

The verbal proclaimers of the excellence of 
their commodities, had this advantage over those 
who, in the present day, use the public papers 
for the same purpose^ that they could in many 
cases adapt their address to the peculiar appear- 
ance and apparent taste of the passengers. [This, 
as we have said, was also the case in Monmouth- 
Street in our reniembrance. We have ourselves 
been reminded of the deficiencies of our femoral 
habiliments, and exhorted upon that score to fit 
ourselves more beseemingly ; but this is a digres- 
sion.] This direct and personal mode of invito- 
tion to customers became, however, a dangerous 
tanptiltion to the young wags who were employed 
in the task of solidtation during the absence of the 
principal person interested in the traffic; and, con- 



8 TAK FORTUKES Or HICSL* 

fiding in tbieir Hunben and ci^c iim^Hi^Hlie ^fea^ 
Meg of LondoD w-ere often seduced into taking 
libBrtieswith the passengers, aaA exerasii^ thev 
wit at the expence of those whom tbey had no 
hopBS of convertiBg into customen by their do* 
qnenoe. If tkia was vesented by any act of via* 
lenee, the inmates of each shop were ready to 
pour forth in suooour ; and, hi the wcHfds of an 
old song whidi Dr Johnson was used to hum,^^** 

" Up then voie the 'prentioes all. 
Living in LoDdon^ both proper and taQ." 

Desperate riots often arose on su^ occasions, 
espedaliy when tlie Templars, or other youtlie 
connected with the aristocracy, w&ce insuttec^ oe 
oonceaTtsd themselves to be sa Upon such o^ 
easions, bare steel was frequently opposed to the 
dubsol the citizens, and death frequently en^ 
sued on both sides. The tardy wad ineffidenl 
police of the time had no other resource than 
by the Alderman of the ward calling oujt the 
householders, and putting a stop to the strife by 
overpowerii^ numbers, as the Ci^ulets and Moi^ 
tagues are separated upon the stage. 

At the period when such was the universal 
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custom of the most reiqiectable, as well as the 
most incongiderable shopkeepers in London, Dah 
vid Ramsaj, upon the evening to which we so* 
licit the attention of the reader, retiring to more 
abstruse and private labours, left the adnuni- 
stration of bis outer shop, or booth, to the 
aforesaid sharp, active, able-bodied, and weU- 
vcHced apprentices, namely, Jenkin Vincent and 
Frank Tunstall. 

Vincent bad been educated at the excellent 
foundation of Chrises Church Hospital, and was 
bred, therefore, as w^ as bom, a Londoner, 
with all the peculiar acuteness and address, and 
audacity, wbi(^ belong peculiarly to the youth 
of a metropolis. He was now about twenty years 
old, short in stature, but remarkably strong 
made, ^ninent for his feats upon holidays at the 
feot-ball, and other gymnastic exercises ; scarce 
rivalled in the broad-sword play, though hither- 
to only exerdsed in the form of single-stick ; he 
knew every lane, blind alley, and sequestered 
court of the ward, better than his Catechism ; 
was alike active in his master^s affairs, and in his 
own adventures of fun and mischief ; and so ma- 
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naged matters, that the credit he acquired by 
the former bore him out, or at least served for 
his apology, when the latter propensity led hira 
into scrapes, of which, however, it is but fair to 
state, that they had hitherto inferred nothing 
mean or discreditable. Some aberrations there 
were, which David Ramsay, his master, endea- 
voured to reduce to regular order when he dis* 
covered them, and others which he winked at, 
supposing them to answer the purpose of the 
escapement of a watch, which disposes of a cer- 
tain quantity of the extra power of that mecha- 
nical impulse which puts the whole in motion. 

The physiognomy of Jin Vin, by which ab- 
breviation he was familiarly known through the 
ward, corresponded with the sketch we have 
given of his character. His head, upofi which 
his prentice^s flat cap was generally flung in a 
careless and oblique fashion, was closely covered 
with thick hair of raven black, which curled na- 
turally and closely, and would have grown to. 
great length, but for the modest custom enjoin- 
ed by his state of life, and strictly enforced by 
his joiaster, which compelled him to keep it short- 

4 
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cropped, — ^not unreluctantly, as he looked with 
envy on the flowing ringlets, in which the courtiers 
and aristocratical students of the neighbouring 
Temple began to indulge themselves, as marks 
of superiority and of gentility. Vincent''s eyes 
were deep set in his head, of a strong vivid black, 
full of fire, roguery, and intelligence, and con- 
veying a humorous expression, even while he was 
uttering the usual small-talk of his trade, as if 
he ridiculed those who were disposed to give any 
weight to his common-places. He had address 
enough, however, to add little touches of his 
own, which gave a turn of drollery even to this 
ordinary routine of the booth ; and the alacrity 
of his manner— -his ready and obvious wish to 
oblig<^-— his intelligence and civility, when he 
thought civility necessary, made him a universal 
favourite with his master'*s customers. His fea^ 
tures were far from regular, for his nose was 
fiattish, his mouth tending to the larger size, 
and his complexion inclining to be more dark 
than was then thought con^stent with mascu- 
line beauty. But then, in despite of his ha- 
ving always breathed the mr of a crowded city. 



u 
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bis oomplexion had the ruddy and manly expreau 
sion of redundant heahb; lua Cumed-up noee 
gave anior of spirit and nnlleiy to what he said, 
and seconded the laugh ot his eyes, and his wide 
mouth was gamiished with a p«bp of well-fbnned 
and weUUcolom^d lips» which, when he kmghed, 
disclosed a range of teeth strong and wdl set, 
and as white as the voy pearl. Such was the 
dder apprentice ci David Ramsay, watdwmaker, 
and amstmctc^ of horologes, to hb Most Sacred 
Majesty James I. 

Jenkin^s companion was the younger appren- 
tice, though, perhaps, be might be the elder of 
the two in years. At any rate be was of a nmcb 
more staid and composed temper. Francis Tun- 
stall was of that ancient and proud descent, who 
claimed the style of the ^ unstained;^ because, 
amid tbe various chances of the long and bloody 
wars of tbe Roses, they had, with undeviating 
faith, followed the House of Lancaster, to whidi 
they had originally attadied themselves. Th# 
meanest sprig of such a tree attached importance 
to tbe root from wbidi he derived himself; and 
Tunstall was supposed to nourish in secret a pro* 

s 
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portion of that family pnde^ whidi bad extorted 
tears from his widowed and almost indigent mo* 
ther, when she saw herself obliged to cotis^^ him 
to a line of life^ infelior, em htt ptqudioes sttgi> 
geiOed) to the oouTse held by hi* jMrog^nitors. 
Yet, with all thid aristocratic prejudice^- lus iuas* 
ter jfound the welUbora youth more docile, iegu« 
lar^ and strktly attentive to his duty, than hk 
far more aetiveand alelrt comrade^ Tuttitall also 
giratified his master by the particular attention 
which he seemed disposed to bei^tow on the ab» 
stUujt principles of science ccnneoted with the 
trade which he was bound to sirudy, the limits 
€i wludi were daily enlarged with the increase 
of ma^ntatical science. Vincent beat fais con- 
pgnioR bejond the distance-post, in every thing 
like the pmctical adiq^tation of thorough practice 
in At clexterity of hand necessary to execute the 
mff»chamcal branches of the art, and double-dis- 
tanced htm in all sespecting the commercial a& 
fiunft of the shop. Still David Bamsay was wont 
to aay, that if Vincent knew how to do a Hmg 
the better of the two, Tuastall was much better 
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acquainted with the principles on which it ought 
to be done ; and he sometimes objected to the lat- 
ter, that he knew critical excellence too well ever 
to be satisfied with practical mediocrity. 

Th^ disposition of Tunstall was shy, as well as 
studious ; and though perfectly civil and obliging, 
he never seemed to feel himself in his place while 
he went through the duties of the shop. He was 
tall and handscHne, with fair hair, and well-formed 
Kmbs, good features, light blue eyes, wdl open- 
ed, a straight Grecian nose, and a countenance 
which expressed both good humour and intelli- 
gence, but qualified by a gravity unsuitable to 
his years, and which almost amounted to dejec- 
tion. He lived on the best terms with his com- 
panion, and readily stood by him whenever he 
was engaged in any of the frequent skirmishes, 
which, as wc have already observed, often dis^ 
turbed the city of London about this period. But, 
though Tunstall was allowed to understand quar- 
ter-staff, (the weapon of the North country,) in 
a superior degree, and though he was natbrally 
both strong and active, his interference in such 
affrays seemed always matter of necessity ; and. 
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as he never voluntarily joined either their brawls 
or their sports, he held a far lower place in 
the opinion of the youth of the ward than his 
hearty and active friend Jin Vin. Nay, had it 
not been for the interest made for his comrade 
by the intercession of Vincent, Tunstall would 
have stood some chance of being altogether ex- 
cluded from the society of his contemporaries of 
the same condition, wbo called him, in scorn, the 
Cavaliero Cuddy, and the Gentle Tunstall. On 
the other hand, the lad himself, deprived of 
the fresh air in which he had been brought up, 
and foregoing the exercise to which he had been 
formerly accustomed, while the inhabitant of his 
native mansion, lost gradually the freshness of 
his complexion, and, without exhibiting any 
formal symptoms of disease, grew more thin and 
pale as he grew older, and at length exhibited 
the appearance of indifferent health, without any 
thing of the habits and complaints of an invalid, 
excepting a disposition to avoid society, and to 
spend his leisure timein private study, rather than 
mingle in the sports of his companions, or even 
resort to the theatres, then the general rendezvous 
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of bis class ; wbere, according to high authoiiityy 
they fought for half-bitten apples, omcked mits^ 
and filled the upper gallery with their diimourti 

Such were the two youths who called David 
Ramsay master, and widi both of whom he used 
to fret from morning till n%ht, as their peeuUari*- 
Ues interfered with his own, or with thequielaad 
beneficial course of his trafiic 

Upon the whole, however, the youths were 
attached to th&r master, and he, a good^^miu^ 
red, though an absent and whimsical mu%, was 
scarce less so to them ; and, whai alittle wanib- 
ed with wine at an occaaonal junkettang, he 
used to boast, in his northern dialect, of hift 
^* twa bonnie lads, and the looks that the court 
ladies threw at them when visiting his shop ia 
th^r caroches, when* on a frolic into the city.^ 
But David Bamsay never fwled at the same 
time to dr^w up his own tall, thin, lathy skeletoii, 
extend his lean jaws into an alarming grin, and 
indicate, by a nod of his yard-long visage,, and a 
twinkle of his little grey eye, that there might 
be more faces in Fleet-Street worth looking at 
than those of Frank and Jenkio. His old Deigh# 
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hour. Widow Simmons the sempstress, who had 
served in her day the very tip-top reveUers of 
the Temple, with ruffs, cuffs, and bands, di»- 
tin^ished more deeply the sort of attention paid 
by the females of quality who so regularly Tistt- 
-ed David Ramsay ^s shop to its inmates. ** The boy 
Frank,^ she admitted, ^< used to attract the atten- 
tion of the young ladies, as having something 
gentle and downcast in his looks ; but then he 
could not better himself, for the poor youth had 
not a word to throw at a dog. Now Jin Yin 
was so full of his jibes and his jeers, and so will* 
ing, and so ready, and so serviceable, and so 
mannerly all the while, with bis step that sprung 
]jke a bucko's in Epping Forest, and his eye that 
twinkled as black as a ^psey^ that no woman 
who knew the world would make a comparison 
betwixt the lads. As for poor ndghbour Ramsay 
himself, the man,^ she said, *^ was a civil neigh- 
bour, and a learned man, doubtless, and might 
be a rich man, if he had common sense to back 
his learning ; and doubtless, for a Scot, neigh- 
bour Ramsay was nothing of a bad man ; but 
he was so constantly grimed with smoke, gilded 

VOL. I. B 
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with brass filings^ snd soiewedi widi kmp4dadt 
and oil, that Dame Sunmons judged it would r»- 
quire his whole shop full of watches to induce 
any feasible woman to touch the said neighbour 
Bamsay with any thing sare a pair of tongs.^ 

A still higher authority Dame Ursula, wife 
to Benjamin Suddleohops the barber, waa of 
«»eUy the «m. opinioB. 

Such were, in natural quahties and public e«- 
timadon, the two youths, who, in a ine April 
day, havii^ first rendered their dutiful ser?ioe 
and attendance on the table of their master and 
his daughter, at th^ dinner at one o^dock— ^ 
Such, O ye lads of London, was the severe dia« 
Spline undeigone by your predecessors— ^aiid 
having r^aled themselves upon the ficagments, 
in company with two female dcmiestics, one a 
cook, and maid of all woik, the other called 
Mistress Margarets maid, now rdieved tiieir 
master in the duty of the outwaxd. diop; and, 
i^rneeable to the established custom, were solidt- 
ing, by their entreaties and recommendatimis of 
their master^a manufacture^ the attention and 
couragemeat of the passei^^ero. 
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In thid spme^ of seMee it mAy be easily sup- 
posed that Jetikin Vincent left bis more reserved 
and bashful comrade far in the back-ground. 
The latter could only articulate with difficulty, 
and as an act of duty which he was rather 
ashamed of disdiarging, the estd[>lished words of 
form—" What d>e lack ?— What d'ye lack ?— 
Clocks— watches — barnacles ?— -What d'ye lack f 
—Watches — docks— -barnacles ?— What d'ye 
lack) sir ? What d'ye lack, madam P-^bamacIes, 
watches, clocks ?" 

But this dull and dry iteradon, however varied 
by diversity of verbal arrangement, sounded flat 
when mingled with the rich and recommenda- 
tory oratoty of ihe bold-faced, deep-mouthed, 
and ready-witted Jenkin Vincent ^ What d^e 
lack, noble sir?— What d'ye lack, beauteous 
madam r* he said, in a tone at once bold and 
Boodiing, which often was so applied as both 
to gratify the persons addressed, and to ex-, 
dte a smile fiom other hearers. ** God bless 
your reverence," to a beneficed clergyman ; ^the 
Greek and Hebrew have blinded your reve- 
rence's eyes— Buy a pAir of David Ramsay^s bar- 
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nacles? The King, God UesB his Sacred Ma- 
jestjy never reads Hebrew or Greek without 
them.'" 

^^ Are you well avised of that ?^ said a fat 
parson from the Vale of Evesham. << Nay, if 
the Head of the Church wears them, God bless, 
his Sacred Majesty, I will try what they can do 
for me ; for I have not been able to distinguish 
one Hebrew letter from another,, since-— I cannot 
remember the time— when I had a bad fever. 
Chuse me a pur of his most Sacred Majesty^s 
own wearing, my good youth.^ 

<' This is a pair, and please your rev»ence,^ 
said Jenkins, juxKlucing a pair of spectacles which 
he toucfied with an air of great deference and re- 
spect, ^^ which his most blessed Majesty placed 
this day three weeks, on his own blessed nose, 
and would have k^t fhem for his own sacied 
use, but that the setting being, as your leve^ 
rence sees, of the purest jet, was, as his Sacred 
Majesty was pleased to say, fitter for a bishop 
than for a secular prince.^ 

" His Sacred Majesty the Eingj^'said the wor- 
thy divine, " was ever a very Daniel, in bis 



THE F0BTUME8 OF IflGEL. SI 

judgment; ^ve me the barnacles, my good 
youth, and who can say what nose they may be- 
stride in two years hence. Our reverend brother 
of Gloucester waxes in years.^ He then pulled 
out his purse, paid for the spectacles, and left 
the shop with even a more important step than 
that which had paused to enter it 

>< For shame,^ said Tunstall to his compa- 
nion ; ^' these glasses will never suit ope of his 
years.*" 

** You are a fool, Frank," said Vincent in re- 
ply ; *^ had the good doctor wished glasses to 
read with, he would have tried them before buy- 
ing. He does not want to look through them 
himself, and these will serve the purpose of being 
looked at by other folks, as well as the best mag*- 
niiiers in the shop.— What d'ye lack ?^ he cried, 
resuming his solicitations. ^* Mirrors for your 
toilette, my pretty madam; your head-gear is 
something awry— -pity, since it is so well fan7 
cied.*" The woman stopped and bought a mir- 
ror.— "What d'ye lack .?— a watch. Master Ser- 
jeant — a watch that will go as steady and true as 
your oWn eloquence ?'' 



t 
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" Hold your p^ac^, sir,'' answered the Kniglit 
of the Coif, who was disturbed by Vin^ft address 
whilst in deep coo6ultati(m with an eminfeiit at* 
tomey; '^ hdd your peace ! You are the loudesU 
tongued varlet betwixt the DeviTs Tavern aad 
Guildhall.^ 

*< A watch,^ reiterated the uudouBted Jeiw 
kin, ^^ that shall not lose thirteen minutes in a 
thirteen years^ law-suit-^He^s out ct hearing-^ 
A watch with four wheels and a bar-movement— 
a watch that shall tell you. Master Poet, how long 
the patience of the audience will ^idure your nekt 
piece at the Black Bull."" The bard huglied, and 
fumble^ in the pocket of his slops till he chased 
into a comer, and fairly caught, a small piece of 
cdin, 

<^ Here is a tester to cherish thy wit, good 
boy»'' he said. 

" Gramercy,'' said Yin ; " at the next jJay of 
yours I will bring down a set of roaring boys 
that shall make all the critics in the pit, and the 
gallants on the stage, civil, or else the curtain 
AaU siaoke for it"" 
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'' Now, that Icall mean,'' said Tunstall, << to 
take the poor rbymer^s moiieyi who has so little 
left behind.'' 

<* You are an owl, onoe again,'' said Vinoent ; 
*< if he Jias nothing left to buy dieeie and ra- 
dishes, he will only dine a day the sooner with 
some patron or some player, for diat is his fate 
five days out of the seven. It is unnatural that a 
poet should pay for his own pot of beer; I will 
drink his tester for him, to save him from such 
shame ; and when his third night comes rounds 
he shall have pennyworths for his coin, I pro- 
mise you.-ABut here comes another gUess-cus- 
tomer. Look at that strange fellow— Hsee how he 
gapes at every diop, as if he would sn^allow the 
wares.— -O ! Saiirt Dunstan has cau^t his eye ; 
pray God he swallow not the images. See how he 
stands astomshed, as old Adam and Eve ply their 
ding<dong ! Come, Frank, thou art a scholar ; 
construe me that same fellow, with his blue cap 
with a cook's feather in it, to shew he's of gentle 
blood, Grod wot^-his grey eyes, his yeUow hair, 
his sword with a ton of iron in the handle— his 
grey |hread-hare cloak*-*-his step like a French* 
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man--Jii8 look like a Spanianl-— a hook at his 
girdle, and a broad dudgeoindagger on the other 
side, to shew him half-pedant, half-bully. How 
call you that pageant, Frank ?^^ 

^' A raw Scotsman',^ said Tunstall; '^ just 
eome up, I s^pose, to hdp the rest of his coun- 
trymen to gnaw old England'^s bones; a palmer- 
worm, I reckon, to devour what the locust has 
spared.^ 

<< Even so, Frank,^ answered Vincent; ^^ just 
iui the poet sings sweetly, 



In Sootlasd he was bom and fared. 
And, though a beggar, must be fed." 

*^ Hush {^ said Tunstall, ^* remember our mas- 
ter.* 

'^ Pshaw r answered his mercurial companion ; 
'^ he knows <m which side his bread is buttered, 
and I warrant you has not lived so long among 
Englishmen, and by Englishmen, to quarrel with 
us for bearing an English mind. But see, our Scot 
has done gazing at Saint Dunstan^s, and comes 
am* way. By this light, a proper lad and a sturdy. 
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ih spite of freckles and sun-burning. — He comesi 
nearer still, I will have at him.^ 

" And if you do/* said his comrade, ** you 
may gfet a broken head— he looks not as if he 
would carry coals.^ 

** A fig for your threat," said Vincent, and in- 
stantly addressed the stranger. *< Buy a watch, 
most noble northern Thane— buy a watch, to 
count theliours of plenty since the blessed mo- 
ment you left Berwick behind you. — ^Buy bar- 
nacles, to see the English gold lies ready for your 
gripe.— Buy what you will, you shall have credit 
for three days ; for, were your pockets as bare 
as Father Ferguses, you are a Scot in London, 
and you will be stocked in that time.*** The 
stranger looked sternly at the waggish appren- 
tice, and seemed to grasp his cudgel in rather a 
menacing fashion. ^* Buy physic," said the un- 
daunted Vincent, " if you will buy neither time 
nor light — ^physic for a proud stomach, sir; — 
there is a Apothecary's shop on the other ade of 
the way." 

Here the probationary disciple of Galen, who 
stood at his master's door in his flat cap and can^ 
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vas sleeves, With a l«rge wood^i peitle in hit handy 
took up the ball which was fliing to him by Jea* 
Jan, mthy << What d'ye lack, or ?— Buy a choice 
Caledonian salre, Flos mdfkvr. cum hOyro qwmd^ 

^^ To be taken ^after a gentle rubbing^down 
with an English oaken towel,^ said Vincent 

*I1ie bonny Scot bad given fiill scope to the 
pby of this small artillery of city wit, by baiting 
Ins statdy pace, and viewing grimly, first the 
one assailant, and then the other, as if menacing 
either repartee, or more violent revenge. But 
phlegm or prudoice got the better of his indig- 
nirtion, and tossing hb head as one who valued 
not the rtoUery to which he had been exposed, 
he walked down Fleet Street, pursued by the 
borae-laugh of his tormentors* 

<< The Scot will not fight till he sees his own 
Uood,** said Tunstall, whom his north of Eng- 
land extraction had made famiHar with all man- 
ner of proverbs against those who lay yet farther 
north than himself* 

<^ Fahb, I kndw not,^ said Jenkin ; << he kx>ks 
dangerous that fellow— 4ie will bit some one ov«r 
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the noddle before he goes far. Hark !-«liark ! 
—they are rising.'* 

Accordingly, the welLknown cry of, ** 'Pren- 
tices — ^prentices— Clubs— clubsPnowrang along 
Fleet Street ; and Jenkin, snatching up his wea- 
pon, which lay beneath the counter ready at the 
slightest notice, and calling to Tunstall to take 
his bat and follow, leaped over the hatch-door 
which protected the outer shop, and ran as fast 
as he could towards the affray, echoing the cry 
as he ran, and elbowing, or shoving aside, 
whomsoever stdod in his way. His comrade, 
first calling to his master to give an eye to the 
shop, followed Jenkin's example, and ran after 
him as fast as he could, but with more attention 
to the safety ax\^ convenience of otliers ; while 
old David Bamsay, with hands and ^es uplift- 
ed, a green apron before him, and a glass which 
he had been polishing thrust into his bosom, 
came forth to look after the safety of his goods 
and chattels, knowing, by old experience, that 
when the cry of " Clubs'' once arose, he would 
have little aid on the part of bis apprentices. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

This, sir, is one among the Seignoiy, 
Has wealth at will, and will to me his weahfa. 
And wit to cncrease it. Many, his wont £611^ 
Lies in a thzifUess sort of charity. 
That go^ a gadding sometimes after dbjceCa, 
Which wise men will not see when thrust upon them. 

The Old Coupk. 

The ancient gentleman bustled about his shop 
in pettish displeasure, at being summoned hither 
so hastily, to the interruption of his more abstract 
studies ; and, unwilling to renounce the train of 
calculation which he had put in progress, he 
mingled whimsically with the fragments of the 
arithmetical operation, his oratory to the passen- 
gers, and angry reflections on his idle apprentices. 
" What d'ye lack, sir ? Madam, what d'ye lack 
—clocks for hall or tablep-*-night-watehes-^ay- 
watches ?— iocAri ng" uheel being 4S'^he power of 
retorty S^the striking pins are 48— What d'ye 
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lack, honoured sir ? — The quotient — the muUipli^ 
cand^^That the knaves should have gone out at 
this blessed minute l^^he accderixtion being ait ike 
rake of 5 minutesj 55 seconds ^ 53 thirds^ SQJbwrths 
—I will switch them both when thej come back— • 
I will, by the bones of the immortal Napier !^ 

Here the vexed philosopher was iiUampted 
by the entrance of a grave cidzen of a most re- 
i^)ectable appearance, who, saluting him familiar- 
ly by the name of " Davie, my old acquaintance,* 
demanded what had put him so much out of 
sorts, and gave him at the same time a cordial 
grasp of his hand. 

The strangers dress was, though grave, ra-- 
ther richer than usual. His paned hose were 
of black velvet, lined with purple silk, whidi 
garniture appeared at the slashes. His dou- 
blet was of purple cloth, and his short cloak of 
black velvet to correspond with his hose ; and 
both were adorned with a great number of small 
silver buttons richly wrought in filigree. A 
triple chain of gold hung round his neck ; and in 
place of a sword or dagger, he wore at his bdt 
an ordinary knife for the purpose of the table, 
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with a imall sUrer case^ whieh appealed to ocm. 
tain writing materials. He might have seemed 
some secretary or derk engaged in the service of 
the public, only that his low, flat, and unadorned 
cap, and his weU-Uacked shimng shoes, indicated 
that he belonged to the city. He was a well-made 
man, about the middle nze, and seined firm in 
health though adyanoed in years. His looks ex^ 
pressed sagadty and good humour ; and the mr 
of respectability which his dress announced was 
well supported by his clear ey^ ruddy dieek, 
and grey luur. He used the Scottish idiom in 
his first address, but in such a manner that it 
could hardly be distinguished whether he was 
passing upon his frioid a sort of jocose mockoy, 
or whether it was his own native dialect, for his 
(Hndinary discourse had little provincialism. 

In answer to the queries of his respectable 
friend, Bamsay groaned heavily, answering by 
echoing back the question, ^* What ails me. Mas- 
ter Greoige ? Why, everything ails me ! I pnv- 
fess'to you that a man may as well live in Faiiy- 
land as in the Ward of Farmgdm-Without 
My apprentices toe turmd into mere goblins-— 
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they appear and disappear like spunkies, and 
have no more regularity in them than a watch 
without a scapement. If there is a ball to be 
tossed up, or a bullock to be driven mad, or a 
quean to be ducked for scolding, or a head to be 
broken, Jenkin is sure to be at the one end or 
the other of it, and then away skips Francis Tun- 
stall for company* I think the prize-fighters, 
bearJeaders, and mountebanks, are in a league 
against me, my dear frimd, and that they pass 
my house ten umes for any other in the ci^ 
Helens an Italian fellow come over too, that they 
call Punchindlo ; and, all together-——^ 

** Well,^ interrupted Master George, •* but 
what is SI this to the present case ?^ 

<* Why,^ replied Ramsay, *< here has been a 
cry of thieves or murder, (I hope that will prove 
the least of it amongst these English pock-pud- 
ding swine !) and I have been interrupted in the 
deepest calculation erer mortal man plunged into, 
Master George.^ 

*• What, man P replied Master Greorge^ « you 
must take patience-— You are a man that deals 
in time, and can make it go fast and slow at plea- 

9 



32 ;ZHE FOBTUN£S OF XIGBL. 

sure ; you, of all the world, have least reason :to 
a^mpI^Q if d little o£ it be lost now and then. But 
here come yout boys, and brining in a slain man 
betwixt them, I think— «here has been serious mis- 
chief, I am afraid.^ 

*^ The more mischief the better sport,^ said the 
crabbed old watch-maker. ^' I am Uithe, though, 
that it'^s neither of the twa loons themselyes. — 
What are ye bringing a corpse here for, ye fause 
villains?^ he added, addressing the two appren- 
tices, who, at the head of a considerable mob of 
their own class, some of whom bore evident marks 
of a recent fray, were carrying the body betwixt 
them. 

'< He is not dead yet, sir,^ answered Tunstall. 

^^ Carry him into the apothecary^sthen,^ replied 
his master. << D^ye think I can set a man^s life in 
motion again, as if he were a dock or a time-piece ?^ 

^^ For godsake, old friend,^ said his acquaint- 
ance, ^^ let ua have him here at the nearest— he 
seems only in a swoon .^ 

^^ A swoon ?^ said Ramsay, <^ and wHat busi- 
ness had he to swoon in the streets ? Only, if it 
will oblige my friend Master George, I would 

15 
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take in all the dead men in St Dunstan^s parish. 
CaH Sam Porter to look after the shop." 

So saying, the stunned man, being the identic 
eal Scotsman who had passed a short time before 
amidst the jeers of the appirentic^, was carried 
into the back shop of the artist, and there placed 
in im armed chair till the apothecary from over 
the way came to his asristance. This gentleman, 
UB sometimes happens to those of the learned pro- 
fessions, bad rather more lore than knowledge, 
md began to talk of the sinciput and oociput, 
and cerebrum and cerebellum, until he exhaust* 
ed David Hamsay^s brief stock of patience. 

^' Bell-um ! beU«eU-um i* he repeated, with great 
indignation ; ** What signUy all the bdls in Lon* 
don, if you do not put a plaister on the chield^s 
crown i^ 

Master George, with bettisr directed seal, asked 
the apothecary whether bleeding mi^t not be 
useful ; when, after humming and hawing for a 
moment, and being unable, upon the spur of the 
occasion, to suggest anything else, the man of 
pharmacy obsefvad, that it would, at all events, 
relieve the brain or cerebrum, in case there waaa 
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tendency to the deposiiation of any extravasaled 
blood, to operate as a pressure upon that delicate 
organ. Fortunately he was adequate to perform- 
ing this ojperattbn ; and being powerfully aided 
by Jenkin Y inc^t, (who was learned in all cases 
of broken head,) with plenty of cold water, and a 
Uttle vinegar, applied according to the sdentific 
method practised by the botdeliolders in a mo-^ 
dem ring, the man began to raise himself on bis 
chair, draw his cloak tightly around him, and 
look about like one who struggles to recover 
sense and recollection. 

<^ He had better lie down on the bed in the> 
little back closet,^ said Mr Bainsay^s vLntor, idho 
seemed perfectly familiar with the acoommoda-' 
tions which the house afforded; • > 

" He is welcome to my share of the truckle,^, 
said Jenkin, — ^for inthe said back closet w^ne the 
two apprentices abcoinmodated in one truckle-' 
bed,— -<< I can sleep under the counter.^ 

*< So can I,** said Tunstall, << and the poor fel- 
low can have the bed all night.^ > 

^^ Sleep,^ said the apothecary, <* b, in the opi- 
nion of Galen, a restorative and febrifuge, and is 
most naturally taken in a truckle-bed.^ 
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" Whel^ a bettct cannot be come by — ^ sud 
Master George ; '^ but these are two honest lads; 
to give up their beds so willingly. Come, off 
with his cloak, and let us bear him to his couch—* 
I will send for Dr Irving the king^s chirurgeon— - 
he does not live far off, and that shall be my share 
of the Samaritan*^ dut^, neighbour Ramsay.^ 

*• Well, sir," said the apothecary, " it is at 
your pleasure to send for other advice, and I 
shall not object to consult with Dr Irving or any 
other medical person of skill, neither to continue 
to furnish such drugs as may be needful from 
my pharmacopeia. However, whatever Dr Ir- 
vine, who, I think, hath had his degrees in Edin 
burgh, or Dr Any-one-beside, be he Scottish or 
English, may say to the contrary, sleep, taken 
timeously, is a febrifuge or sedative, and also a 
restorative.*** 

He muttered a few more learned words, and 
concluded by informing Ramsay^s friend in Eng- 
lish far more intelligible than his Latin, that he 
would look to him as his paymaster, for medi- 
cines, care, and attendance, furnished, or to be 
furnished, to this party unknown. 
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Master George only replied by desiring him to 
send bis bill for what he had already to obaige, 
and to give himself no further trouble unless he 
heard fipom him* The phammcopolist» who, from 
discx>veries made by the doak fifdling a fittle aside^ 
had no great opinion of the faoul^of thb ehanca 
patient tomakerennbursanent^had no soonwse^i 
his case espoused by a substantiai atiaen, than he 
shewed some reluctanoe to quit possession of the 
case^ and it required a shcN^t and stan hial from 
MasterGeorge, wUch, with all his good humour, 
he was capable of expressing when occasioa s«r« 
▼edy to send to his own dwelling this Escidapius 
of Temple Bar. 

When they were lid of Mr Baredrench, th^ 
charitable efforts of Jenkin and Francis, to di- 
vest tfie patient of his long grey cLoak, were firmly 
resisted on his own part.— ^^ My life suner<-«Hny 
life suner,^ he muttered in indistinct murmurs. In 
these efforts to retain hb upper garment, which 
was too tender to resbt mudt handling,it gaveway 
at length with a loud rent, which almost threw dw 
patient into a second syncope, and he sate before 
them in his under garments, the looped and re- 
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paifed wretcbedneBS of winch moired at once pity 

« 

and laughter, and had certainly been the cauM 
of his unwillingness to resign the mantle^ which, 
like the virtue of charity, served to cover so many 
imperfections. 

The man himself cast his eyes on his poverty* 
struck garb, and seemed so much ashamed of the 
disclosure, that, muttering between his teeth, thirt 
he would be too late for an appointment, he made 
an effort to rise and leave the shop, which wai 
easily prevented by Jenkin Vincent and his com* 
rade, who, at the nod of Master Gkorge, laid 
hoM of and detained him in his chair. Th^ 
patient next looked round him ior a moment, 
and then said faintly in his broad northern Ian- 
guagcr— ^' What sort of usage ca** ye this, geiw 
tlemen, to a stranger and a sojourner in your 
town ? Ye hae broken my head — -ye hae riven 
my doak, and now ye are for restraining my per- 
sonal liberty ! They were wiser than me,^ he said, 
after a moment- s pause, <* that counselled me to 
wear my warst claithing in the streets of London ; 
and if I could have got any things worse than 
these mean garments,^-^(<< Which would have 
been very difficult,^ said Jin Vin, in a whisper 
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to.hifi Gompamaiiy) '* they would have been eVn 
Qwer giiid for the grips o'^men sae little aoqaent- 
ed with the laws of iKMiest dYility."*^ 

^< To say the truth,^ said Je&kto, unable to 
forbear any longer, although the dincipltne of the 
times prescribed to those in hb atuation a d^ree 
of respectful distance and hqnulity in the presence 
of parents, masters, or seniors, of which the pre- 
sent age has no idea-^^^ To say truth, the good 
geptleman'*sclothes look as if they would not brook 
much handling.^ 

^ Hold your peace, young man,^ sud Master 
George, with a tone of authority ; ** never mock 
the stranger, or the poor— the black ox has not 
.trode on your foot y et-*you know not what lands 
you may travel in, or wha^ clothes you may wear, 
before you die.'' 

Vincent held down his head and stood rebuked, 
but the stranger did not apoept the apology which 
was made for him. 
^^ I am a stranger, sir,'* said he, ^* that is cer^ 
tain ; though methinks, that bdng such, I have 
been somewhat familiarly "treated in this town of 
yours ;•— but as for my bring poor, I think I need 
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not be charged with poverty, till I seek siller of 
somebody.'" 

'^ The dear country all over,^^ said Master 
Greorge in a whisper to David Ramsay, ^^ pride 
and poverty.^ 

But David had taken out his tablets and silver 
;pen, and, deeply immersed in calculations, in 
^which he rambled over all the terms of arithme- 
Uc, from the simple unit to millions, billions, and 
trillions, neither heard nor answered the observa- 
jtion pf his friend, who, seeing his abstraction, 
turned again to the Scot. 
> <^ I fancy now. Jockey, if a stranger were to 
offer you a noble, you would chuck it back at his 
head?** 

^^ Not if I could do him honest service for it, 
ur,*" said the Scot ; << I am willing to do what 
I may to be useful, though I come of an honour- 
able house, and may be sud to be in a sort in- 
differently weel provided for.^ 
^ '^ Ay !^ said the interrogator, ^^ and what house 
may claim the honour of your descent ?^ 

*^ An ancient coat belongs to it, as the play 
says,^ whispered Vincent to his companion, 
* ^^ Come, Jockey, out with it,^ continued Master 
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Gaoige^ obflerviog that the Soot, as uiual withkb 
couDtrymen, when asked a bliinty stnu^t^for- 
ward question, took a little time before answer- 
«ng it: 

" I am no more Jockey, sir, than you are John,^ 
said the stranger, as if ofeoded at bong address- 
ed by a name, which at that time was used, m 
Sawney now is, for a genenJ appellatiye of the 
Scottish nation* ^* My name, if you must know 
it, is Bichie Moniplies ; and I eome of the old 
and honourable house of Castle CoUop, wad 
kenn'd at the West Fort of Edmbqrgfa.^ 

<< What is that you call the West Porir pro^ 
oseded the interrogator. 

^* Why, an it like your bonour,^ said Kchit^ 
wbonow having recovered bis amses suflSdently to 
obscrye the respectafaleexteriorof MatterGcorg^ 
threw morectvilky into his maaaer than at firs(^ 
<^ the West Port is agate of our dty, as yonder 
brick arphes at WhitehaB form <he entiance of 
the Singh's palace here, only that tlie West Fort 
is of stonent work, and mair decorated with ar* 
cbitecture and tfae policy of h^go^inj^^ 

<' Nouns, man, the WhitebaU gatewagrs were 
planned by the ^eat jKo^brin,"* imswered Marter 
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George^ '* I suspect your aocideiil has ji 
your brains, my good fnend. I sappoio you 
will tell me next, you have at Edinburgh as floe a 
navigable river as the Thames, with all its ship- 
ping.** 

<^ The Thames T exclaimed Richie, in a tone 
of ineffable contempts— <^ God blessyaur honour's 
judgment, we have at Edinbur^^ the Water«of- 
Leith and the Nor-loch 1"^ 

<< And the Pow«Bum, and the QuarryJ^iles, 
and the Gusedub, fause loim,^ answered Master 
George, speaking Scotch with a strong and na. 
tuial emphasis ; ^^ it is such land^louperB as you 
that, with your falset and fiiir fashions, bnag re. 
pioach on our whole country*^ 

<^ God foigie me, sir,^ said Biehie, mudi sur- 
prised at finding the supposed southern convert- 
ed into a nitive Scot, <^ I took your honomr for 
an Englisher ! But I hope there was^ naetbing 
wrang m standing up for ane^s ain eountry^s ^re- 
dit in a strange land, where all men cry her do wn.^ 

<< Do you call it for your country^s credit, to 
shew that she has a lying puffing raatcal lof one of 
h^ cbildr^ ?^ said Master George, ^f But come, 
man, never look grave on it,-HM you have found 
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acDantrjnmi, so you have found a friend if you 
deserve one-pand specially if you answer me 
truly."" 

'* I see nae gude it wad do me to speak ought 
else but truth,"" said the worthy North Briton. 

^ Well then — to b^in,"" said Master George, 
^ I suspect you are a son of old Mungo M oni^ 
plies, the flesher, at the West-Port^ 

« Your honour is a witdn' I think,"" said 
Bidue, grinning. 

<^ And how diured you, or, to uphold him for 
anoUe?"" 

<< I dinna ken, sir,^ said Richie, scmtching 
his head ; ^* I hear mickle of an Earl of War^ 
wick in these southern parts,«-6uy I think his 
name w«s,-and he hw great reputation here for 
slaying dun cows, and boars, and such like ; and I 
am soie my father ha. kiUedmoreoowsand boars, 
not to mention bulls, calves, sheep, ewes, lambs, 
and pigs, than the hail Baronage of Ei^land."" 

*' 60 to ! you are a shrewd knave,"" said 
Master George ; ^^ charm your tongue, and take 
care of saucy answers. Your father was an ho- 
nest burgher, and the deacon of his craft : I am 
sorry to see his son in so poor a coat."" 
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<* Indifferent, sir^'^said Richie Moniplies, kx>k- 
iag jiffmB ask hi« garmeat^r-^^' very indifierept ; 
but it 16 the wqnted livery of yagr iM U jg hc p t 'aoBg 
in our cpiintry—- ope of Luckie Want^3 bestowing 
upon us— rest us patient The King^s leaving 
Scotland has taken all custom frae Edinburgh ; 
and there is hay made at the Cross, and a dainty 
crop of fouats in the Grass-market There is as 
much grass grows where my father'^s stall. stood, 
as might have been a good bite for the beasts he 
was used to kiU.^ 

fMt is even too true,^ said Master George ; 
'^ .and while we make fprtupes here, our old 
]ieighbo.urs and their families ^re staitving at 
hom^. This should be thought upon oftener.^ — 
And how came you by that broken head, Richie ? 
—tell me honestly.'*' 

*^ Troth, sir, Fse no lee about the matter,^ an- 
swered Moniplies. " I was coming alang the street 
here, and ilk ane was at me with their jests and 
roguery. So I thought tomysell^ye are owermony 
for m^ to meU with ; but let me patch ye in Bar- 
ford^s Park, or at the fit of the Vennel, I could 
gar some of ye sing another sang. , Sae. ae auld 
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hirpling deeril of a potter behoved just to step in 
my way and offer me a pig, as he said, just to put 
my Scotch ointment in, and I gave him a push, 
as but natural, and the tottering deevil couped 
owet Umang his ain pigs, and damaged a score 
of them. And then the reird raise, and hadna 
these twa, gentlemen helped me out of it, mur-i 
dered I suld hae been, without remeid. And as 
it was, just when they got baud of my arm to 
have me out of the fray, I got the lick that 
donnerit me from a lefuhanded lighter-man.^ 

Master George looked to the apprentices as if 
to demand the trutih of this story. 

<* It is just ds he says, sir,^ replied Jenkin ; 
** only I heattl nothiiig about pigs. — The people 
said he had broke some crockery, and that^— I b^ 
pardon, sir — ^nobody could thrive within the ken- 
ning of a Scot.^ 

** Well, no matter what they said, you were 
an honest fellow to help the weaker side-— And 
you, sirrafhf^ continued Master George, address- 
ing his countryman, *^ yrnil call at my house to- 
nK»Tow morning, agreeable to this direction.^ 

*< I will wait upon your honour,^ said the 
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Socyt, bowing very low ; ^ that is, if my hixiiour. 
aUe mtster wUl permit me.^ 

^< Thy master ?"" said George^— << Hast thou 
any other master save Want, whose livery you 
say you wear ?'* 

** Troth, in one sense, if it please your honour, 
I serve twa masters,^ said Richie; *^ for both my 
master and me are slaves to that same beidamey 
whom we thought to shew our heels to by coining 
i^from Scotland. So that you see, sir, I hold in 
a sort of black ward tenure, as we call it in our 
country, being the servant of a servant.^ 

<< And what is your mastwV name ?^ said 
George; and observing thut Ricdiie hesitated, 
he added, ^^ Nay, do not tell me, if it is a 00- 
ereV 

*' A secret that there is little use in keeping,^ 
said Richie ; '^ only ye ken that our northern sto- 
machs are ower proud to call in witnesses to our 
distress. No that mymasterisinmair than present 
pindi, sir,^ he added, looking tpwards the two 
English apprentices^ *^ having a large sum in the 
Royal Treasury-*»tbat iS|^ he continued^ in a 
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wbitper to Master (reorge^-**' the Kbg is oiring 
him a lot of siller ; but it^s ill getting at it iCs 
like.^--^My master is the young Lord Glenvar- 
lodi." 

Master George testified surprise at tlie name.-* 
<< You one of the young Lord Glenvarloch^s fol- 
loweirs, and in such a condition !^ 

** Troth, and I am all the followers he has, for 
the present that is ; and blithe wad I be if he 
were muckle better aff than I am, though I were 
to bide as 1 am.^ 

<^ I have seen his fath^ with four gentlimeii 
and ten lackeys at his heels,^ said Mastel* George, 
<^ rustiing in their 4aces and velvets. Well, this 
is a changeful world, but there is a better beyond 
it«— The good old house of Glenvarloch, that 
stood by king andoountry five hundred years !'** 

^< Your honour may say a thousand,^ said the 
follower. 

^^ I will say what t know to be true, friend," 
said the dttzen, ^' and not a n^ord more. — ^You 
seem well recovered now, can you walk ?" 

<« Bravely, sir," said Richie ; << it was but a 
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bit doV^. I Was bred at the West Port, and my 
oantle will stand a cldur wad bring a stol dowtL** 
Where does your roaster lodge ?^ 
We pit up, an it like your honour,^ replied 
the Scot, <' in a sma"^ house at the fit of ane of the 
wynds that gang down to the waterside^, with a 
decent man, John Christie, a ship-chandler» as 
theyca'^t. His father came from Dundee. Iwotna 
the name of the wynd^ but it'*s right anent the 
mickle kirk yonder ; and your honour will mind 
that we pass only by our family-name of ^ple 
Mr Nigel Olifaunt, as keeping ourselves retired 
for the present, though in Scotland we be called 
the Lord Nigel.'^ 

^^ It is wisely done of your master,^ said the 
citi^eni -^^ I will find out your lodgings, though 
your direction be none of the clearest.'^ So say-» 
ing, and slipping a piece of money at the same 
time into Richie Moniplies^s hand, he bid him 
hasten.home, and get into no more, affrays* 

<^ I will take care of that now, sir,'^ said Bichiei 
with a look of importance, ^^ having a charge 
about me. And so, wusidng ye a^ weel, with spe- 
cial thanks to these twa young gentlemen- 

12 



48 THE FOBTUMES OF NIGEL. 

<^ I am no gentleman,^ said Jenkin, flingiDg hk 
cap on his head.—-** I am a tight London ^prea« 
tice, and hope to be a freeman one day. Frank 
may write himself gentleman, if he will.^ 

*' I teas a gendonan onoe,^ said Tunstall, 
** and I hope I have done nothing to lose the 
name of one.^ 

** Wed, wed, as ye list,^ said Richie Moni-* 
plies ; ** but I am muckle beholden to ye baith 
»^^nd I am not a hair the less iike to bear it in 
mind thiri; I say but fittle about it just now.— « 
Gude night to you, my kind countryman.^ So 
saying, he thrust out of the sleeve of his ragged 
doublet a long bony hand and arm, on which the 
musdes rose like whip-cord. 

Master George shook it heartily, labile Jenkin 
and Frank exdianged sly looks with each other. 
Richie Moniplies would next have addressed his 
thanks to the master of the shop, but seeing him, 
as he afterwards seiAj ** scribbling on his bit 
bookie as if he were demented,^ he contented his 
politeness with ** giving him a hat,^ and so left the 
riiop. 

9 
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" Now there goes Scotch Jockey, with all his 
bad and good about him,^ said Master George 
to Master David, who suspended, though unwil- 
lingly, the calculations with which he was enga- 
ged, and, keeping his pen within an inch of the 
tablets, gazed on his friend with great lack-lustre 
eyes, which expressed any thing rather than in- 
telligence or interest in the discourse addressed to 
him. ^< That fellow,^ proceeded Master George, 
without heeding bis friend'*s state of abstraction, 
'^ shews, with great liveliness of colouring, how 
our Scotch pride and poverty makes liars and 
braggarts of us $ and yet the knave, whose every 
third word to an Englishman is a boastful lie, 
will, I warrant you, be a true and tender friend 
and follower to his master, and ha^perhaps parted 
with his mantle to him in the cold blast, although 
he walked himself in cuerpo^ as the Don says. 
Strange, that courage and fidelity — ^for I will war- 
rant that the knave is stout-— should have no better 
companions than this swaggering braggadochio 
humour. But you mark me not, friend Davie.^ 
'^ I do««I do, most heedfuUy,^ said Davie; 
*^ for as the sun goeth round the dial-plate in 
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twenty-four hours, add fat the moon fifty minutes 
and a half ^ 

'* You are in the seinenth heavens, man," said 
hisoompamoti. 

^ I erave your pardon," replied Davie ; *^ let 
the whed A go round in. twenty*fiiur hour&~I 
have it-'-'-and the i^eel B in twenty-four hours, 
fifty minutes and a half—^fiftjHseven bang to 
fifty-four as fifty-nine to twenty-four hours fifty 
minutes and a half ^ or v^ neariy,-^! crave your 
forg^eness. Master George, and heartily wish 
you good-even " 

*' Good-^even ?" said Master George 5 •* why, 
you have not wished me good-day yet Come, 
old friend, lay by these taUets, or you will crack 
the inner machinery of jfotir skull, as-our friend 
yondar has got the outer case of his damaged.^— 
Good-night, quoiha ! I mean not to part with 
you so easily ; I came to g^t my fourJiour^s 
nuncheon frcm. you, man, besides a tune cm the 
lute fhmi my god-daughter, Mrs Marget." 

^^Goodfaidi! I was abstracted, Master Ge(»ge 
—but you know me— whenever I get amongst 
the wheels,"— -said Mr Ramsay, " why* 
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<< Lucky that you deal in small ones,^ sakd his 
friend, as, awakened from his reveries and calcu- 
lations, Ramsay led the way up a little back- 
stair to the first story, occupied by his daughter 
and his litde household. 

The apprentices resumed their places in the 
front shop, and rehered Sam Porter^ when Jen-^ 
kin said to Tunstdll^-^^' Didat see, Frank, bow 
the old goldsmith cottoned in with his beggarly 
tountryman ? when would one of his having 
have shaken hands so courteously with a poor 
Englishman ? Well, I'll say that £ot &e best 
of die Scots, that they will go over head and ears 
to serve a countryman, when they will iiot wet a 
nail of their finger to save a Southron, as they 
call us, from drowning. And yet Maliter George 
is but half-bred Scot neither in that reiq>ect ; for 
I have known him do many a kind thing to the 
English too.^ 

<< But hark ye, Jenkin,^ said Tunstall, << I 
think you are but half-bred English yourself ;-«• 
how came you to strike on the Scotsman's side 
after all ?'^ 
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Why, you did so too," answered Vincent. 

^ Ay, because I saw you b^n ; and, besides, 
it is no Cumberland fashion to fall fifty upon 
one^^ replied Tunstall. 

<* And no Christ-Chuidi feuhion neither,^ said 
Jenkin. ** Fair play and old England for erer. 
Beades, to tell you a secret, his voice had a 
twang in it — in the dialect I mean — reminded 
me of a little tongue which I think sweeter- 
sweeter than the last toll of St Dunstan^s will 
sound, on the day that I am shot of my inden- 
tures— ha !— you guess who I mean, Frank ?" 

« Not I, indeed,"* answered TunstalL <« Scotch 
Janet, I suppose, the laundress.^ 

<< Off with Janet in her own bucking basket ! 
•—no, no, no I—You blind buzzard,— do you 
not know I mean pretty Mrs Marget !" 

<^ Umph r answered Tunstall, drily. 

A flash of anger, not unmingled with suq>i- 
don, shot from Jenkin^s keen black eyes. 

^^ Umph ! — and what signifies umph ? I am 
not the first "prentice has married his master^s 
daughter, I think ?"" 
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They kept their own secret, I fancy," said 
Tunstall, ^* at least till they were out of their 
time." 

*^ I tell you what it is, Frank," answered Jen- 
kin, sharply, ^^ that may be the fashion of you 
gentle-folks that are taught from your biggen to 
carry two faces imder the same hood, but it shall 
never be mine." 

^' There are the stairs then/* said TunstaU, 
coolly ; '^ go up and ask Mrs Marget of our 
master just now, and see what sort of a face he 
will wear under his hood." 

^^ No, I wonnot," answered Jenkin ; '^ I am 
not such a fool as that ndther ; but I will take 
my own time, and all the Counts in Cumberland 
shall not cut my comb, and this is that which you 
may depend upon." 

Frands made no reply; and they resumed 
their usual attention to the business of the shop, 
and thdir usual solidtations to the passengers. 
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CHAPTER III. 



BobadiL I pray you possess no gallant of your acquttntance 
with a knowledge of my lodging. 
Master Maithcw, Who, I, sir ? — ^Lord, sir ! 

Bek Joirsojr. 



The next moming found Nigel Olifaunt^ the 
youBg Lord of Glenyarloeh, aeated, sad and soli- 
tary, in his little apartment in the mansion of John 
Christie, the ship^dbiandler, which that honest 
tradesman, in gratitude perhaps to the profe^sbn 
from which he derived his chief support, seemed 
to haare oonstmcted as nearly as possible upon 
the plan of a ship^s cabin. 

It was situated near to Paul's Wharf, at the 
end of one of those intricate and narrow lanes, 
which, until that part of the city was swept away 
by the great fire in 1666, constituted an extra- 
ordinary labyrinth of small, dark, damp, and un- 
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wholescmie streets and alleys, in one comer at 
other of which the plague was then as surelyfound 
lurking, as in the obscure comers of Constanti- 
nople in our own time. Biitd'ohnChruitie^s house 
looked out upoii tfad river, and had the advan.' 
iagCf therefore, of free air,— impregnated, how- 
ever, with the odoriferous fumes of the articles 
in which the ship-diandler dealt, with the odour 
of pitch, and the natural scent of the ooze and 
sludge left by the reflux of the tide. 

Upon the whole, except that his dweUmg did 
not fibat with the flood-tide, and become strand- 
ed with the ebb, the young lord was nearly as 
comfortably accommodated as he was winle on 
board the littk trading brig from the long town 
of Kirkcaldy, iii Fife, by which hel had come 
a passenger to L&ndon. He received, however, 
every attention which could be paid him by 
his honest landlord, John Cfarii^b ; for Bidiie 
Moniplies had not thought it necessary to pre- 
serve his master's mcognUo so completely, but 
that the honest ship-chandler could fonn a 
guess that his guesf s quality was superior to 
his appearance. As for Dame Nell, his wife^ 



56 THE FORTmiBS OF MIGSI.. 

a round, buxom, laughter-loving dame, with 
black eyes, a tight well-laced boddice, a green 
apron, and a red petticoat edged with a slight 
ffllver hce, and judiciously shortened so as to 
shew that a short heel, and a ti^t dean ande,' 
rested upon her well-burnished shoe,— -she^ of 
course, felt interest in a young man, who, be- 
sides being very handsome, good-humoured, and 
eanly satisfied with the accommodations her house 
afforded, was evidently of a rank, as well as man- 
ners, highly superior to the skippers, (or Cap- 
tains, as they call themselves,) of merchant ves- 
sels, who were the usual t^iants of the apartments 
which she let to hire ; and at whose departure 
she was sure to find her well-scrubbed floor soiled 
with the relics of tobacco, (which, spite of King 
Jameses Counterblast, was theif fordng itself in- 
to use,) and her best curtJEuns impregnated with 
the odour of Geneva and strong waters, to Dame 
NeUy'*s great indignation ; for, as she truly said, 
the smell of the shop and warehouse was bad 
enough without these additions. 

But all Mr Olifaunt^s habits were regular 
and cleanly, and his address, though frank and 
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fitapldy shewed so much of the courtier and 
gentleman, as formed a strong contrast with the 
loud halloo, coarse jests, and boisterous impa- 
tience, of her maritime inmates. Dame Nelly 
saw that her guest was melancholy also, not* 
withstanding his efforts to seem contented and 
cheerful ; and in short she took that sort of in- 
terest in him, without bdng herself aware of its 
extent, which an unscrupulous gallant might have 
been tempted to improve to the prejudice of 
honest John, who was at least a score of years 
older than his helpmate. Olifaunt, howeyer, 
had not only other matters to think of, biit would 
have regarded such an intrigue, had the idea ever 
occurred to him, as an abominable and ungrate- 
ful encroachment upon the laws of hospitality, 
his religion having been by his late father formed 
upon the strict principles of the national faith, 
and his morality upon those of the nicest honour. 
He had not escaped the predominant weakness 
of his country, an overweening sense of the pride 
of birth, and a disposition to value the worth and 
consequence of others according to the number 
and the fame of th^ deceased ancestors ; but 
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this pride of family was well subdued, and io ge- 
neral almost entirely concealed, by his good sense 
and general courtesy. 

Such as we have described him, Nigel Olifaunt, 
or rather the young Lord Glenrarloch, was, wh^n 
our narrative takes him up, under great perplex, 
ity respecting the fate of his trusty and only M^ 
lower. Richard Moniplies had been dispatched 
by his ycHing master, early in the preceding mon^ 
ing, as far as the court at Westminster, but had 
not yet returned. His evening adventures the 
reader is already acquati^ed with, and so iFar 
knows more of Bicfaie than did his master, who 
had not heard of him Sot twenty-four hours. 
Dame Nelly Christie, in the meantime, regarded 
her guest'With some anxie^, and a great de»re 
to comfort him if possible. She placed on the 
breakfast-table a noble piece of cold powdered 
be^, with its usual guards of turnip and carrot, 
recommended her mustard as coming direct from 
her coui»n at Tewksbury, and spiced the toast 
with her own hands— and with her own hands, 
also, drew a jug o( stout and nappy ale, all of 
which were elements of the substantial breaklkst 
of the period. 
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When she saw that her guest^s anxiety prevent- 
ed him from doing justice to the good cheer which 
she set before him, she commenced her career of 
verbal conaolatioin with the usual volubility of 
those women in her station, who, conscious of 
good ]ooks> good intaition^^ and good bings, en- 
tertain no fear either of wearying themselves or 
(^fatiguing their auditCHrs. 

" Now, what the good year ! are we to send you 
. down to Scotland as thin as you came up ? — I am 
sure it would be contrary to the course of nature. 
Th^e was my good man^s father, old Suidie 
Christie, I have heard he was an atomy when he 
came up from the North, and I am sure he died. 
Saint Bamaby was ten years, at twepty stone 
weight I was a bare-headed giri at the time and 
lived in the neighbourhood, thou^ I had little 
thought of marrying John then, who had a score 
of years the better of me— but he is a thriving 
man and a kind hu8bsnd*-**and his jEeUJier, as I was 
saying, died as fat as a churchwarden. Well, 
sir, but I hope I have not offisnded you for my 
little joke — and I hope the ide ia to your honour^s 
i&iog,-*--end the beef-— «nd the mustard?^ 
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*^ All excellent— all too good,'' answered Oli- 
faunt ; '^ you have every thing so clean and tidy, 
dame, that I shall not know how to live when I 
go back to my own country-— if ever I go back 
there.'' 

This was added as it seemed involuntarily, and 
with a deep sigh. 

^^ I warrant your honour go back again if you 
like it," said the dame ; '^ unless you think rather 
of taking a pretty, well-dowered English lady, as 
some of your country-folks have done. I assure 
yoUfSome of thebestofthedty have married Scots- 
men. There was Lady Trebleplumb, Sir Tho- 
mas Trebleplumb the great Turkey merchant's 
widow, married Sir Awley Macauley^ whom 
your honour knows, doubtless ; and pretty Mis- 
tress Doublefee, old Serjeant Doublefee's daugh- 
ter, jumped out of window, and was married at 
May-fair to a Scotsman, with a hard name ; and 
old Pitchpost the timber-merchant's daughters 
did little better, for they married two Irishmen ; 
and when folks jeer me about having a Scotsman 
for lodger, meaning your honour, I tell them they 
are afraid of thdr daughters and their mistresses ; 
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and sure I have a right to stand for the Scotch, 
nnce John Christie is half a Scotchman, and a thri- 
ving man, and a good husband, though there is 
a score of years between us ; and so I would have 
your honour cast care away, and mend your 
breakfast with a morsel and a draught.'" 

^^ At a word, my kind hostess, I cannot,^ said 
Olifaunt ; ^^ I am anxious about this knave of 
mine, who has been so long absent in this dan- 
gerous town of yours.'' 

It may be noticed in passing, that Dame 
Nelly's ordinary mode of consoladon was to dis- 
prove the existence of any cause for distress; 
and she is said to have carried this so far as to 
comfort a neighbour, who had lost her husband, 
with the assurance that the dear defunct would 
be better to-morrow, which perhaps might not 
have proved an appropriate, even if it had been a 
possible, mode of relief. On this occasion she 
denied stoutly that Richie had been absent alto- 
gether twenty hours ; and as for people being 
killed in the streets of London, to be sure two 
men had been found in Tower-ditch last week, 
but that was far to the east, and the other poor 
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man that had his throat cut in the fields, had met 
his mishap near by Islington ; «id he that was 
stabbed bj the young Templar in a drunken 
frolic, by Saint Clement'^s in the Strand, was an 
Irishman. All which evidence she produced to 
shew that none of these casualties had occurred 
in a case exactly parallel with that of Richie, a 
Scotsman and on his return from Westminster^ 

<^ My better oomfcxrt is, my good dame,^ an- 
swered Olifaunt, *' that the lad is no brawler or 
quarreller, unless strongly urged, and that he 
has no diarge about him eiLcepting pap^v ci some 
moment.'* 

** Your honour speaks rery well,'* retorted the 
inexhaustible hostess, who protracted her task 
of taking away, and putting to rights, in order 
that she might prolong her gossip. ^^ Fll up« 
hold Master Moniplies to be neither rereller nor 
brawler, for if he liked such things he might he 
visiting and junkettingwith the young fcdks about 
here in the neighbourhood, and he never dreams 
of it ; and when I asked the young man to go 
as far as my gossip^s, Dame Drinkwater, to taste 
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a glaiss of anniseed, and a bit of the groaning 
cheese, — ^for Dame Drinkwater has had twins, as 
I told your honour, mr — and I meant it quite 
dvilly to the young man, but he chose to sit and 
keep house with John Christie ; and I dare say 
there is a score of years between them, for your 
honour^s servant looks scarce much older than I 
am. I wonder what they could have to say to each 
other. I asked John Christie, but he bid me go 
to sleep.'' 

^ If h^ comes not soon,'" said his master^ ** I 
will thsoik you to tell me what magistrate I can 
address myself to ; for, besides my anxiety for 
the poor fellow^s safety, he has papars of impor- 
tance about him.^ 

*^ O ! your honour may be assured he will be 
back in a quarter of an hour,^ said Dame Ndly ; 
<^ he is not the lad to stay out twenty-four hours 
at a stretch. And for the papers, I am sure 
your honour will pardon him for just giving me 
a peep at the com^, as I was giving him a small 
cup, not so large as my thimble, of distilled wa- 
ters, to fortify his stomach against the damps, 
and it was directed to the King^s Most Excellent 
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Majesty ; and so doubtless his Majesty has kept 
Richie out of dvility to consider of your honour^s 
letter, and send hack a fitting reply .'** 

Dame Nelly here hit by chance on a more 
available topic of consolation than those she had 
hitherto touched upon; for the yoqthful lord 
had himself some vague hopes that his messen- 
ger might have been delayed at Court until a 
fitting and favourable answer should be dispatch- 
ed back to him. Inexperienced, however, in 
public affairs as he certainly was, it required only 
a moments coKuidenitioB to coimiiee him of the 
improbability of an expectation so contrary to all 
he had heard of etiquette, as well as the dila- 
tory proceeding in a court-suit, and he answer- 
ed the good-natured hostess with a sigh, that he 
doubted whether the King would even look on 
the paper addressed to him, far less take it into 
his immediate consideration. 

" Now, out upon you for a fmnt-heerted gen^ 
tleman,^^ said the good dame ; *^ and why should 
he not do as much for us as our gradous Queen 
Elizabeth ? Many people say this and that about 
a queen and a king, but I think a king comes 

10 
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more natural to us EDglish fdks ; and tbii^ g(^ 
gentleman goes as often down by water to Gt^en- 
wich, and employs as many at the barge-men and 
tf ater-men of all kinds; and maintains^ in bb royal 
grace^ John Taylor the wateF<*poet, who keeps 
both a sculler and a pair of oars. And he has made 
a comely Court at Whitehall, just by th^ river ; 
and since the King is so good a friend to the 
Thames, 1 cannot see, if it please your honour, 
why all his subjects, and your honour in special^ 
ty, should not have satisfaction by bis hands«^ 

^* True, dame— true,— let us hope for the 
best ; but I must take my cloak and rajner, and 
pray your husb&nd in courtesy to teach me the 
way to a ma^strate.*" 

" Sure, sir," said the prompt dame, " I can 
do that as well as he, who has been a slow man 
6f his tongue all his life, though I will give him 
his due for being a loving husband, and a man 
as well to pass in the world as any betwixt us 
and the top of the lane. And so there is the 
dtting alderman, that is always at the Guild- 
hall, which is close by Paul% and sol warrant 
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you he puts all to rights in the city that wisdom 
caumeiid ; mid for the rest there is no help but 
patience* But I wish I were as sure of forty 
pounds^ as I am that the young man will come 
back safe, and sound.*" 

Oli&unt^ in great and anxious doubt of what 
the good dame so stron^y averred, flung his 
doak on one shoulder, and was about to belt on 
his rajner, when first the ycice of Bichie Moni« 
plies on the stair, and then that fiuthful emis- 
sary^s appearance in the chamber, put the matter 
beyond question. Dame Nelly, after amgratu- 
lating Moniplies on his return, and paying seve- 
ral compliments to her own sagacity for having 
foretold it, was at length pleased to leave the 
apartment The truth was, that, besides some 
instinctive feelings of good breeding which com- 
bated her cuiiodty, she saw there was no chance 
of Bicbie^s proceeding in his narrative while she 
was in the room, and she therefore retreated, 
trusting that her own address would get the se^ 
cret out of one or other of the young men, when 
she should have either by himself. 

^< Now, in Heaven^s name, what is the matter ?^ 



THE FORTUNES OF VIGFL. 67 

md Nigel Ollfauht— << Where llave you been, 
or what have you been about P You look as pale 
as death. There is blood oA your hand^ and your 
clothes are tor&i What barns-breaking have you 
been at ? You have been drunk, Richard, and 
fighting.^ 

<< Fighting I have been,*" said Richard, <*in a 
small way ; but for being drunk, thaf s a job ill 
to manage in this town, without money to come 
by liquor ; and as for bamft-breaking, the de^il a 
thing^s broken but my head/ It'*s not made of 
iron, I wot, nor my claitfaes of chenzie-mul ; so 
a club smashed the tane, and a daucht damaged 
the tither. Some misleard rascals abused my 
country, but I think I cleared the causey of 
them. However, the haill hive was ower mony 
for me at last, and I got^ this eclipse on the 
crown, and then I was carried, beyond my ken- 
ning, to a sma^ booth at the Teniple Fort^ whare 
they sell the whirly-^gs and mony-go-rounds 
that measure out time as a man wad measure a 
tartan web ; and then they bled me, wold I nold 
ij and were reasonably civil, especially an auld 
countryman of ours^ of whom more hareafter.'^ 
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** And at what o\:)ock night this be ?^ said 
Nigel. 

^* The twa iron carles yonder, at the kirk be- 
side the P<^ were just bangiDg out sax 6* the 
dock.'* 

^^ And why came you not home so soon as you 
recovered ?** said Nigel. 

^ In troth, my lord, every whgf has its where- 
Jbrty and this has a gude ane,** answered his fid- 
lower. ** To come hame, I behoved to ken whare 
hame was ; now, I had clean tint the name of the 
wynd, and the mair I asked, the mair the folk 
lejigh, and the farth^ they sent me wrang ; sae 
I gave it up till Gkxl should send daylight to Help 
me, and as I saw mysell near a kirk at the lang 
run, I e'*en crap in to take up my night's quarters 
in the kirk-yard.* 

« In the church-yard T said Nigel ; • « but I 
heed not ask what drove you to such a pinch." 

*^ It wasna sae much the want o' siller, my 
Lord Nigel,'* s^d Richie, with an air of myste- 
rious importance, *^ for I was no sae absolute 
without means, of whilk mair anon ; but I thought 
I wad neverware a saxpence sterling on ane of their 
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saucy chamberlains atahoatelry, aaelangas I oould 
sleep fresh and fine in a £ur, dry, spring night. 
Mony a time whan I hae come hame ower late, 
and faund the West Port steekit, and the wait^ 
ill-willy, I have gatr'd the sexton of Saint Cuth- 
bert'^s calf^ward serye me for my quarters. But 
then there are dainty green graffs in Saint Cuth- 
bert'^s kirk-yard, wbare ane may sleep as if they 
were in a down-bed, till they hear the lavrock 
sin^ng lip in the air as high as the Castle ; where- 
as, and behold, these London kirk-yards are cau- 
seyed with through-stanesy panged bard and fast 
thegither ; and my cloak being something thread- 
bare, made but a thin mattress, so I was fain V> 
give up my bed before every limb about me was 
crippled. Dead folks may sleep yonder sound 
enow, but de^il haet else.^ 

<< And what became of you next P^ said his 
master. 

*^ I just took to a canny bulk-head, as they ca"* 
them here ; that is, the boards on the tap of their 
iits of outshots of stalls and booths, and there I 
sleq)ed as sound as if I was in a castle. Not but 
I was disturbed with some of the night-walking 
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queans and billies, but when they found there 
was nothing to be got by me but a slash of my 
Andrew Ferrara, they bid me good-night for a 
beggarly Scot ; and I was e^en weel {deased to be 
sae cheap rid of them. And in the morning, I 
cam daikering here, but sad wark I had to find 
the way, for I had been east as far as the place 
they ca' Mile-Epd, though it is mair like sax- 
mile-end.^ 

<^ Well, Richie,^ answered Nigel, <* I am glad 
all this has ended so well — go get something to 
eak, I am sure you need it** 

^* In troth do I, nr,** replied Moniplies { ** but, 
with your lordship^s leave——** 

<* Forget the lordship for the present, Bichic^ 
as I have often told you before.* 

*' Faith,** replied Bichie, ** I could weel for- 
get that your honour was a lord, but then I be- 
hoved to forget that I am a lord*s man, and that% 
not so easy. But, however,'^ he added, assisting 
his description with the thumb and the two fore- 
fingers of his right hand, thrust out after the fa- 
shion of a bird*s-claw, while the little finger and 
ring-finger yrere closed upon the palms, " to the 
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Court I went, and my friend that promised me 
a sight of his MaJesty^s most gnuaom presence, 
was as gude as his word, and carried me into the 
back offices, where I got the best breakfast I 
have had since we came here, and it did me gude 
for the rest of the day ; for as to what I hare 
eaten in this accursed town, it is aye sauced with 
the disquieting thought that it maun be pud for* 
After a\ there was but beef banes and fat brose ; 
but king^s cau£F, your honour kens, is better than 
ither folk'^s com; at ony rate, it was aw in free 
awmous. But I see,^ he added, stoj^ing short, 
'* that your honour waxes impatient*^ 

<^ By no means, Richie,"" said the young no- 
bleman, with an air of resignation, for he well 
knew his domestic would not mend his pace far 
goading ; <^ you have suffered enough in the em* 
bassy to have got the right to tell the stoiry in 
your own way. Only let me pray for the name 
of the friend who was to introduce you into the 
King^s presence. You were very mysterious on 
the subject, when you undertook, through his 
megns, to have the Supplication put into his Ma* 
jesty's own hands, since those sent heretofore, I 
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« 

have every reason to think, went no farther than 
bis secretary's.^ 

<< Weel, my lord,^ said Bicbie, *^ I did not 
tell you his name and quality at first, because I 
thought you would be affronted at the like of him 
having to do in your lordihip's affairs. But mony 
a man climbs up in Court by waur help. It was 
just Laurie Linklater, one of the yeomen of the 
kitchen, that was my &ther*s apprentice lang 
syne.'' 

*< A yeoman of the kitcben-«« scullion T ex- 
Qlaimed Lord Nigel, padng the room in displea* 
sure. 

<< But confer, sir," said Richie, composedly, 
<< that a' your great friends hung back, and shun« 
ned to owk you, or to advocate your petition ) 
and then, though I am sure I wish lAurie a 
higher office, for your lordship's sake and for 
mine, and q)ecially for his ain sake, b^ng a 
friendly lad, yet your lordship must consider, 
that a scullion, if a yeoman of the King's most 
toyal kitchen may be called scullion, may weel 
rank with a master-cook dsewhere ; beii^ that 
king's cauff, as I said before, is better than* 
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t< 



You are right, and I was wrongt^ said th^ 
young nobleman. '< I bave no choice of means 
of making my case known, so that they be ho« 
nesty 

^^ Lanrie is as honest a lad as ever lifted a 
ladle,''* said Richie ; *' not but what I dare to say 
he can lick his fingers like other fciksj and reason 
good. But in fine, for I see your honour is wax- 
ing impatient, he brought me to the palace, where 
a' was astir for the King going out to hunt or 
hawk on Blackheath, I think they ca'*d it. And 
there was a horse stood with all the quarries 
about it, a bonny gi*ey as ever was foaled ; and 
the saddle and the stirrups, and the curb and bit^ 
o^ burning gowd, or silver gilded at least ; and 
down, sir, came the King, with all his nobles^ 
dressed out in his hunting-suit of green, doubly 
laced, and laid down with gowd. I minded the 
very fSace o^ him, though it was lang since I saw 
bim^ But, my certie lad, thought I, times are 
changed since ye came fleeing down the back 
stairs of auld Holyrood-House, in grit fear^ 
having your breeks in your hand without time 
to put them on, and Frank Stuart, the wild 



74 THB FOBTUKBft OF 19IGBL. 

Earl of Bothwell, hard at your hanches ; and if 
auld Lord Glenvarlodi hadna cast his mantle 
about his arm, and taken bluidy wounds mair 
than ane in your behalf, you wald not have 
craw\l sae crouse this day; and so saying, I 
could not but think your lordship's Sifflio^n 
could not be less than most acceptable ; and so 
I banged in among the crowd of lords. Laurie 
thought me mad, and held me by the doak-lap 
till the doth rave in his hand ; and so I banged 
in right before the filing just as be mounted, 
and cram^d the Siffication into his band, and he 
open'^d it like in amaze ; and just as he saw the 
first line, I was minded to make a reverence, and 
I had the ill luck to hit his jaud o* a beast on 
the nose with my hat, and scaur the creature, and 
she swarved aside, and the King, that sits na 
mickle better than a draff-pock on the saddle, 
was like to have gotten a clean coup, and that 
might have cost my craig a raxing — and he 
flung down the paper amang the beasf s feet, and 
cried, Away wi^ the fausc loon that brought iU 
And they grippit me, and cried Treason ; and I 
thought of the Ruthvens that wer^ dil^ked m 
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their ain house, for it may be as small a forfeit 
However, they spak only of scourging me, and 
had me away to the porter^Sr lodge to try the 
tawse oa my back, and* I was crying mercy as 
loud as I could ; and the King, when he had 
righted himsell on the saddle, and gathered his 
breath, cried to do me nae harm ; for, said he, 
he is ane of our ain Norland stots, I ken by the 
rowt of him,—- and they a* laughed and rowted 
loud eneugh. And then he said, gie him a copy 
of the Proclamadon, and let him go down to the 
North by the liext light collier, before waur come 
o''t So they let me go, and rode out aw snigger, 
ing, laughing, and rounding in ilk ithers lugs* 
A sair life I had wi^ Laurie Linklater ; for he 
ssud it wad be the ruin of him. And then, when 
I told him it was in your matter, he said if he 
had known before he would have risked a scaud- 
ing for you, because he minded the brave old 
Lord, your father. And then he shewed how I 
suJd have done,-— and that I suld have held up 
my hand to my brow, as if the grandeur of the 
King and his horse-graith thegither had casten 
the glaiks in my een, and mair jack-an-ape tricks 
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I suld hae played, instead of oiferii^ the Si£9i- 
cation as if I had been bringiDg guts to a bear. 
^ For/ Bidd be, ^ Richie, the King is a weeUna* 
tured and just man of his ain kindly nature, but 
he has a ivhin maggots that maun be canmly 
guided ; sead then, Richie,^ says he, in a Ta*y 
laigh tone, ' I would tdl it to nane Imit a wise 
man like yoursdl, but the King has them about 
him wad corrupt an angel from hearen; but 
I could have gi^en you avisement how to have 
giuded him, but now if s like after Boteat mus^ 
tard.^*^^ Awed, aweel, Laurie/ said I, * it 
may be as you say ; but sinoe I am dear of the 
tawse and the porter'^s lo^e, mfflicate wha like> 
de^il hae Richie MonipUes if he come sifflieating 
here agun/-*-And so away I came, and I wasna 
far by the Temple Port, or Bar, or whatever they 
ca^ it, when I met with the misadventure that I 
tauld you of before,^ 

Well, my honest Ricliie,^ said Lord Nigd^ 
your attempt was well meant, and not so ill 
conducted, I think, as to have deserved so bad an 
issue ; but go to your beef and mustard, and 
we'll talk of the rest afterwards." 



it 
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' ^^ There is nae mair to be spoken, sir,^ said his 
follower, •* except that I met ane very honest, 
fair-spoken, weel put4>n gentleman, or rather 
burgher, as I tliink, that was in the whigmaleery 
Hian'^s back-shop, and when he learned wha I 
was, behold he was a Scot himsell, and what is 
more, a townVbairn o^ the gude town, and he 
behoved to ccmipel me to take this Portugal piece, 
to drink, forsooth— my certie, thought I, we ken 
better, for we will eat it— and he spoke of paying 
your lordship a visit.^' 

" You did not tell him where I lived, you 
knave P'' said the Lord Nigel angrily. ** 'Sdeath, 
I shall have every clownish burgher from Edin- 
burgh come to gaze on: my distress, and pay a 
shilling for having seen the Motion* of the Poor 
Noble.^ 

•* Tell him where you lived ?^ said Richie, 
evading the question, ** How could I tell him 
what I kenned na mysell ? If I had minded the 
name of the wynd, I need not have slept in the 
kirk*-yard yestreen.** 

'' See then that you give no one notice of our 

♦ 3fo/«>«— Puppet-shew. 
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lodging,"" ttttd tfie younjg nobleman ; " those with 
whom I have business I can meet at PauFsy or in 
ibe €ourt of Bequests.^ 

^' This is steeking the stalble-door when the 
steed is stolen,"* thought Bichie to himself; <' but 
I must put him on another pin."* 

So thinking, he asked the young lord what was 
in the Proclamation which he still held folded in 
his hand ; ^* for, having little tune to spell at it,"" 
said he, *' your lordship well knows I ken nought 
about it but the grand blazon at the tap— the lion 
has gotten a claught of our auld Scottish shield 
sow, but it was as weel uphdd when it had an 
onicom on ilk side of it."" 

Lord Nigel read the Proclmnationy and he co- 
loured deep with riiame and indignation as he 
read ; for the purport was, to his injured feelings, 
like the pouring of ardent spirits upon a recent 
wound* 

^^ What deil"s in the paper, my lord ?"" said 
Richie, unable to suppress his curiosity as he ob^ 
served his master change cok)ur, <' I wadna ask 
such a thing, only the Proclamation is not a pri- 
vate thmg, but is meant for a" men"s hearing."" 
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" It is indeed meant for all 'tten's hearing,*^ 
replied Lord Nigel, ^' and it proclairns the shame 
of our country, and the ingratitude of our Prince. 

<< Now the Lord preserve us, and to publish 
it in London too !^ ejaculated Moniplies« 

<* Hark ye, Richard," said Nigel Olifaunt, 
^^ in this paper the Lords of the Council set 
forth, that, ^ in consideration of the resort c^ idle 
persons of low condition forth from his Majesty^s 
kingdom of Scotland to his English Court— filling 
the same with their suits and supplications^ and 
dishonouring the royal presence with their base, 
poor, and beggarly persons, to the disgrace (^ 
their country in the estimation of the En^isli ; 
these are to prohibit the skippers, masters of ves 
aels, and others^ in every part of Scotland, from 
bringing such miserable creatures up to Court, 
under pain of fine and imprisonment; '^ 

^^ I marie the skipper took us on board," said 
Richie. 

'^ Then you need not marvel how you are to 
get back again," said Lord Nigel^ ^^ for here is a 
clause which says, that such idle suitors are to be 
transported back to Scotland at his Majesty^s ex 

11 
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pence^ and punished fortheiraudacity with stripes, 
stocking, or incarceration, according to their de- 
merits—that is to say, I suppose, according to 
the degree of their poverty, for I see no other 
demerit qualified.- 

^* This will scarcely,**^ said Bichie, •' square with 
our old proverlv— 

A King's face 
Should give grace; 

But what says the paper further, my lord F^ 

<< O, only a small clause which especially con« 
cems us, making some still heavier denunciations 
against those suitors who shall be so bold as to 
approach the Court, under pretext of seeking pay- 
ment of old debts due to them by the King, which, 
the paper states, is of all species of importunity 
that which is most odious to his Majesty •'" 

** The King has neighbours in that matter,*" 
said Bichie ; *^ but it is not every one that can 
shift off that sort of cattle so easily as he does.^ 
Their conversation was here interrupted by a 
knocking at the door. Olifaunt looked out at the 
window, and saw an elderly respectable person 

13 
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m 

whom he knew not. Richie also peeped, and re- 
cognized, but recognizing, chose not to acknow- 
ledge, his friend of the preceding evening. Afndd 
that his share in the visit might be detected, he 
made his escape out of the apartment under pre- 
teicit of going to his breakfast ; and left thdr land- 
lady the task of ushering Master George into 
Lord Nigel^s apartment, which she performed 
with much courtesy. 



VOL. I. F 
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CHAPTER IV. 



M;qi» the nptic ]ic9vei)> ; aQ4yoiv;cUueii^. 
In*8 grognon suit, gold diaui, and well-b]ack*d dioe^ 
Bern under his flat cap oft times aJvain 
Wiser than boms beneath the cap and feather. 
Or feetbet within the statesman^b ydnt nigfat-capi. 

Bold me wt^ Riddk. 



The young Scottish nobleman receiTed the 
citizen with distant politeness, expressing that 
sort of reserve by which those of the higher 
ranks are sometimes willing to make a plebeian 
sensible that he is an intruder. But Master 
George seemed neither displeased nor discon- 
certed. He assumed the chair, which, in defe« 
rence to his respectable appearance, Lord Nigel 
offered to him, and said, after a moments pause, 
during which he had looked attentively at the 
young man, with respect not unmingled with 

emotion — ^^ You will forgive me for this mdet. 

7 
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nesff^. my lovd ; but I was endeiKTOuriiig to trace 
in your youthful countenance the ftatuie&of mjf 
gpedb oM lAxd, your excellent &tker.^ 

TUeranv^uGT a^moHienlfs pause ere young. Gieor* 
^«ribcb iqdiedy still with a resenred'nuDnwy-^ 
^ I' hove: been reckoned likse mj' faibav sir,"-- 
«d am iMppj to see any one diat respectr hia 
HKOimy. But the bunnesa which oaUs'itie td 
tln^city i» of a; faasty as well aa a private natutv^ 

^< I understand the hint^ my loid^^ saUMaater 
George, ** and would not be gtiiltyoflbng'detttn. 
ing'you frombosiness^ or more dgreeable convert 
sottion; Myerrandis'atnieatidMiewhenlha^esauly 
tbat my name is deorgt H«riot^ wvniily befinehdn 
ed^ and introduced' intb'the einploiyment of Ae 
royal famDy of Sqptfmd, more than twenty yaw 
siticey by yoaregdcetteni father; andtfaoli^learaiaig 
fiom^a'foUoiwer of yonns that' your lordship <wusr 
in <this city in prosecutioift of aone boribesi tof im^ 
portance^ it is > my duty^-^ is- vuf ple»nir&««4d 
wait on the son of myi respected* p«iit)n ; and, 
as: I am somewlial known bodi at the coort and 
in the city, to offer him suob'aid inthe further- 
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ing of has affiun, as my credit and experkiioe 
oiay be able to afford.^ 

^ I have DO doubt of dther. Master Heriot,^ 
said Lord Nigel, ^< and I thank you heartily for 
the good^will with which you have placed them 
at a atranger^s. disposal; but my buainesa at 
court 18 done and ended, and I intend to leaTe 
London, and, indeed, the island, for forrign tra- 
vel and ntttitary service. I may add that the sud- 
denness of ray departure occasions my havmg lit- 
tle time at my disposal.^ 

Master Heriot did not take the hint, but sat 
fiwt, with an embarrassed countenance however, 
like that of one who had som^ing to say that 
he knew not cxacdy how to make effectuaL At 
length he sud, with a dulnous smile, ^< You are 
fortunate^ my lord, in having so soon dispatched 
your bufflness at court Your talking landlady 
informs me you have been but a fortnight in 
tfab city. It is usually months and years ere the 
Court and a suitor shake hands and part^ 

^ My business,^ said Lord Nigel, with a bre^ 
vity which was intended to stop further discus- 
mm, ^^ was summarily dispatched^ 
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Still Master Heriot remained seatedt and 
,there was a cordial good-humour added to tbe 
reverence of his appearance, which rendered it 
impos^ble for Lord Nigel to be more explicit in 
requesting his absence. 

*^ Your lordship has not yet had time,^ said 
the citizen, sdll attempting to sustain die con- 
versation, ^* to visit the places of amusement,— 
the play-houses, and other places to which youth 
resort But I see in your lordship^s hand one 
of the new-invented plots, of the piece, which they 
hand about of late— May I ask what play P^ 

*^ Oh ! a well-known piece,^ said Lord Nigel, 
impatiently throwing down the Proclamation, 
which he had hitherto been twisting to and fro 
in his hand,— -^^ an excellent and well-approved 
piece — A New Way to Pay Old DebtsJ^ 

Master Heriot stooped down, saying, ^< Ah ! 
my old acquaintance, Philip Masainger ;^ but, 
having opened the paper and seen the purport, 
he looked at Lord Nigel Olifaunt with surprise, 
saying, ** I trust your lordship does not think 
this prohibition can extend either to your parson 
or your claims ?^ 
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^ I -fllMNikl Mane haire tbou^t so mywifj^ 
flttd the yomg nflMeww ; ^ bat so k fnoves. 
His Migesty, to dose this iJisnouiBe at oaee, hat 
beeR i^eMBed te jend me ^thb ftndmnntioii, itt 
answer to a respectful Sf^fAaaftioii Ibr ttbe f^ 
payment^lMrgeloBiisadvanoedbj myAAerfor 
theserviceof the itatE^satlKKiiig*sutiiiQstenaer- 



'^^ It IS liariiii iniiihh* !^ flaid *^ cxtisei^"**^ it is 
alMnbrteiy knpoMAle W-If the King could foi^- 
get wluKt was due to yoasr {afther^s memory, stfll 
he would Bot ha've iriahed—* woidd not, I may 
say, haire daped— -to he aoibgrmtly unjust to'the 
memory ef such a man as your father, who, dead 
in Ae body, will long fire in the memory of the 
Scottish people.^ 

<< I shoilkl have been of your opimon,^ an- 
swered Iiord N^ei, in the same tone as before ; 
^ but there is no fightii^ with fads.^ 

*< What was the tenor of this SupfnUcation ?^ 
stdd Heriot ; << or by whom was k presented ? 
"Something strange there must have been in the 
contents, or- 
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<< Yotms^'SiM BTiy oi%inalf|liiBngbt,*''8lbd'the 
yoatig !Lord, takbg ^it k)iit 4f( a^^mril' tiMveliiBg 
Jsrtpeng-bbx ; ** tbe'techrifcdl fjart^rs iby wy law- 
yer in Scotknd, a Wilful fttid^titdMe ttfan ; tbe 
rest is my own, drawn, I hope,*wifii d^ flcferenkie 
land modesty.'" 

Mastet Hcriot IftuStily ea«t Ws eye ^et €be 
draught. *^ Nothing,'" fee atettd, **'cah bein^re 
well-tenlpered 'and res^eetfy . Is it possible the 
King can littve tireflitdd ^ib petition "with K^6n- 
^emptf'' 

'<« He tbl^ew 4t down'^h ttie pav^iAfent,^ said 
the Lord <tf XllenvttrWh, •« and sent toe foi- ati^ 
swer that Proclamation, in which he classes itfe 
^th Ihe paupers^nd mendicantisfFdm Scotland, 
^hd disgrace bis <cotirt in ^the eyes of the proud 
Englifsh-^hat ib All. Had ndt tey father stood 
% Win with lieart, sWord, and fortune, he migbt 
never have seen the Court of England hlihself.^ 

** But 4by whom was this Supplication present- 
ed, *iy Idrd ?^ said Heriot ; « for the distaste 
taken at the mess^nser will sometimes extend 
itself to the message.^ 






1 
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^ By my ■ervant,*' gaid the Lord Nigd ; << by 
tfaenum you saw, and, I thinks were kind to.^ 

<^ By your servant, my kvd?" said the dtixoi ; 
<< he seems a shrewd feUow, and doubtless a faith- 
fill ; but surdy—— "^ 

<< You would say,^ said Lord Nigel, '< he is 
no fit messenger to a King's presence ?<^-Surely 
he is not ; but what could I do ? Every attempt 
I had made to lay my case before the King had 
miscarried, and my petitions got no fiurther than 
the budgets of clerks and secretaries ; this fellow 
pretended he had a friend in the household that 
woidd bring him to the Kmg's preseBce,-»And 
s o 

<< I understand,'** said Heriot; ^' but, my 
lord, why should you not, in right of your rafik 
and birth, have appeared at court, and required 
an audience, which could not have beoi doiied 
to you ?** 

The young lord blushed a little, and looked 
at his dress, which was very plain ; and, though 
in perfect good order, had the appearance of 
having seen service. 
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*' I know not why I should be ashamed of 
ipeaking the truth,^ he siud, after a momentary 
heatation,— *< I had no dress suitable for ap- 
pealing at court I am determined to incur no 
expences which I cannot discharge ; and I think 
you, sir, would not advise me to stand at the 
palace-door in person, and deliver my petition, 
along with those who are in very deed pleading 
their necessity, and b^ging an alms.^ 

<< That had been, indeed, unseemly,^ said the 
dtizen ; '^ but yet, my lord, my mind runs 
strangely that there must be some mistake.-— 
Can I speak with your domestic ?^ 

^< I see little good it can do,^ answered the 
young lord, '^ but the interest you take in my 
misfortunes seems mncere, and therefo re ^ 
He stamped on the floor, and in a few seconds 
aft^wards Moniplies appeared, wiping from his 
beard and moustaches the crumbs of bread, and 
the froth of the ale-pot, which plainly shewed 
how he had been employed.-—*^ Will your lord- 
ship grant permission,*" said Heiiot, *^ that I ask 
your groom a few questions P^ 
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^Mis iBvAAiifs 'page^ Master GeoBgo,^ an- 
tmraied JMonipliefl, wjtii a nod lof «xilfiBoiwledg- 
ttent^ ^^ if 70U are siinded <lo ^speak neoordkig 
<to the letter.'' 

^^ HoU your saucy 'tongiie,'' smd hk masteK, 
^^ and leply distiDcdy to tkeqnestioBS you are to 
joe 'afinCvO,* 

^ And^^^ui^if it fikeyour vpageeliip,^'6aidftbe 
citizen, <^ &r you may 'remdiDber I ha^ne a gift 
lO'Ascover falset.^ 

^ Weel^'weel, weel,'' Zjepliedthedomestic, some- 
what embarrassed, in spte >of his >efiroiiteiy^-^ 
^^ though I think that the sort of truth ihattserv^ 
my master, may weel serve ony ane dse.**' 

-^^ JPages lie to their nwsters by i%ht of ous* 
tom,^ said the citizen.; ^< «id ^u Tmteymsrself 
in that band, Hboiigh I (think you >be .ammig «ie 
'Oldest df^uch spfiflgalds ; but ilo me yoncmast 
ispsak itrath, if you ^odld not iuLve it end in '^tfie 

'^ Andthafs e'en 4i bad vestang-place,^ said^ 
^veU-gsown page; ^ «& oome away w^ your 
questions. Master iQieorge.** 

" Well, then,'' demanded the citizen, " I am 
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given to understand thnt you yeitevdajpMsented 
to his Majesty'*8 hand a Supplioalion, oripedtkiD, 
fiiom this hoocwrable 'Loid, your miister.* 

<< Troth, there^s nae gainsaying duty w^ -re- 
plied Moniplies ; *' liiere were enonv^ to nse it be- 
sides me.^ 

" And you prelend tfa»t Ms Majesty flnng 
ft from lum with cmtempt,^ said ihe .dfiz«]. 
*^ Take heed, for I have means of koomaag the 
truth ; and you were better up to the neck in 
the Nor-Lodi, vrbkh you like so well, ithan teUa 
leasing where his Majesty^s name isoQaoemed.* 

<< There is nae occasion for leaaii^-makiog 
about the mattar,** answered Moniplies, £rmly ; 
^ his Majesty 'C^^n f«ng it fcaeUmasif khad 
dirtied his fingers.^ 

<^ You hear, sir,** aaid 'Olifauitt, addsessing 
Benot. 

^ Hush rvcud the sagacious oittsen ; ^ this bel- 
low is not ill named— 4ie has moK fdies than «ne 
in his cloak.— 'Stay, fellow,^ for Moniplies, mut- 
tering somewhat about finiehing his breakfitst, 
was 'beginDing to shaBible towards the door, 
^ answer me Ais farther question*- When you 
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gaye your master's pedtkxi to }m Magesty, gave 
you nothing with itP^ 

<< Ou, what should I give wi^ it, ye ken, Mas- 
tar George P* 

'^ That is what I desire and inmst to know,^ 
replied his interrogator. 

<< Weel then — ^I am not firee to say, that may 
be, I might not just slip into the Klng^s hand a 
wee bit sifflication of mine ain, along with my 
lord^s— just to save his Majesty trouble— 4Uid 
that he might consider them bailh at ance.?. 
' '^ A supplication of your own, you varlet !^ 
said his master. 

<< Ou, dear ay, my lord,^ said Biehie— ^' puir 
bodies hae their bits of sifflicaticms as weel as 
their betters." 

'* And pray, what might your worshipful pe- 
tition import?" said Mr Heriot — ** Nay, for 
heavenV sake, my lord, keep your patience, or 
we shall never learn the truth of ibis strange 
matter. — Speak out, sirrah, and I will stand your 

friend with my lord." 

» 

** It^s a lang story to tell — but the upshot is, 
that if s a scrape of an auld accompt due to my 
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fatS»er''8 yestate by her Majesty the Eing^s DEiaist 
gracious mother, when she lived in the Castle^ 
and had sundry providings and furnishings forth 
of our booth, whilk nae doubt was an honour 
to my father to supply, and whilk, doubtless, it 
will be a credit to his Majesty to satisfy, as it 
will be grit oonvenience to me to receive the 






« What string of impertinence is this ?^ said 
his master. 

'* Every word as true as e^er John Knox spoke,^ 
said Richie ; ^* here^s the bit double of the siffli- 
cation.^ 

Master George took a crumpled paper from 
the fellow^s hand, and said, muttering betwixt 
his teeth — ^** * Humbly sheweth— um— um — ^his 
Majesty'^s maist gradous mother — ^um — ^um— 
justly addebted and owing the sum of fifteen 
merksh— the compt whereof followeth—— Twelve 
nowte^s feet for jillie&h-^ne lamb, being Christ- 
mastime roasted capin in grease for the privy 
chalmer, when my Lord of Bothwell suppit with 
her grace.^ — I think, my lord, you can hardly be 
surprised that the King gave this petition a brisk 
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mx f &m ; and I ooMlada, Mastor Fagt^ tkafr 
yov took caitt' to prefl0iit yoiar own soppfiartBD 
before your master^i^^ 

<^ l^roth did ImC,"* ttmrnied Mon^ki^ << I 
thoogiit to have giTenmyr kyvf s-firtt^ ar iMur res« 
flongude ; and bend^that, it wad ha^e nd tier 
gate for my lun little bilL Biit>ii4fat:w?tlie<Uiv 
dum an- confusion, an the loujnn here and there: 
at the skeigh brute of a horse, Ibelie^T cram- 
med them baith into his hand cheek by jowl, and 
maybe my eki'wtm beomnost; nd'saydiete was 
aught wrang, I am sure I bad'a> the ftigtit aMi 
a* the risk ■ ^ 

^ And sha&l hum all* the' beathi^ you rascal 
knare,^ s«d Nigel ; ** am I to be insulted and 
didionoured bj your' pragmatical ittsolence^ in 
blending your base concerns with mine ?^ 

'' Nay, nay, nay, my lord,^ said the goodibn* 
moured citizen, interposing'; ^ I have been the 
means of bringing'the feHow'*s blunder to light^^ 
allow me interest enough with your lordriiip to 
be bail for his bones* You bare cause to be ao^ 
gry, but' still L think the knave mistook move out 
of ooncat than of purpose ; and I judge you will 
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harrcpthe bettev 8emee-ef hm anotlier tuone^ if 
you overikyoifi thiB'&ulti'*-*Gret youigune^simlt 
— Pll Make yoor^peace.^ 

<^ Nft-, iM,^ Baidf Moiiiplie% keeping: lam giaund 
fipmly^ <^if her Ukes to^tribe a lad tbnt has fixk 
lowed^Mm fbrpare k>ye^for I think theier has 
been ^tle servani^s^&e between nt^aw-tbe wi^. 
frae Seotland) jual^kt^iny lord be doing, and sem 
the credit he will get by it— -and I would .rather 
(mony thanka to you though, MaBter George,) 
stafid by alick of bia^batton, tfaain:it suld e^er be 
said a stranger came between us.^ 

^* 6<ythen^^^ said hftSi master,. <^ and getioutof 
my sightrf'^^ 

<< • Aweel li wat thai: in sune. done^^ asid JM[ooi». 
plies, retiring slowly ; ^^ ]} did not oome. without 
I had been ca*d for«— ^nd I wad have been away 
half an hour sme with my ;gude.will, ouiy Mais>i» 
teir George keepit me ta answer his inteirogalion^. 
forsooth, and tbait has^ made aw this sdn^ 

And so ha made his gpuoobling exit, with the 
tone mueb rather of one who haasttstaiiied an. 
injury, tbafn who has done wrong. 

** There never was a man so plagued as I am 
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with a malapert knave !— -The fellow is shrewdy 
and I have found him faithfuJU-I believe he loves 
me too, and he has given proofs of iu-but then 
he is so uplifted in his own conceit, so self-willed, 
and so sd^opinioned, that he scans to become 
the master and I the man ; and whatever blunder 
he commits, he is sure to make as loud complaints, 
as if.the whole error lay widime, andinnod^ree 
with himself.'' 

'^ Cherish him, and maintain him, neverthe- 
less,'' said the citizen; '^ for believe my grey hairs, 
that ajSection and fidelity are now rarer qualities 
in a servitor, than when the world was younger. 
Yet trust him, my good lord, with no commission 
above his birth or breeding, for you see yourself 
how it may chance to &11.'' 

^* It is but too evident. Master Hc^ot," said 
the young nobleman ; << and I am sorry I have 
done injustice to my sovereign, and ypur master. 
But I am, like a true Scotsman, wise behind hand 
-^e mistake has happened— my Supplication 
has been refused, and my only resource is to em- 
ploy the rest of my means to carry Moniplies and 

s 
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siyself to aone countencarp^ and die itt the fast*- 
tle^&oQt like my aneeitork^ 

^' It were better to live and aenre your country 
like your noUe fnther, my loEd^^ replied Maater 
Geoigew ** Nay) nay, never look down or shake 
your head — ^the King has not refused your Snp^ 
fdication, for be has not seen it^you ask but jus- 
tiee, and that his plaoe obliges hi«t to give to Us 
subjecta—ay^ my brd^ and I will say that his 
natural temper doth in thia hoU bias with 
duty.'' 

<< I were well pleased to think so, and yet 
said Nigel Olifaunt,-^^ 1 speak not of my own 
wrongs^ but my country hath many that ai« ftn« 
redressed.^ 

'' My lonV said Master Heriot, ^ I speak of 
my royal master^ not only with the respect due 
from a subject-^the gratitude to be paid by a 
favoured servant^ but also with the fnmkness of 
a (tee and loyal Seotsman. The Sing is himself 
well disposed to hold the sci^ of justice even ; 
but thtOB are those around bisn who can throw 
without detection their own sdfish wishes and 

VOL. I. a 
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base interests into the scale. You are already a 
sufferer by this, and without your knowing it.^ 

'^ I am surprised. Master Heriot,^ said the 
young lord, ^< to hear you, upon so short an ac- 
quaintance, talk as if you were familiarly ac« 
quainted with my affairs.^ 

« My lord,** replied the goldsmith, *« the n». 
ture of my employment affords me direct access 
to the.interior of the palace ; I am well known 
to be no meddler in intrigues or party affairs, so 
that no favourite has as yet aideavoured to shut 
against me the door of the royal closet ; on the 
contrary, I have stood well with each while he 
was in power, and I have not shared the fall of 
any. But I cannot be thus connected with the 
Court, without hearing, even against my will, 
what wheels are in motion,, and how. they are 
checked or forwarded. Of course, when I chuse 
to seek such intelligence, I know the sources in 
which it is to be traced. I have told you why I 
was interested in your lordship^s fortunes. It was 
last night only that I knew you were in this city, 
yet I have been able, in coming hither this morn- 
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ing, to gun for you some informatkHi respecting 
the impediments to your suit* 

*^ Sir, I am oMiged by your zeal, however lit- 
tle it may be merited,^ answered Nigel, still with 
some reserve ; ** yet I hardly know how I have 
deserved this interest^ 

*^ First let me satisfy you that it is real,^ said 
the citizen ; *^ I blame you not for being unwill- 
ing to credit the fair professions of a stranger in 
my inferior class of sodety, when you have met 
so little friendship from relations, and those of 
your own rank, bound to have assisted you by so 
many ties. But mark the cause. There is a mort- 
gage over your father's extensive estate, to the 
amount of 40,000 merks, due ostensibly to Pere- 
grine Peterson, the Conservator of Scottish Pri« 
vileges at Campvere.^ 

** I know nothing of a mortgage,^ said the 
young lord; << but there is a wadset for such a 
sum, which, if unredeemed, will occauon the for- 
feiture of my whole paternal estate, for a sum not 
above a fourth of its value— and it is for that 
very reason that I press the Eing^s government 
for a settlement of the debts due to my father. 



100 THE FORTUNES OF VfOfll.. 

UmM; I may be able to rede^n my land froin thi» 
rapacious creditor.^ 

** A wadset in Scotland,^ said Hmot, << is the 
3«nie .with a mprtgnga c» this «ide <tf tibe Tweed ; 
but yqu are not aoquaiated with your real cre- 
ditor. The Cdnservator Peterson only I^ids hi& 
Mne tQ ahroud..no less a man than the Lord 
ChanpeUor of SooUand, who hopes, nnder cover 
of this debt, to gain poesession of the estate him* 
sdf , or peihaps to gratify a yet more powerful 
Ihinl party. He will probably sufi^ his creaAura 
Peterson to take posseeaion, and when the odium 
oi the tnmse«tion daall be foigott^, thepn^rtjr 
and lordship of GlwvarloQh will be conveyed to 
the 0^eat man by hi» obsequious instrmnent, un^ 
dar cover of a sale, or some similar device."" 

<^ Can this be possible T said LcNrd Nigel; ^< the 
Chancellor wept when I took leave of him-^-<!all- 
ed me hif^ cousin^-even his ion — ^furnished me 
with letters, and, thou|^ I asked him for no p^ 
euniary assistance, excused himself unnecesssrily 
for not pressing it on me, alleging the expenoes 
of bis rank and his large family. No, I cannot 
believa a nobleman would carry deceit so fax J* 



r^. 
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*< I am not, it is true, of noble blood,** said the 
citisen ; ^' but oaooe more I bid you look on m j 
grey hairs, and think what can be my interest in 
dishonouring them with fiilsehood in affairs in 
which I have no interest, save as they regard the 
son of my benefactor. Befleet abo, have you had 
any advantage from the Lord ChaneeUor^s let- 
ters?" 

<< None,"* said Nigel Olifaiunt, *< save cold deeds 
and fair words. I have thought far some tiihe, 
thm only object was to get rid of me—* there was 
one who yesterday pteiawd monq^ on me when I 
talked iji going abroad^ in order that I might not 
want the means of exiling myself.** 

^ Right,** said Heriot; << rather than you fled 
not, they would themselves furnish wings for you 
to fly withal.*^ 

^ I will to him this instant,** said the incensed 
youth, << and tell him my mind of his baseness.*^ 

^' Under your favour,** said Heriot, detaining 
him, ** you shall not do so. By a quarrel you 
would become the ruin of me your infotmer ; and 
though I would venture half my shop to do your 
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lorddiip a sorvioey I think you would hftidfliy ^wkh 
me to come by damage, when it can be of no ser- 
vice to you.'* 

The word shop sounded hanUy in the ear of 
the young nobleman, who replied hastily-—^' Da- 
mage, nr?-*>0ofar am I from wishing you to incur 
damage, that I would to heaven you would cease 
your fruitless offers of soring one whom there 
is no chance of ultimately asnsting.** . 

^^ Leave me alime for that,^ said the dtisen ; 
«< you have now erred as far on the bow-hand. 
Permit me to take this Supplication — ^I will have 
it suitably engrossed, and take my own time, (and 
it shall be an early one,) for placing it, with more 
prudence I trust than that used by your follower, 
in the King^s hand — I will almost answer for bis 
taking up the matter as you would have him— • 
but should he fail to do so, even then I will not 
give up the good cause.^ 

^' Sir,** said the young nobleman, ^^ your speech 
is so friendly, tmd my own estate so helpless, that 
I know not how to refuse yoiur kind proffer, even 
while I blush to accept it at the hands of a stran- 
ger. 
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<< Weare, I trust, no longer such,^ sud the gold- 
smith ; ^^ and for my guerdcm, when mj tnediap 
tion proves successful, and your fortunes are re- 
established, you shall order your first cupboard 
of plate from Greorge Heriot.^ 

*' You would have a bad paymaster, Master 
Heriot,^ siud Lord Nigel. 

'^ I do not fear that,^ replied the goldsmith ; 
'^ and I am glad to see you smile, my lord — me^ 
thinks it makes you look still more like the good 
old lord your father ; and it emboldens me beside 
to bring out a small request-— that you would take 
a homely dinner with me to-morrow. I lodge 
hard beside, in Lombard street. For the cheer, 
my lord, a mess of white broth, a fat capon well 
larded, a dish of beef collops for auld Scotland'^s 
sake, and it may be a cup of right old wine, that 
was barrelled before Scotland and England were 
one nation — Then for company, one or two of our 
own loving countrymen-— and may be my house- 
wife may find out a bonny Scots lass or so.^^ 

<< I would accept your courtesy, Mast^ He- 
riot,^ said Nigel, *^ but I hear the city ladies of 
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Londcm like to eee a oian gaUffiit-^I would not 
Uie to let down a Seotdsb nobleman in their ideas, 
as doubtkM you hare «dd the best of our poor 
eonntry, and I rather lack the mean&af b r a fet y 
for the present."** 

^ My lordy your frankness leads me a step 
farther,^ said Master George. <' I^— I owed your 
father some monies ; and— nay, if your lordship 
looks at me so fixedly I shall never tell my story 
««««Bd, to speak plainly, for I never could carry 
a lie weU through in my life— 4t is most fitting, 
thast, to wciiat this matter properly, your lorddi^ 
should go to court in a manner beseeming your 
quality. I am a goldsmith, and live by lending 
money as well as by selling plate. I am ambi- 
tious to put an hundred pounds to be at interest 
in your hands, till your itfairs ate settled.^ 

<^ And if they are never favourably settled ?* 
said Nigel. 

*' Then, my lord^^ returned the citizen, ^ the 
miscarriage of such a sum will be of little conse- 
quence to me, compared with other subjects of 
regret" 
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" Master Heriot," uid the Lord Nigel, ** your 
favour is generously offered, and shall be frankly 
accepted. I must presume that you see your 
way through this busnness, though I hardly do ; 
for I think you would be grieved to add any 
fresh burthen to me, by persuading me to incur 
debts which I am not likely to discharge. I will, 
therefore, take your money, under the hope and 
trust that you will enable me to repay you punc- 
tually.** 

** I will convince you, my lord,** said the gold- 
smith, ^* that I mean to deal with you as a ere. 
ditor from whom I expect payment ; and, there- 
forS) you shall, with your own good pleasure, 
rign an acknowledgment for these monies, and 
an obligation to content and repay me.^ 

He then took from his girdle his writing ma- 
terials, and writing a few lines to the purport he 
expressed, pulled out a small bag of gold from a 
(ride-pouch under his cloak, and, observing that 
it should contain an hundred pounds, proceeded 
to tell out the contents very methodically upon 
the table. Nigel Olifaunt could not help inti- 
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matiog that this was an uimeoenary ceremonial, 
and that he would take the bag of gcAd oa the 
word of his obli^ng creditor ; but this was re- 
pugoaot to the old man^s f(xms of transacting 
busmeas. 

^< Bear with me,^ he said, << my good lord,— 
we citizens are a wary and thrifty generation; 
and I should lose my good name for ever within 
the toll of PauPs, were I to grant quittance^ or 
take acknowledgment, without bringing the mo- 
ney to actual tale. I think it be right now— 
and, body of me,^ he said, looking out at the 
window, ^' yonder come my boys with my mule ; 
for I must Westward Hoe. Put your monies 
aside, my lord ; it is not well to be seen with 
such gold-finches chirping about one in the lodg- 
ings of London. I think the lock of your casket 
be indifferent good ; if not, I can serve you at an 
easy rate with one that has held thousands ; — 
it was the good old Sir Faithful Frugal'*s ; — ^his 
spendthrift son sold the shell when he had eaten 
the kernel— 4uid there is the end of a city-for- 
tune." 
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^^I hope yoiin wiU make a better tenniMtion, 
Master Heriot,^ said the Lord Nigel. 

** I hope it will, my lord,^ said the old man, 
with a smile ; ** but^^ to use honest John Bunyan'^s 
phrase—-^ therewithal the water stood in his eyes,^ 
*^ it has pleased God to try me with the loss of 
two children ; and for one adopted child who lives 
--4ih i woe is me ! and well«a-day !— But I am 
patient and thankful ; and for the wealth God 
has seat me, it shall not want inheritors while 
there are orphan lads in Auld Reekie.— »I wish 
you good morroW) my lord.]** 

'< One orphan has cause to thank you already ^^ 
said Nigel, as he attended him to the door of 
his chamber, where, resisting further escort, the 
old citizen made his escape. 

As, in going down stairs, he passed the shop 
where Dame Christie stood becking, he made 
civil inquiries after her husband. The dame of 
course regretted his absence; but he was down, 
she said, at Deptford, to settle with a Dutch ship, 
master. 

Our way of business, sir,^^ she said, ^* takes 



iC 
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him much from home, ttid my husband must be 
the slave of every tany jacket that wants bat a 
pound of oakum.** 

** All buoness must be minded, dame^^ said 
the goldsmith. ^ Make my remembrances-— 
GecHrgeHeriotofLombard^streefsremembrsnoes, 
to your good man. I have dealt with him«*>he 
is just and punctual— 4rue to time and engagei> 
ments ;^be kind to your noUe guest, and see 
he wants nothing. Though it be his pleasmne al 
present to lie private and retired, there be those 
that care for him, and I hav^ a chaige to see 
him supplied ; so that you may let me know by 
your husband, my good dame^ how my lord is, 
and whether he wants aug^t* 

*< And so he w a real lord after all i* said the 
good dame. <* I am sure I always thought he 
looked like one. But why does he not go to 
Parliament then 1^ 

*^ He will, dame^*^ answered Hmot, << to the 
Parliament of Scotland, which is hb own coun* 
try.'' 

^* Oh I he is but a Scots lord, then,^ said the 



TUE FORTUNES OF NIOBL. 109 

good dMQe ; <* and that's the thing makes bin 
ashamed to take the title, as they say.^ 

*< Let him not hear gcu say so^ dame,^ replied 
the •dtiaen* 

" Who, I, sir ?" answered she ; " no such 
matter in my thought, sin Soot or English, he 
is at any rate a likely man, and a civil man ; and 
rather than he should want any thing, I would 
wait upon him myself, and come as far as Lom- 
bard-street to wait upon your worship too.^ 

** Let your husband come to me, good dame,^ 
said the goldsm^^, who, with all his experience 
and worth, was somewhat of a formalist and dis- 
dplinarian. ^^ The proverb says, * House goes 
mad when women gad (* and let his lordship^s 
own man wait upon bis master in his chamber- 
it is more seemly. God give ye good-morrow."^ 

** Good-morrow to your worship,'' said the 
dame, somewhat coldly ; and so soon as the ad- 
viser was out of hearing, was ungracious enough 
to mutter, in contempt of his counsel, ^^ Marry 
quep of your advice, for an old Scotch tinsmith, 
as you are ! My husband is as wise, and very 
near as old, as yourself; and if I please him, it 
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iswdlenongfa; and thcNigh he is not just fo ridi 
just now as some folks, yet I hope to see him 
ride upon his moyle, with a foot^dodi, and have 
his two blue-coats after him, as well as th^ do.* 
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CHAPTER V. 



Whevefore oome ye not to coait ? 
Certain *tis the rarest sport ; 
There ace silks and jewds glistening. 
Prattling fools and wise men listening. 
Bullies among brave men justhng. 
Beggars amongst nobles bustling; 
Low-breath*d talkers, minion lispers. 
Cutting honest throats by whispers; 
WherdWre come ye not to court ? 
Skelton swears *tis glorious sport 



It was not entirely out of parade that the be^ 
nevolent citizen was mounted and attended in 
that manner^ which, as the reader has been in^ 
formed, excited a gentle degree of spleen on the 
part of Dame Christie, which, to do her justice, 
vanished in the little soliloquy which we have 
recorded. The good man, besides the natural 
desire to maintain the exterior of a man of wor- 
ship, was at present bound to Whitehall in or- 
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dtf to exhibit a piece of valuable workmanship 
to Sang James, which he deemed his Majesty 
might be pleased to view, or even to purchase. 
He himself was therefore mounted upon his ca- 
parisoned mule, that he mi^t the better make 
his way through the narrow, dir^, and crowd- 
ed streets; and while one of his attendants car- 
ried under his arm the piece of plate, wrapped 
up in red baize, the other two gave an eye to its 
safety ; for such was the state of the police of 
the metropolis, that men were often assaulted in 
the public street for the sake of revenge or of 
plunder ; and those who apprehended being be* 
set, usually endeavoured, if their estate admitted 
such expense, to secure themselves by the attend- 
ance of armed fiaUowers. And this custom, which 
was at first limited to the nobility and gentry, 
extended by d^vees to tho^ dtizens of eonsi- 
deratios, who bemg understood to travel widi 
a charge, as it was'called, might otherwise have 
been selected as safe subjects of plunder by the 
8tieet4*obber. 

As Master George Heriot paced forth west* 
ward with this gallant attendance, he paused at 

6 
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the sbcyp-door of his countrynuia and fiiend, the 
ancient horologer, and haVing caused Tunstailj; 
who was in attendance, to adjust his watch bj^ 
the real time, he desired to speak with his iiiaj»^' 
ter ; in consequence of which summons, the old 
^ Time-meter came forth fh>m his den, his face 
like a bronze bust, darkened with dust, and glis^ 
tening here and there with copper filings, and 
his senses so bemused in the intensity of calcu- 
lation, that he gazed on his friend the goldsmith 
for a minute before he seemed personally to coau 
prehend who he was, and heard him express his 
invitation to David Ramsay, and pretty Mistress 
Margaret, his daughter, to dine with him next 
day at noon, to meet with a noble young coun- 
tryman, without returning any answer., 

'^ rU make thee speak, with a murrain to thee,^ 
muttered Heriot to himself ; and suddenly chan- 
^ng his tone, he said aloud, — '^ I pray you, 
neighbour David, when are you and I to have a 
settlement for the bullion wherewith I supplied 
you to mount yonder castle^s hall-clock at Theo- 
bald\ and that other whirligig that you mac(e for* 

VOL. I. H "' '* 
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tbe Poke pf Buckioglnm ? I bare had die Spa^ 
Tjoah house to aatisfj for the ii^otfl^ wsd I musfc 
9eed0 put you into imud that you bare been 
eight months bduod hand.^ 

There ia wmiethiiig so sharp and aigre in:the 
demand of a peremptory dnn, that no human 
tympanum, however inaccessible to other tone% 
ean resist the application. David Bamaaj start* 
ed at once £rom his reverie, and answered in m 
pettish tone, '* Wow, George, man, what needs 
aw this din about sax soweo^ pounds? Awthe 
wiNrld kens I can answer aw claims on me, and 
you proffered yoursell fair time, till his maiak 
graeiotts Majesty and the noble Duke suld make 
settled aocompts wi^ me ; and ye may ken, bj 
your ain experioice, that I oanna gsng rowtm^ 
Hke an unmannered Highland stot to their doors, 
as ye come to mineJ*^ 

Heriot laii^hed, andieidied, ^^ Welt, David, I 
^e a demand of money is like a bucket of water 
about your ears, and makes you a man of the 
world at once« And now, friend, will you teU 
me, like a Christian man, if ycm will dine with 
me to-morrow at noon, and bring pretty Mistress 
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Mai^ret, my god-daughter^ -mth yoM, to meet 
with our HoUd youtig countrymiixi^ the Lotd of 
Glenvarloch P'* 

" The young Lord of Glenvarlochi r said the 
old mechanist i *^ m'' aw my heart, and blithe I 
will be to see him bgain. We have not met these 
forty years— he was two years before me at the 
humanity classes— he is a sweet youth.** 

«* That was his father— his father— his fether 
— *you old dotard Dot-and*carry-one that you 
are*" answered the goldsmith. ** A sweet youth 
he would have been by this time, had he lived, 
worthy nobleman. This is his son, the Lord 
Nigel.'* 

•* His son r said Ramsay ; ** maybe he will 
want something of a chronometer, or watch— « 
few gallants care to be without them now-a- 
days.'* 

** He may buy half your stock-in-trade, if ever 
he comes to his own, for what I know," said his 
friend ; ** but Davie, remember your bond, and 
use me not as you did when my housewife ha<] 
the sheepVhead and the cock-a-leek boiling for 
you at late as two of the clock, afternoon.^ 
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^' She had the more credit by her cookerj^* 
answered David, now fully awake ; '^ a sheep's 
head, over^b(nled, were poison, according to our 
saying.** 

<< Well,^ answered Master George, '< but as 
there will be no sheepVhead to morrow, it may 
chance you to spoil a dinner which a proverb 
cannot mend. It may be you may forgather with 
your friend Sir Mungo Malagrowther, for I pur- 
pose to ask his worship ; so, be sure and bide 
tryste, Davie.^ 

** That will I — I will be true as a chronome- 
ter,^ said Ramsay. 

" I will not trust you though,** replied He- 
riot—^* Hear you, Jenkin boy, teU Soots Janet 
to tell pretty Mistress Margaret, my god-child, 
she must put her father in remembrance to put 
on bis best doublet to-morrow, and to bring him 
to Lombard Street at noon. Tell her they are 
to meet a brave young Scots lord.** 

Jenkin coughed that sort of dry short cough 
uttered by those who are either charged with er- 
rands which they do not like, or hear opinions 
to which they must not enter a dissent. 
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« 



Umph r repeated Master George, who, as 
we have already noticed, was something of a mar- 
tinet in domestic discipline ; ^^ what does umph 
m^an ? Will you do mine errand, or not, nr- 
rah?** 

^^ Sure, Master George Heriot,'' said the ap- 
prentice, touching his cap. '^ I only meant that 
Mistress Margaret was not likely to forget such 
an invitation.^ 

** Why, no,** said Master George, ** she is a 
dutiful girl to her god-father, though I sometimes 
ieall her a jill-flirt. And, hark ye, Jenkin, you and 
your comrade had best come with your clubs, to 
see your master and her safely home ; but first 
shut shop, and loose the buU-dog, and let the por- 
ter stay in the fore-shop till your return. I will 
s(end two of my knaves with you, for I hear these 
wild youngsters of the Temple are broken out 
worse and lighter than ever.** 

^^ We can keep their steel in order with good 
handbats,** said Jenkiu; ^^ and never trouble 
your servants for the matter.** 

" Or, if need be,** said Tunstall, " we have 
swords as well as the Templars.** 
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^^ Pyeupcm it-^«^ upon il» joung mw,^ fiald 
the citiRiH«**^^ An apprentifie with » awoid !— 
Mwrjf Heayen ferefcndL I would «a aooo «o» 
hun in s liat and feather.^ 

^^ Well, sir,^ said Jenkin — <^ we wiU find amis 
fitting to our station, and will defend our master 
and his daughter, if wo should tear up the veij 
itones of the pavement.^ 

^^ There spoke a London ^prentice bold," said 
the dtizen; ^^ and, for jour comfort, my lads, 
yousballcrudiaoupof winetothe health of the 
fathers of the city. I have my eje on both of 
youh^you axe thriving lads, each in hia own 
way.-«*God be wf you, Davie. Forget not to« 
moRt>w, at noQQu^ And so saying, be again 
turned his mole^ head westward, and crossed 
TempleuBar, at that slow and decent amble 
which at onoe beeame his rank and civic im- 
portance, and put his pedestrian fcillownv to no 
ineonv^ieiKa to keep up with him. 

At the Tem|de Gate he again paused, dia* 
mounted, and sought his way into one of the 
small booths occupied by scriveners in the neigh- 
bourhood. A young man with lank smooth hair. 
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combed straight to his ears^ and then cropped 
short, rose with a cringing reverence, pulled off a 
slouched hat, whiclii ^e would, upon np signal^ 
replace on his head, and answered, with much 
demonstration of reverence, to the goldsmith^s 
question <^, ^^ How goes business, Andrew 7** 
'^ Aw the better for your worship^s kind counte- 
nance and maintenauce.^ 
" ^^ Get a large sheet of paper, man, and make 
^ new pen, with a sharp neb and fine hair-stroke 
-^o not slit the quiU up sae high, its a wastrife 
course in your trade, Andrew; they that do not 
mind corn-pickles, never come to forpits. I have 
known a learned man write a thousand pages with 
one quill.^ 

^* Ah ! sir," said the lad, who listened to the 
goldsmith, though instructing him in his own 
trade, with an air of veneration and acquies- 
cence, ** how sune ony puir creature like mysell 
may rise in the world, wi' the instruction of such 
ft man as your worship !" 

** My instructions are few, Andrew, soon told, 
and not hard to practise. Be honest-^l^e indus- 
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trioua— be frugal, and you will toon win wealth 
and worship. — ^Here, copy me this Supplication 
in your best and most fmrmal hand. I wiU wait 
by you till it is done.^ 

The youth lifted not his eye firom the paper, 
and laid not the pen from his hand, undl the task 
was finished to the employer's satiafiictipn. The 
dtizen thai gave the young scrivener an ai^el, 
and bidding him> on his life, to be secret in all bu- 
siness entrusted to him, again mounted his mule, 
and rode on westward along the Strand. 

It may be worth while to remind our readers^ 
that the Temple-Bar which Heriot passed, was 
not the arched screen, or gateway, of the present 
day, but an open railing, or palisade, which at 
night, and in times of alarm, was dosed with a 
bairicade of posts and chains. The Strand also, 
along which he rode, was not, as now, a continued 
street, although it was beginning already to as- 
sume that character. It still might be consi- 
dered as an open road, along the south side of 
which stood various houses and hotels belonging 
to the nobility, having gardens behind them 
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domn to the water-ode, with stairs. to the riyer 
for the oonvenienoe of taking boat^ which man- 
sions have bequeathed the names of thar lordly 
owners to many of die streets leading from the 
Strand to the Thames. The north side of the 
Strand was also a long line of houses, behind 
which, as in Saint Martin''s Lane, and other 
points, buildings were rapidly arising ; but Co- 
vent-Garden was still a garden, in the literal 
sense of the word, or at least but be^nning to 
be studded with irregular buildings. AU that was 
pasding around, however, marked the rapid in- 
crease of a capital which had long enjoyed peace;, 
wealth, and a regular government. Houses were 
arising in every direction, and the shrewd eye of 
our citizen already saw the period not distant 
which should convert the nearly open highway 
on whidi he travelled, into a connected and regu- 
lar street, uniting the court and the town with the 
city of London. 

He next passed Charing Cross, which was no 
longer the pleasant solitary village at which the 
judges were wont to breakfast on their way to 
Westminster Hall ; and began to resemble the ar- 
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teffj through which, to use J(diiiion''s expteaaim, 
<' pours the full tide of London population.^ The 
buildings were rapidly increaong, yet scarcely 
gave even a faint idea of its present af^aranoe. 
At last Whitehall recdved our traveller, who 
passed under one of the beautiful gates designed 
by Holbein, and composed of tesselated bridu 
work, beii^ the same to which Moniplies had 
ptoianely likened the West-Port of £dinbur|[^ 
and entered the ample precincts of the palace of 
Whitehall, now full of all the confiuion attend*- 
ing impfovement It was just at the time irbai 
James, little suspecting that he was employed in 
oonstmcting a palace, from the window of which 
his only son was to pass to die upon a scaffold be- 
fare it, was busied in removing the ancient and 
ruinous buildings of De Burgh, Henry VIII^ 
and Queen Elizabeth, to make W2^ for the superb 
architecture on which Inigo Jones exarted all his 
genius. The King, ignorant of futurity, was now 
engaged in pressing on his work, and for that 
purpose still maintained his royal apartments at 
Whitehall, amidst the rubbish of old buildings, 
and the various confusion attending the erection 
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bf the new pile^ wbidli fonned at present a laby- 
linth not eaoly.to be travened. 

The goldsmith to the Boyal Household, and 
who, if £nne spoke true, oftentimea acted aa thdur 
banker, (for these professions were not as yet se- 
parated ixom each odier,) was a penon of too 
much importance to reoeiye the slightest inter- 
ruptiw firom oentinel or porter ; and leaving his 
mule and two a( hia.followers in the outer court, 
he gently knocked at a postem-gate of the build- 
ing, and was presendy admitted, while the most 
trusty of his atteandants fcdiowed him closely with 
the piece of plate under his arm. This num also 
he left behind him in an and-room, where duree 
or four pages in the royal livery, but iintrussed, 
unbuttoned, and dressed more carelessly than the 
place and nearness to a King^s person seemed to 
admit,wereplayingatdiceand draughts, orstretch- 
ed up(m benches, sand slumbering with half-shut 
eyes* A corresponding gaUoy, whidb opened 
£nttn the anti-room, was occupied by two gentle- 
men-nshers ol the chamb^, who gave each a smile 
of recognition as the wealthy goldsmith entered* 
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No word was qx>ken on either side, but one of 
the ushers looked ISrst to Heriot, and then to a 
Kttle door half-oovered by the tapestry, whidi 
seemed to say as plain as a look oookiF— << Lies 
your business that way F^ The dtizen nodded, 
and the oourt^itteDdant, moving on tiptoe and 
with as much caution as if the floor had been 
paved with ^gs, advanced to the door, opened 
it gently, and spoke a few words in a low tone. 
The broad Scottish accent of Song James was 
heard in reply—- ^< Admit him instanter, Max- 
well. Have ye hairboured sae lang at the court, 
and not learned that gold and silver is ever weL- 
oome?" 

. The usher signed to Heriot to advance, and 
the hon^t dtizen was presently introduced into 
the cabinet of the Sovereign. 

The scene of confusion amid which he found, 
the King seated, was no bad picture of the state 
and quality of Jameses own mind. There was 
much that was rich and costly in cabinet jnctures. 
and valuable ornaments, but they were slovenly 
arranged, covered with dust, and lost half their 
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value, or at least their effect, from the mannev in 
which they were presented to the eye. The table 
was loaded with huge folios, amongst which lay 
light books of jest, and ribaldry ; and amongst 
notes of unmercifully long orations, and essays on 
king-craft, were mingled miserable roundels and 
baUads by the royal Trentice, as he styled him- 
self, in the art of poetry, and schemes for the ge- 
neral pacification of Europe, with a list of the 
names of the King'^s hounds, and remedies against 
canine madness* 

The King'^s dress was of green velvet, quilted 
so full as to be dagger-proof, which gave him 
the appearance of clumsy and un^nly protube- 
rance ; while its being buttoned awry communi- 
cated to his figure an air of distortion. Over his 
green doublet he wore a sad-coloured night-gown, 
out of the pocket of which peeped his hunting- 
horn. His high«crowned grey hat lay on the floor, 
covered with dust, but encircled by a carkanet 
of large balas rubies ; and he wore a blue velvet 
night-cap, in the front of which was placed the 
plume of a heron, which had been struck down 
by a favourite hawk in some critical moment of 
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the.fli^t^- in lananbnmce of wUdi the 
wore this higU j honoured feather. 

But sich inoonflistencies in dress md ttppoint- 
ments were mere outward types cf those whidi 
existed in the royal character, rendering it a sul>^ 
jeet of doubt amoogst his cantemporaries, and 
be({ueathing it as a proUem to future historians^' 
He was deeply kamed^ without possessing use* 
fill knowledge; sagadoos in many indiridual 
cases, without having real wisdom ; fbnd of his 
power, and desirous to maintain and augment it, 
yet willing to resign the direction of that and 
of himsdf, to the most unworthy faTourites; 
a big and bold assertor of his rights in words, 
yet one who tamely saw them trampled on in 
deeds ; a lorer ot negociations, in which he was 
always outwitted ; and a fearer of war, where 
conquest might have been easy. He was fond of 
his dignity, while he was perpetually degrading 
it by undue familiarity ; capable of much public 
labour, yet often neglecting it for the meanest 
amusement ; a wit, though a pedant ; and a scho- 
lar, though fond of the conTersation of the igno- 

3 
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rant aiid uneducatecL EVen l&s timidHj' of tenw 
par was not umfonn» and there were moments of 
}as Efe, and those critioal, in which he shewed 
the spirit ci his ancestors* He was laborious in 
tirifles^ and a trifler where serious labour was r»* 
quired ; devout in his sentiments, and yet too 
often profane in his language ; just and bene& 
cent by nature,, he yet gave way to the iniquities 
and oppression of. others. He was penurious reu 
specdng money which he had to give from his 
own haiid, yet inconsiderately and unboundedly 
profuse of that which he did not see. In a word, 
those good qualities which displayed themselves 
in particular cases and occasions, were not of a 
nature sufficiently firm and comprehensive to reu 
gulate his general conduct ; and, shewing them* 
selves as they occasionally did, only entitled James 
to the character bestowed on him by Sully«-M:hat 
he was the wisest fool in Christendom. 

That the fortunes of this monarch might be 
tfs little of a piece as his character, he, certunly 
the least able of the Stuarts, succeeded peaces, 
ably to that kingdom, against the power of which 
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his predeoesaon had, withaomudidifilciilty, de^ 
fended his natiTe throne. And, lastly, although 
his reign appeared calculated to ensure to Great 
Britain that lasting tranquillity and internal 
peace which so much suited the King'*s dispom- 
tion, yet, during that very reign, were sown 
those seeds of dissension, which, like the teeth of 
the fabulous dragon, had their harvest in a 
Uoody<«nd umversal.civil war. 

Such was the monarch, who, saluting Heriot 
familiarly by the name of Jingling Greordie, (for 
it was his well-known custom to give nick-namea 
to all his familiars,) inquired what new clatter- 
traps he had brought with him, to cheat his law- 
ful and native Prince out of his siller. 

^^ Grod forbid, my li^^,^ said the citizen, 
^' that I should have any such disloyal purpose. 
I did but bring a piece of plate to shew to your 
most gradous Majesty, which, both for the subject 
and for the workmanship, I were loth to put into 
the hands of any subject until I knew your Ma- 
jesty^s pleasure anent it^ 

*^ Body o^ me, man, le€s see it, Heriot ; though. 
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by my saul, Steetue> se^ice o^^ plate waas^e defp: 
a bargain, I hacL^maist pasioied my word as, a, 
Royal: King,, to keep my i^n gold apcl alyec in 
future, and let you, Geordie, keep.yours.^ 

^* Respecting thfs ]>uk]e o£ Buckingtiam^s 
plate,^ said: the gpldsmitb*, ^^ your M^e^ty was. 
plQcused to dir^t< tbat^. ha expence dipujd be 
qpai^dv and-*'-^"" 

** What signifies, what I desfired, map P when 
a wise, man is witb fules ^nd bairn% h^. maun 
e^en play ajL. the chuqks* But you should haye 
had. mair. sense apd pon^ideratiott than to gi^ 
Babiie Charts and S^nie theij; ain. ga^ ;, they> * 
wad hae floored, tb^ v^ry roonia. wi* silver, Wfl 
I wonder they didna.^' 

6eQrg|8 I{eriot bowed, and said no m^re. ^e. 
knew his master -toor well to vindicate bi|]|sel^ 
otherwise than by ad^stai^t.allusion to hi& order; 
and J^mes, with:^om economy wa^ only a tran^ 
sient and momentary twinge of consQience, Nr 
came immediately afterwards desirous to. see the. 
piece of fiate which the goldsmith proposed to 
exhilnt, and dispatqb^ Maxwell, t^ bring it t^ 

VOL. I. I 
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his presence. In the meantime he demanded of 
the citizen whence he had procured it. 

<^ From Italy, may it please your Majesty,** 
replied Heriot. 

'^ It has naething in it tending to papestrie ?^ 
said the King, looking graver than his wont. 

^< Surely not, please your Majes^,** sfdd He- 
riot ; ^^ I were not wise to bring any thing to 
your presence that had the mark of the beast.** 

'< You would be the mait beast yourself to 
do so,** said the King ; *' it is well kenn*d that 
I wrestied wi* Dagon in my youth, and smote 
him on the groundall of his own temple ; a gude 
evidence that I should be in time called, however 
unworthy, the Defender of the Faith. — ^But here 
comes MaxweU, bending under his burthen, like 
the €rolden Ass of Apuleius.** 

Heriot hastened to relieve the usher, and to 
place the embossed salver, for such it was, and 
of extraordinary dimensions, in a light favour- 
able for his Majesty*s viewing the sculpture. 

" Saul of my body, man,** said the King, " it 
is a curious piece, and, as I think, fit for a KiDg*s 



THE FORTUNES OF NIOEL. ISl 

cfaalmer ; and the stibject, as you say, Master 
George^ vera adequate and beseeming — ^being, 
as I see> the judgment of Solomon— -a prince in 
whose paths it weel becomes a* leeving monardis 
to walk ^vith emulation.^ 

^' But whose footsteps,^ said Maxwell, ^< only 
one of them—- if a subject may say so much-^ 
hath ever overtaken.** 

. *^ Haud your tongue, for a fause fleeching 
loun,^ said the King, but with a smile on his 
face that shewed the flattery had done its part 
<^ Look at the bonnie piece of workmanship, and 
baud your clavering tongue.— And whase handy- 
work may it be, Geordie ?" 
, *^ It was wrought, sir,^ replied the goldsmith, 
^^ by the famous Florentine, Benvenuto Cellini, 
and deigned for Francis the First of France ; 
but I hope it will find a fitter master.^ 

*^ Francis of France !'' said the King ; " send 
Solomon, King of the Jews, to Francis of France ! 
— ^Body of me, man, it would have kythed Cel- 
lini mad, had he never done ony thing else out of 
.the gate. Francis !-^why, he was a fighting fule, 
man— a mere fighting fule, — ^got himsell ta^en at 
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PatYi4 lik<<at^jdfiBJmd'«lDtebai»ld»g:8ytie;<^^ 
if the^cdtAfi%aesehtUmS0toifkiif8^l4 addldve 
of ii^sc6 aiid'gtidfiheiiB, they^wad^lu^iduife Him 
a better" tuMl But SdkmMt should sit in other 
gate company than Francis dp iFmtiee.'* 

<* t trtist that'sudi will be hi^ good fixptun^^'' 
ssdd Heribt. 

'* It is a curious and vera af^cial sculpture^^ 
said the King, in cootinuatiM ; ** but yet^ me- 
thinks; the crubifiic, or exiMitidiier there,' is 
brMdkhing Mi^ giilley dii^r neat^the Kidg^sfMe, 
seeing^ he il^iHthin rtsadi of hisWeapon. t' think 
less wisdom than- SDlmtlori^s Mrald hare taught 
him that there was danger in ed^^tbob, and' that 
he wald have bidden the'smaik dthi^r sheath hb 
shabfe, or stimd farth^ir Back.'^ 

George HWiot endeftVoured tb aBeViate tliSa 
objection, by assurhig the Sing* that tbevieiiiity 
betwixt Solomon attd the eiecutiofler wa^ ndEirer 
in appearaiice than in ifeality, and' that the p&fi- 
spective should' be dlbwed fbr. 

" Gang to the dfe^ WP your pibspective, mati^^ 
said the Xing'; ^' there cannft b6 a' watir pitNtped- 
tive for a liawfti' king, wHa wishes to iteign in luve, 
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as brave as maist^^blks ; iund^^t J pr<)less:tp><ye 
|I ccailil J^ver, look c^ a liare jbkde witbout bjiDk- 
iog:fU)d^inkjwig. But a\ |;b^getji^r it^ia^ra^ve 
.piece ^^n^nd ^bat i& l^e p^ice.of. it,, ipfi^a ?^ 

;T)tiegQUfiinith. reified Vy.^iib^erv^pg, that it 
oVfaa not JiisiOWQ property,! bHt4l¥^tip€ a distvess- 
.ed oqunii^yBii^n. 

"'1/Vhilk you m^n (OniQ^k^yoJir.isx^^me for 
;aiakii^ tbedouble^f its^wortb} IrWAn|ant,^,^iM9* 
.94F^red itb& ^^ing. <^XkeDJbetriai^pf(}$P^,bur- 
fowfi-townuierekaiits, iqan.^ 

'^ I have no hopes of bafQiag^yQiir Ji{a|esty*6 
#^p(3ity,'^,saidfJleoot ; ": th^ ^[^iflQ^ai^reaUy what 
I say^ aad the pace ahM^f^d ^d Sftj pounds 
sterling, if it pleases jypur:)Ma}^tyr^q maketpr^- 
sent^ payment.^ 

*\ A hundred A^d.^ty.jpiuids,.'.nian 1 ,^i»d as 
ixipqy. lv:it;cbes and^ irajr4ooks:;tG^ rw^ said 

time irritated MoPMi^€h. ^^)My iNUiI, Jii^Iing 
.CnQotdie,,ye are-n^iji^d that. your purse pdbAll 
jifl^Ie to a bQnQie;(^i4ne Ir-rHoW; amjl to tdl you 
4owQ>a hundred aad. fifty pund^ fori. ^b<it will 
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not weigh as many merks P and ye ken that my 
very household semtors, and the officers of my 
mouthy are sax months in arrear !^ 

The goldsmith stood his ground against all 
this objurgation, as being what he was well ac- 
customed to, and only answered, that, if his Ma- 
jesty liked the piece, and desired to possess it, the 
price could be easily settled. It was true that the 
party could not want the money, but he, George 
Heriot, would advance it on his Majesty^s ac- 
count, if such were his pleasure, and wait his 
royal conveniency for payment, for that and 
other matters ; the money, meanwhile, lying at 
the ordinary usage. 

<< By my honour,* said James, ** and that is 
speaking' like an honest and reasonable trades- 
man. We maun get another subndy frae the 
Commons, and that will make ae compting of it 
Awa wr it. Maxwell — awa wi^ it, and let it be 
set where Steenie and Babie Charles shall see 
it as they return from Richmond. — ^And now 
that we are secret, my good auld friend Geor- 
die, I do truly opine, that speaking of Solomon 
and ourselves, the hail wisdom in the country 
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left Scotland, when we took our trayels to the 
Southland here."" 

George Heriot was courtier enough to say, 
^^ that the wise naturally follow the wisest, us 
stags follow their leader.*" 

^^ Troth, I think there is something in what 
thou sayest,^ said James; ^^ for we ourselves, 
and those of our court and household, as thou 
thyself, for example, are allowed bj the English, 
for as self-opinioned as they are, to pass for rea- 
sonable good wits ; but the brains of those we 
have left behind are all astir, and run clean hir- 
die-girdie, like sae mony warlocks and witches 
on the Devil^s Sabbath-eVn.^ 

^^ I am sorry to hear this, my liege^^ said He- 
riot. ^^ May it please your grace to say what 
our couQti^ymen have done to deserve such a 
character?^ 

^' They are become frantic, man— dean brain- 
crazed,'*' answered the King. *< I cannot keep 
them out of the Court by all the proclamations 
that the heralds roar themselves hoarse with. 
Yesterday, nae farther gane, just as we were 
mounted, and about to ride forth, in rushed a 
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ifadtbU^ EdiiibUrg^ ^tteH)lbbd«^tr rajgged ras- 

cal, every dud upon whose ba&*itas bidding 

gooil'-d&y^fo'fhe dth^, Iridi a ct»t and'b&t'that 

Sroiild hate ^rted a.pease^bogle, and, without 

hayings or reverence, tiiraMs iiito our hands, 

'lite "a MUildlj'toggar,-i(6nie *Supplieati6n about 

d^bts tywhifg by our gnidoite mother, and «c- 

' Iftte ttaah ;'Sfhc!reat the hdtse spangs on end, and, 

^Imt ibr \Mir "admii^^lE^ ^tttng, whereinwebave 

'*htdd thbdght to excel maist sovereign princes, as 

^ell 'as subjtets, ' in 'EcArape, I prcHnke you we 

M'lottld'haVe'been lidd encflang an the'causeway.^ 

« Y<nir Mqesty,'' saH^HtJriot,^ « is their com^ 

mon father, and ther^fbre tbeyafe tfaebcftderto 

*pTess' into your grarions* presenceT* 

** Iken^Iampca^pd^a^VfAl enough,^ said 
James ; ^< but Me inrould think they h<vda mhid 
to squeeze my puddings out, that they may di- 
vide the toheiritance. • Ud'a death, Geordie, there 
is not 'a loonf^ amoiig th^m can deliver a Sdppliea^ 
' tion,' as it bald be done In'ttie face of majesty.^ 

"I would ^I^toiew the' most 'iJtting and* be. ' 
seeminfg mode to dof so,^ -daid' Heriot, " were- it 
but to iiirtruct our poor countrymen in better &-. 
shions,^ 
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"^By my halidomei** smU the>King, "»ye»«re 
a ceeviteezed fallow, Geordie^ and -I care aa ifl 

- iffing aiva «s much time as * may teadi ye. And, 
first, -see ycrti, sir— ye Ah&U approach • the pre- 
sience of majesty thus^—^hadowkig'youT'eyea^lh 
yoor jvand, to testify that 'yeu^aror in the presence 
of the Vicegerentof Heaven.— ^Va*»weel^6eoi^, 

'that' is done Hi'a oomely inaffHier.<— {rhai,-sir, ye 
sail kneel, and make as if ye*¥Rdi:iM kiss tibe hem 

-of frtir^annent, the latch of our shoe, or such 
like:*-iVaira weel enacted— ^hilk 'we, as being 
inHmg' to be debonair^anid pleasing towards oar 

' lieges, prevent thus,--*and motion to ycni tarise ; 

. .^iifhilk,- having a boon to^ask, as yet^you dbey 
not, but, gli&ng-yettr hanfd into your pondi, 
bring forth your Supplication, and- place itre- 

* verentially in our open palm.^ The goldsmith, 

' who had compUed with great accuracy with all 
the prescribed points ^ of the eeremomal, here 
eompleted it, to -Jameses no «nall astonishment, 

' by placing in-bis hftnd the 'petition of ihe*Lord 
•of Crlenvarlo<;h. *• What means this, ye^fause 

<loonP^ siud'he,reddemng'imd sputtering; ''^faae 

' I beOd teadhtingyou the^manual exercise,- ihat ye 
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suld present your piece at our ain royal body ?— 
Now, by this light, I had as lief that ye had 
bended a real pistolet against me, and yet this 
hae ye done in my very cabinet, where nought 
suld enter but at my ain pleasure.^ 

'* I trust, your Majesty,^ said Heriot, as he 
continued to kneel, '* will forgive my exercising 
the lesson you condescended to ffve me in the 
behalf of a friend ?^ 

^^ Of a friend !^ said the King ; '^ so much the 
waur-HSo much the waur, I tell you. If it had 
been something to doyourseU good, there would 
have been some sense in it, and some chance that 
you wald not have come back on me in a hurry ; 
but a man may have a hundred friends, and pe- 
titions for every ane of them, ilk ane after other."** 

" Your Majesty, I trust,^ said Heriot, " will 
judge me by former experience, and will not sus- 
pect me of such presumption.^ 

^' I kenna,^ said the placable monarch ; ^^ the 
world goes daft, I think— «^{2 semel insanivimus 
omnes^-thou art my old and faithful servant, 
that is the truth ; and, wer^ any thing for thy 
own behoof, man, thou shouldest not ask twice. 
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But, troth, Steenie loves me so dearly, that he 
cares not that any one should ask favours of me 
•but himself.— -Maxwell, (for tlie usher had re- 
entered after having carried off the plate,) get 
into the anti-chamber W your lang lugs.— In 
conscience, Greordie, I think as that thou hast 
been mine ain auld fiduciary, and wert my 
goldsmith when I might say. with the Ethnic 
poet— 'iVb?* mea renidet in dome lacwnav'^oTy 
faith, they had pillaged my mither^s auld house 
sae, that beechen bickers, and treen trenchers, 
and latten platters, were whiles the best at our 
boards and glad we were of something to put on 
them, without quarrelling with the metal of the 
dishes. TTje mind, for thou wert in maist of our 
complots, how we were fain to send sax of the 
Blue-banders to harry the Lady of Loganhouse^s 
dow-cote and poultry-yard, and what an awfu^ 
plaint the poor dame made against Jock of 
Milch, and the thieves of Annandale, wha were 
as sackless of the deed as I am of the sin of 
murther?'' 

''It was the better for Jock,^ said Heriot; '< for 
if I remember weel, it saved him boai a strap- 



1^ TB£ XQHSrPHSS :OP|ilTCi||:i.. 

.fiir other: tmadeods.^ 

<'i Ay, man, miad < ye \ thatr said the iKiog ; 

*^ but he had other ttrtues,ri0rlhe;ifiis.a tight 
fintttanuiD, moreover,! that. Oiock of Milch, .and 
.tfxald.hollofwttaa hounditill idl the woods^-raQg 
i^ain. /^Biit: he- oKPe Id an. Amandile end t^it 

ihe h»ty lertLord/ToithovvaldfnmhtSilaiiiceoiit 
.ihixw^;hitt.''-^GockiDittl8, iDao, «wh«n.Llhuik 
' cftheacfvihl pasaiges^fin^y a»8den«e,il am not 

•use hut we lived memer kiiaiild HolyvDod tfi 

theae; dttfiliQg days, than: now wb»k we aredivdl- 

ing At heek and mang^. Canimbii vaeusum^me 

had bnt little to caie teat J" 

*^. And if yonr/Majestyrpleaaei ta rtmemher,^ 
• aaid the gQld9BQitfa,^'^the<»vrfiil'tadc weihad to 

gallier i silyer-TeMaU : and \^gokUn^ 
floake soiaeBbewbefbrethoSiNmbh'Ambassador.^ 
<^ Vera ti3ue,^> said.the <King, nofir in a foil tide 
^f gofisip, ^f and:IjBindnotihenamex>f theri^ht 

leal lord that helped ua/vith every iui£e.he had 

in his house, that his native Prince mi^t-Jwre 
> aame cisediti in ithe, eyea^of ithem. diat j had the' In- 

diaaiat thair heisk.^ 
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** I think if ycfwa Migestjr;^ said' the ckiseD) 
« wiU citelToair eye on thfc paper in y dun hand^ 
ycdi will recoUtet hift luune;^ 

« A^ !^ sftid: the King, ^' say yeistwi, man (?-<-« 
Lerd^Glenvarlodi^ that i¥as 'his- name indeed*— 
Justus et tenax proposM^^A juirt; man, bnt^ ae 
obstinate as actuated bull. He stood nriiiles^against 
u% that Lord^Randal. OHfaunt of Glenvariocby 
bat bi^ vmA a lonngi and* a/, leai subject, in the 
main. Bnt^ this supplicator maiuir be fai» son^^ 
Randal has beenilonggone. ^diem kingt and- loidr 
must' go, Geordie^ aa well as the like o£ you— i' 
and what does^his son wantwith^us ?«^ 

<< "The settlements^ answered the cntiflen^. ^ oC 
a large' debt due by your Ma}estyi*s>tDeasury^ fee 
money advanced to. your Majest]!7in great, state 
emergency, about tfae.-time of the Aaid^ of Bhtb*i 
ven."" 

^< I mind the tfaingrwed,^ said Sin^ Jametf^^ 
'< Od^s death, man,! was just out o£ the cfaitebes 
of the Master of Glamis and his'oomplioesy.aad 
there was never siller mair welcome to a b<Hrn 
Prinoej— the mair die dbame and pity that ctown- 
ed King: should need mc a petty sunU But wh^ 
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need he dun us for it, man, like a baxter at the 
breaking? We aught him the nller, and will pay 
him wi^ our convenience, or mak it otherwise up 
to him, whilk is enow between prince and sub- 
ject—We are not in fneditaOone Jiigce, man, to 
be arrested thus peremptorily.^ 

<^ Alas ! an it please your Majesty,^ said the 
goldsmith, fthaking his head, *^ it is the poor 
young nobleman''s extreme necessity, and not his 
wiU, that makeshimimportunate ; for heinust have 
money, and that briefly, to discharge a debt due 
to Peregrine Peterson, Conservator of the Privi- 
leges at Campvere, or his haill hereditary barony 
and estate of Glenvarloch will be evicted in' vir- 
tue of an unredeemed wadset.^ 

^' How say ye, man — ^how say ye ?^ exclaimed 
the King impatiently ; *^ the carle of a Conserva- 
tor, the son of a Low-Dutch skipper, evict the 
auld estate and lordship of the house of Olifaunt ? 
— God'^s bread, man, that maun not be — ^we maun 
suspend the diligence by writ of favour, or other- 
wise.'" 

*' I doubt that may hardly be,^ answered the 
citizen, " if it please your Majesty ; your learn- 

7 
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ed counsel in the law of Scotland advise^ that there 
is no remeid but in paying the money .'^ 
. " Uds fish,*"' said the King, " let him keep 
haud by the strong hand against the carle, until 
we can take some order about his affairs.^ 

'^ Alas !^ insisted the goldsmith, ^< if it like 
your Majesty, your own pacific government and 
your doing of equal justice to all men, has made 
main force a kittle line to walk by, unless just 
within the bounds of the Highlands.^ 

. ** Weel — ^weel — ^weel, man,'* said the perplexed 
monarch, whose ideas of justice, expedience, and 
convenience, became on such occasions strangely 
embroiled ; ^< just it is we should pay our debts, 
that the young man may pay his ; and he must 
be paid, and in verbo regis he ^hall be paid— 
but how to come by the siller, man, is a difficult 
chapter^— ye maun try the city, Greordie,*' 

** To say the truth,** answered Heriot, *' please 
your gracious Majesty, what betwixt loans and 
benevolences, and subsidies, the city is at this 
presen t ■ ■ * * 

" Donna tell me of what the city is,** smd King 
James ; ^< our Exchequer is as dry as Dean Giles's 
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disQoame^oB'the pemtentiaty. ^p9fliMH^EainSnh» 
nihil ^fii-^I€& ill takang: the breeb^aff a? ivildi 
Higblaadmaiir-^they. thai. Qome to me. fknr siller, 
should tell, me how to ocoQe by it— <lie citj)r ye 
maun tiy^.Hteriot ; audi donna think tQ>be caUfd- 
Jingling Greoidie for nothing-— and tn veribbregis 
T will pay the lad- if you^ gel# me the loanr*^l 
wonnot haggle on the tenn»; and: between yoiv 
and. xne, Geordie, we will redeem the bmve jodd; 
estate of Glenstar lochi— *>But wherefore comes not 
the youDglotd to Courts. Heriot>-^. he comely 
-^s. he presentable in the pres^ioe ?'^ 

*^ No one can be more so/* aaidf GiaQi^ Hiir> 
riot ; " but ?* 

*^ Ay; I undenrtandi ye^* said* bis Majesty-*** 

— ^uir lad! — and his^ father a vight. tisua. leal; 
Scots hearty Uiough stiff in< some opomons* Had^. 
ye, Heiioty, let tiie ladihttv^e twa buodred pounds 
to fit lum> out. And, here— here— •(taking tbor 
carcanet of rubies from his. old bat)— je have) 
had these in pledge before for a larger suahr 7^ 
auld Levite that ye are. Keeprtbem in gag^ ^ 
I g?e ]e back the. siller outof tbe ses;t subsidy.^ 

13 
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*^ If it please your Majesty to give me such 
directions in writing,^ said the cautious citizen. 

>< The de'il is in: your nicety, George,^ said 
the King; ^^ ye are as preceese as a Puritan in 
fmtn, and amereNuIIifidian in the marrow of 
the matter. May not a King'^s word serve you 
ibr advancing your pitiful twa hundred pounds ?^ 
' *< But not for detaining the crown jewels,?? 
said George Heriot. 

And the King, who from long experience was 
inured to dealing with suspicious creditors, wrote 
an order upon George Heriot, hia well-beloved 
goldsinith.and jeweller, for the sum of two hun- 
dred pounds, to be paid presently to Nigel Oli- 
faunt. Lord of Glenvarloch, to be imputed as so 
much debts due to him by the crown ; and autho- 
rizing the retention of a carcanet of balas rubies, 
with a great diamond, as described in a Cata- 
logue of his Majesty^s Jewels, to remain in pos- 
session of the said George Heriot, advancer of 
the said sum, and so forth, imtil he was lawfully 
contented and paid thereof. By another rescript, 
his Majesty gave the stud George Heriot direc- 
tions todeal with some of the moneyed men, upon 

VOL. 1. K ' 
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cqmtable tenns, for a sum of money' for his Ma- 
jesty^s present use, not to be under 50,000 merks, 
but as much more as could conveniently be pr«>- 
eured« 

'* And has he ony lair, this Lord Nigd of 
ours ?^ said the King. 

George Heriot could not exactly answer this 
question ; but believed ^ the young lord had 
studied abroad.^ 

*' He shall have our own advice,^ said the 
King, '^howto carry on his studies to maist ad- 
vantage ; and it may be we will have him come to 
court, and study with Steenie, and Babie Charles. 
And, now we think onH, away— «way, Greorge— 
for the bairns will be coming hame presently, 
and we would not as yet they kenned of this mat* 
ter we have been treating anent. Propera pe^ 
dem^O Geordie. Clap your mule between your 
houghs^ and god-den with you.^ 

Thus ended the conference betwixt the gentk 
King Jamie and his benevolent jeweller and gold« 
smith* 
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CHAPTER VI- 



Which our CQurt wits will wet their lipe wittialt 
When thejr would lauoe tlielr honied convenatiMi 

That virtue's well nigh left him— all the juice 
That was m sharp and paigaant, fa squataM aul ; 
While the poor riad^ althoiif H a^ sour m eyerv 
Must season soon the draff we give our gnmters, 
for t w» kgl' ft tlM»0i aie wvujr^Y* 

The Chamberlain^^ Comefy 



Ta& good company invited b; the boipiljAb 
dtisEen asaralUed nt hia Imhim in Lomboid^trMik 
At tbe ^^ hollow md hungry hour"* of noon^ to 
partake of that meal which dividei tbe day; fating 
about Uie time when modem panena >9f iUikiii^ 
tumiog theneelves upon tbeir poUow, bcfm la 
think, not without a gveat maiqr doubts and muck 
heaitatiQii) that they will by and by eommcn^ it 
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Thither eame the youi^ Nigel, arrayed plainly, 
but in a dress, nevertheless, more suitable to his 
age and quality than hehad fommrly worn, ac- 
eompanied by his servant M(»iiplies, whose out- 
aide dso was considerably improved. His solemn 
and stem features glared forth from under a blue 
velvet bonnet, fastastically placed sideways on his 
head-^he had a sound and tough coat of English 
blue broad-cloth, which, unlike his former' vest- 
ment, would have stood the tug of all the appren- 
tices in Fleet-street The buckler and broadsword 

» 

he wore as the arms of his condition, and a neat 
mlver badge, bearing his lord^s arms, announced 
that he was an app^idage of aristocracy. He sat 
down in the good citizen^s buttery, not a little 
pleased to find his attendance upon the table in 
the hall was like to be rew^ded with his share of 
ii meal such as he had seldom partaken of. > 
: ' Mr David Rmnsay, that profound and inge- 
nious mechanic, was safely conducted to Lom- 
bard-street, according to premise, well washed^ 
brushed, and cleaned j from the soot of the fur- 
nace and the forge. His daughter came with 
lum, a girl about twenty years old, very pretty^ 
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ivery demure, yet witk'iively black eyes, thiit.eyer 
:aiid anon contradicted the expression of Mhrility, 
to which silence, reserve, a plain vetvet hood» 
and cambric nxff, had condemned Mistress Mar« 
(get^ as the daughter of a. quiet citiz^. 
^ Tbei:^ were also tviro citizens and merc^aitls 
.of London, men ample in cloak, and maay-«]0lk- 
.ed golden diain, well Jto pasfrin the wodd, and 
experienced in their crafit of merchandize, but 
,who require no particular description. . There 
^as an elderly clergyman also, in his gown and 
.cassock, a decent venerable man; partaking in his 
manners of the plainness of the citizens amcsigat 
^wbpmjbe had his cure. r i 

. • * Thjese may be dismissed with brief notice ; but 
not so Sir Mungo Malagrowther, of Girnigo 
.Castle, who claims a little more attention, as 411 
.original charactei^ of the time in n^hich be flou- 
rished. * ' . : 
' That good knight knocked at Master Heri6t> 
door just as the clock began rto strike twelve, 
and was seated in his chair ere jthe It^t stroke 
,had;chimcd. This gave ithe' knight an excell^t 
ioppoirtiwity of making sarcastic obsert^tiwsw 
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«ll niAKiicflaie kt«r kkM UmimI^ not to tMatwn 
M 9tm Mbi lit llm«f{Kn6feaftlKNtt*i9to lad bim 
.» WplriiMiift M to 4ippeHr «iu£«; 

fiignatioiiy 4Mr Muogo bud iiMi eiarly tutiaehaitt^ 
Cmm te tfae tcqvieily cf wlnp|>ia|Bi^tK>y, as the 
HiMie HM tkM mIM, «» Xiii|( J«nes «he Siklli^ 
Wri, %iMi lihlili^ei^) ttainei to dlpotatekattK. 
iHg by Mft <dM[iMed {Mttoeptc»s GeMg^Bcwfaft. 
liitt. T]Mi^AM«liiiBpfiyijg4xjyd0Mi€diti^i^^ 
4biEtQt)fiM tiocttfam to VRidogD^ tbe w^^ 
paniAinefit wAAA the Lord^ Asointed, ^Aese 
^Htt^tpeMM wi»df4M>ftt«eiaK»«d, in%ht eliMict 
to incur, in the course of mvelling thMK^^ his 
fjMuttBltr Imd {NTOSody . Under the itemir^ in. 
^tmA^'Vl Bemrfgt Budman, whodML not appmwt 
«f ^ihe ^^ritefiMs sidde of puiuahniMit, Jsmen 
-bw^ the pi^iMH^le «€ his onrti fiteAs, and Mon^ 
Malagrowther enjoyed a unecure; but Jmaes^i 
^i[flim ^f^fiiigagnj^ Sdkster Pattick Votmg, went 
.4liiM% 4cet%tKmioud^ to wtirfe, and aippa&d the 
^^^setd df the 3^Mlh&il king by the ioggbga 
"iwMdi %e ^beftMned on the whipping49oy, when 
^ilie ^l^sjftd iiiik win iim ^BoitiiUy paf^ And 
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be it Idd to Sir Mungo^s praise , that there M^ene 
poiAtf about him iu the highest respect suited 
to his official situation. He had even in youth 
a naturally inegular and grotesque set of fea* 
turesy which, when distorted by fear, pain, and 
anger, looked like one of the whimsicsal. faces 
which present themselves ia a Gothic oomice* 
His vdfie also was high-{ntdied and querulous, so 
that, when smarting under Master Peter Yonng^s 
unspanng inflictions, the ezpressioii of his gro. 
tesque jAysiognomy, and the super-human yeUa 
which he uttered, were well suited to produce 93k 
the effects on the monarch who deserved thelaah, 
that could possibly be produced by seeing ano- 
ther and an innocent individual suffering for hia 
delict 

Sir Mungo Malagrowther, for such he became^ 
thus got an early footing at court, which another 
would have improved and maintained. But when 
he grew too big io be whipped, he had no other 
means of rendering himself acceptaUe. A Utter, 
caustic, and backbiting humour, a maficious wit, 
2^d an envy of others more prosperous than the 
possessor of such amiable qualkies, have not io- 
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deed always been foond obstades to a courtier's 
rise ; but then tbey must beamalgafiiated with m 
degree of sdfish ouoning and prudence, of wbieh 
Sir Mungo had no share. His satire run riot, 
his envy conld not ooneeal itself, and it was not 
long after Ins majority till he had as many quar- 
rels uponliis hands as would have required a 
cat's nine lives to answer. In one of these ren- 
contres he received, perhaps we should say for- 
tonately, a wound, whidi served him as an excuse 
for answering no invitatioBs of die jkind in future.' 
Sir Rullion Rattray, of Ranagullion, cut off, in 
mortal combat, three of the fingers of his right 
hand, so that Sir Mungo never could bold sword 
again. At a later period, having wrkten sofne 
satirical verses upon the Lady Cockpen, he recei- 
ved so severe a chastisement from some persons 
onployed for the purpose, that he was found half 
dead on the spot where they had thus dealt with 
him; and one of his thighs having been broken, 
and ill set, gave him a bitch in his gait, with which 
be hobbled to his grave. The lameness of his leg 
^ and hand, besides that they added considerably 
to the grotesque appearance of this original, 
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procured lum in future a personal immuiuty from 
. tbe more dangerous consequenees of bis own hu- 
mour ; and he gradually gtew old in the service 
of the oourt,. in safety of. life and limb, though 
^thout either making friends or attaimngpie. 
•ferment Sometioies, indeed, the KingVas amu- 
,sed with his caustic sallies, Imt be bad never' art 
enough to improve the favourable opportuhhy x 
and his. enemies, (who were upon the matter the 
whole court,) always found means to throw him 
out of favour again. The celebrated Ardiie 
Armstrong offered Sir Mimgo, in his geneTOsity, 
£L skirt of his own fooPs coat| proponng thereby 
to communicate to him the privileges and immu- 
nities of a professed jest»— -^^ For,^ said the man 
of motley, *^ Sir Mungo, as he goes on just now, 
g^ts no more for a good jest than just the Eing^s 
pardon, for having made it.^ 

Even in London, the golden shower which fell 
around him, did not moisten the blighted fortunes 
of Sir Mungo Malagrowther. He grew (dd, deaf, 
and peevish — lost even the spirit which had for- 
merly animated his strictures, and was barely en- 
dured by James, who, though himself nearly as 
far stricken in years, retained, to an unusual and 
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«veft loi «lwifd dcf^pee, tbe dflsre to be surroiind^ 
^ bj jousg peofpte. Sb Muago, tlms AUea in- 
lo tte jeUow le«f of yean and fortuns, shewed 
itts emudsted JGona aad faded epriiroidcry at 
xourtaaaeldomaahisdiitypenmtted; and spent 
Jus tine in iodulgiog hit food fir entire, in the 
imUic widks and in the aisles of SainC PanTn, 
^hich were th^i dK ^enenl reaert of newsmon^ 
^an and characters of all d^scriptioBs, nssoci. 
0tamg faioiself chieflj with such of his country- 
snen as he aecoiinted of infierior biidi and rank la 
kwiMMJf. Jn this manner* hatine and oonteBuiiiiflr 
eommeroe and those who pnnraed it, he nevei^ 
Iheless lived a good deal among the Soottirii nrt« 
ists and merchants who had followed the court 
to London* To these he could shew his cyni- 
dem withont much offence, for some submitted 
to his jeers and ill-liumour in deference to his 
Inrth and knighthood, whidi in those days oon- 
lerxed high privileges; and others, of more s^use, 
pilied and endured die aid man, unhaj^ alike 
in his fortunes and his tempo:. 

Amongst the latter was George Heriot, who, 
though hisbafaits and education indtieed him to 
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carry wnstodriitkal fe^ingt to a degree whaoh 
imoifld 9Km be thoogiit extfa^ngftnt, had tod inu<li 
spirit and good sense to permit hkmelf to be in- 
^QHiddl tipoa lo anuiiaiitboiiaBed exeW) cyr used 
.with the slightest improper freedom, by sooh «, 
penfOk as •Sir Mmgo, to wibom he was, neverthe- 
less, not oidy HBSpectftillj mil, bttt esseatially 
land and levfta geaeioos. 

Aocordingij this appeared front the manmer 
in wliich Sir Mimgo Mab^giowther oonduotod 
hinwtlf upoD entering the apaitaient. He psod 
his tespoota to Master Heriot, and a decent, el- 
dierlj, somewhat severe-looking female, in a oaiij 
who, bj the name of Aunt JtidUth, did the ho- 
iioars of his house and tdUe, with little or no 
porlion of the snpereiliotts acidity whidi his sin- 
gular physiagnomy assamed when he made his 
bow aaooemvdy to David Bamsay and the two 
«Qiber dticens. He thrust himself into t|ie cou- 
n^tersaxion of the latter, to obeervv, he had heard 
In maars that the bankrupt concerns of Piadi- 
vide, a great merchant, who, m he ex^^ressed it, 
had gtren the crows a pudding, (and on vrfiom 

9 
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he knew, from the same authoritj, each of the 
honest citizens had some unsettled daun,) vas 
Jike to prove a total loss ** stock and Uock, ship 
and cargo, keel and rigging, all lost, now andfiir 
ever." . 

The two dtizens grimied cm each other, but, 
too prudent to make their private affairs the 
subject of public discusoon, drew thdr heads 
together, and evaded further ocmversation by 
peaking in a whisper. The old Sootch knight 
next attacked the watchmaker with the same un- 
respective familiarity. ^*Bavie,^hesaid,-— ^f D4- 
vie, ye.donnard auld ideot, have ye no gane mad 
yet with applying your mathaooatical sdence, as 
ye call it, to the fiobk of Apocalypse? I expect- 
ed to have heard ye make out the sign of the 
beast as dear as a tout on a bawbee whistle.^ 

^^ Why, Sir Mungo,^ said the mechanist, after 
making an effort to recal to his recdlection what 
had been said to him, and by whom, ^^ it maybe 
that ye are nearer the mark than ye are yonrsell 
aware of— fcM: taking the ten horns o^ the beast, 
ye may easily estimate by your digitals-*-—^ . 



TUV: FORTUNES OF KiaCZ.. 15T- 

<^ My , digits ! you d— d auld rusty good^fbr* 
nothing tim&*piece !^ exclumed Sir Mui^, whilet 
betwixt jest and earnest, he laid on his hilt his' 
bandy or rather his claw, (for Sir Rullion'*s broad*? 
sword had abridged it into that form,)^-^^ D^ye^ 
mean to upbraid me with my mutilatimi ?? ' " 
' Master Heriot interfered. " I cannot per-r 
suade our friend David,^ he sud, '< that scrip-* 
tural prophecies are intended to remain in ob-! 
scurity, until their unexpected accomplishment 
shall make, as in former days, that fulfilled which 
was written. But you must hot exert your knight, 
ly valour da him for all that^ 

" By my saul, and it would be throwing it 
away,'^ said Sir Mungo, laughing. <^ I would as 
soon set out. with hound and horn to hunt a stur- 
died sheep, for he is in a doze again, and up to 
the chin in numerals, quotients, and dividends. 
—Mistress Margaret, my pretty honey ,^ for the 
beauty of the young dtizen made even Sir Mun- 
go Malagrowther'sgrim features relax themselves 
a little, ^^ Is your father always as entertaining 
as he seems just now P"^ 
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Mtocss Margaret atnpeiod, , bridlecl, looked 
to other side, then straight before her, and ha- 
Ting anumed aU the aira of bashful embarrasa- 
mcBt asid timi£ty which weve neoasaarj, aa aba' 
Aought, to cover a oertaiD direwd readiaesa 
which realty beloi^ed to her eharaeler, at leogtb 
xepltedy ^^ that indeed her fiither waa very 
thoughtful, but she had beard that he took the 
habit of mind from her grandiather.^ 

<< Your grand&tfaer r saal Sir Mnngcs after 
dottbtiag if he had heard her aright,-*** said she 
her grandfiaher ! The lasne is destraugkt I 
ken nae wench on this nde of TeoBple Bar that 
ia derired ironi so distant a relation.* 
: ^ She has'got a godfather, however. Sir Mun* 
go,* said Geoige Heriot, again interfer^ ; ** and 
I hope you will allow him interest enough with 
you to request you will not put his pretty god* 
ehild to so deep a blush.* 

** The better--the better,* said Sr Mungo. 
** It is a credit to her, that, bred and bom with- 
in the sound of Bow-bell, she can blush for any 
thing ; and, by my sauI, Master Oeorge,* ha 
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lioiituiaed, chucking the irritaied and r^lactant 
damsel under the chin, *^ she is bonny enougbto 
make am^ds for her lack of anoestrj, at least 
in such a region as Cbeapsidei where, d'je 
ndnd me, the kettle cannot call the ponidge^ 
pot——'' 

The damsel blushed, but not so angrily as boi* 
fore. Master George Heriot hastened to inter- 
rupt the conclusion of Sir Mungo's homely pnv 
verb, by introducing him personally to Lord 
Nigel. Sir Mungo could not at first understand 
what his host said. ^^ Bread of heaven, wfaa say 
ye, man T* 

Upon the name of Nigel Olifaunt, Lord Glen- 
varloch, being again hollowed into his ear, he 
drew up, and, regarding his entertainer with some 
austerity, rebuked him for not making persons 
of quality acqutdnted with each other, that they 
might exchange courtesies before they mingled 
with other fcdks. He then made as handsome 
and courtly a congee to his new acquaintance a^ 
a man maimed in foot and hand could do; and 
observing he had known my lord, his father, bid 
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him weloome to London, and hoped he should 
see him at court. 

Nigel in an instant comprehended, as well 
from Sir Mungo^s manner, as from a strict oom- 
presaon of thdr entertainer'*s Hps, which intima- 
ted the suppresdon of a desire to laugh, that he 
was dealing with an original of no ordinary de- 
scripticm, and accordingly returned his courtesy 
with suitable punctiliousness. Sir Mupgo,.in the 
meanwhile, gazed on him with much earnestness ; 
and, as the contemplation of natural advantages 
was.aS'Odious to him as that of wealth, or other 
adventitious benefits, he had no sooner complete-: 
ly perused the handsome form and good features 
of the young lord, than, like one of the comfort- 
ers of the Man of Uzz, he drew dose up to him 
to enlarge on the former grandeur of the Lords 
of Glenvarloch, and the regret with which he 
had heard that their representative was not likely 
to possess the domains of his ancestry. Anon^ 
he enlarged upon the beauties of the principal 
mansion of Glenvatloch ; the commanding site 
of the old castle ; the noble expanse of the lake, 

• 8 
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stodced with wild-fowl for hawking; the com- 
mandihg screen of forest, termin&tiDg ih a mouhi- 
tiuii-ridge abcnindifig with 'dee^, ailid all the bther 
«dya^!itag«B x^ th&t tmt and tod^t barcHay, till 
Nigel, in spite of every effort to the contrary, #tti 
uhWiilingiy obliged to si^. 

Sir Mtingo^ skilful in di^eerbin]^ WHeki tiie Wi- 
thers of those he conversed with were wrUiig, ob- 
served that bis iieif adrjtHdntlince wikteed, ted 
w^uld wiUiitgly have j^r^SiM ihe disc^^Mbn ; bdt 
the cook'^B impatient kii'ock tipon the dUesse^ With 
the haft of his diidgeon-knife, ho# gaVi^ a agiial 
toud enough to be heard from tbe top of theht^us^ 
to the bottom, summoning, at the sakne tkne, the 
serving-men to place the din^j^iet upon the table, 
and the guests to pArtitk^ of it Sir Mimgo^ Who 
was an admirer of good che^ir, (a ta^te which, by 
the way, might have some w^dght in reiconcUil^ 
his dignity to these city visits,) was tdll^d off by 
the sound, and left Nigel and the other guests 
in peace, imtil his anxiety to place himself in his 
due place of pre-eminence at the genial board was 
duly gratified. Here, seated on the left hand of 
Aunt Judith, he beheld Nigel occupy the station 
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of yet higher honour on the right, dividing that 
matiXMi from pretty Mistress Margaret ; but he 
saw this with the more patience^ that there stood 
jbetwixt him and the young lord a superb hurded 
capon. 

The dinner proceeded according to the form of 
the times : All was excellent of the kind^ and be- 
jides the Scottish cheer promised, the board dis- 
l^yed beef and pudding, the statutory dainties 
of Old England. A small cupboard (Opiate, very 
choicely and beautifully wrought, did not escape 
the compliments of some of the company, and an 
oblique sneer £rom Sir Mungo, as intimating the 
owner^s excellence in his own mechanical craft 

'' I am not ashamed of the workmanship, Sir 
Mungo,^ said the honest citizeUr ^^ They say a 
good cook knows how to lick his own fingers, and 
methinks it were unseemly that I, who have fur« 
nished half the cupboards in broad Britain, should 
have my own covered with paltry pewter," 

The blessing of the clergyman now set the 
guests at liberty to attack what was placed before 
them ; and the meal went forward with great de- 
corum, until Aunt Judith, in further recom- 
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xnendation of the capon, aasured her oon^nay that 
it was pf a celebrated fascied of poultry, which she 
had hieraelf brought from Scotland. 

^< Then, like some of his couQtr3rineii> madam,^ 
sud the pitiless Sir Mungo, not without a glance 
towards his landlord, ^^ it has been well larded 
in England."" 

<< There are some others of hb isountrymen,^ 
answered Master Heriot, ^^ to whom all the laid 
in England has not been able to render that good 
office.'' 

Sir Mungo sneered and reddened, the rest of 
the company laughed ; and the satirist, who had 
his reasons for not coming to extremity with 
Master George, was silent for the rest of the 
dinner. The dishes were exchaiiged for confec- 
tions, and wine of the highest quality and flavour ;; 
and Nigel saw the entertainments of the wealthi- 
est burgomasters which he had witnessed id>road^ 
fairly outshone by the hospitality of a London 
dtizen. Yet there was nothing ostentatious, or 
which seemed inconsistent with the degree of an 
opulent burgher. 

While the collation proceeded, Nigel, accord- 
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ing to die good breeding of tbe tune, addressed 
Ub (&c»une principally to Mrs Judkb, whom 
he found to be a wottaoi of a strong Scottish un- 
derabndiiig) mdte inc^iyed towards the Puritans 
than iims her brdtier tS^eorge, Xt» in that ida- 
tten Abe stcMd to him^ though he always ddkd 
her aunt,) attached to him in the liibrongest de- 
gree, atid ttedttkludy Mts^tive to all his t^ottiforts. 
As the oMt«rsalio* of tUs good dame wte nei- 
ther Gvtiy nor fa»ciiltotiiig, the young lord mtu- 
rally addressed himself next to the old horologi^rlB 
Tery pnfetty daijqgfater, who sate upan his left 
hand. Fhvm her, however, there was no ex- 
tracting any teply beyond the measure of a mo- 
nosyllable ; atod when the young gidlant had said 
tbe best and most complaisant things which his 
icouitesy supplied^ die smile that mantled upon 
-her pretty mouth was so slight and evmiesoent^ 
as-ficwrc^ to be disceniible. Nigei was beginning 
flo tire of bis company^ for tbe old dtizens wete 
fi^aicing witAi his host of commetrcial matters in 
language to him totally unintelligible, when Sir 
Mungo Mal£igrowther suddenly summoiied their 
attention. 
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TImI aoiiahle personage had for loaie tiim 
withdcawn from the oonapADy i^to the rajeep vf 
fk projecting window^ so Ibnned and pkoed a» ta 
oommimd a view of the door of the hpqse, audi 
of the street. This situation waa pimbfthly pre*, 
feired l^ Sir Muogb on account of the number 
oJT ob^eista which the streets of a metropoUp u«a«. 
ally offer, ol a kind congeiual to the thpuglji^ts. of 
a splen^ic man. What he had hitherto seen pass- 
ing there» was probably of little coiisequence^ but 
now » tiampling (d horse was heard without, and 
the knight suddenly exclaimed, — ^ * By my faiths 
Master Geonge, yw had better go look to ^hop; 
for hereoomes Knighton, the Suke of Bucking- 
ham's grooiUf a^ two fellows after him, as if he 
were my Lord Duke himse}f«^ 

^ My caahrkeeper is below,^ said Heriot, 
without disturtdng himaelf, ^< and he will let me 
know if Us Grace's commands require my im- 
med^te attention.* 

' ^f Unnph l-9^Gash>keep» (^ muttered Sur Mun- 
go to himself ; << he wo^ki have had an easy of- 
fice when I.first kopn'd ye. But,"" said he, speak- 
ing aloqdy ^^ Will you not come \o the window. 
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at least ? for Knighton has trundled a pece of 
fflher plate into your bouse — ^ha ! ha ! ba !— trun- 
dled it upon its edge as a caUan** would drive a 
hoop. I cannot help laughing — ha ! ha ! ha !-— 
at the fellow^s impudence.^ 

'< I believe you could not help laughing,^ 
said Geoige Heriot, rising up and leaving the 
room, « if your best friend ky dying.'' 

*^ Bitter that, my lord— ha !'' said Sir Mungo, 
addressing Nigel« ^^ Our friend is not a gold- 
smith for nothing-^e hath no leadoi wiW-but 
I win go down and see what comes on'f 

Heriot, as he descended the stairs, met his 
cash-keeper coming up, with some concern in his 
face. ^^ Why, how now, Roberts,'* said the gold* 
smith, " what means all this, man?" 

^' It is Knighton, Master Heriot, firom the 
court ; Knightcm, the Duke's man. He brought 
back the salver you carried to Whitehall, flung 
it into the entrance as if it had been an old pew* 
ter platter, and bade me tell you the King would 
have none of your trumpery." 

" Ay !•-— indeed," said George HeriotF— " none 
of my trumpery !— -Come hither into the cc»npt* 
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ing-room, Roberts — SirMimgo,'*^ he added, bow. 
ing to the knight, who had joined, and was pre- 
paring to fdlow them, '* I pray your forgive- 
ness for an instant^ 

In virtue of this prohibition, Sir Mungo, who, 
as well as the rest of the company, had overheard 
what passed betwixt George Heriot and his cash- 
keeper, saw himself condemned to wiutin theouter 
buinnes&-room, where he would have endeavour* 
ed to slake his eager curiosity by questioning. 
Knighton ; but that emissary of greatness, after 
having added to the uncivil message of his mas- 
ter some rudeness of his own, had again scam- 
pered westward, with his satellites at his heels. 

In the meanwhile, the name of the Duke of 
Buckingham, the omnipotent favourite both of 
the King and the Prince of Wales, had struck 
some anxiety into the party which remained in 
the great parlour. He was more feared thaii be- 
loved, and, if not absolutely of a tyrannical dis- 
position, was accounted haughty, violent, and vin- 
dictive. It pressed on NigeFs heart, that he him- 
self, though he could not conceive how, nor why, 
might be the original cause of the resentment of 

10 
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the Duke i^ost fak benefactof . The olbers 
m^ their eomn^Bta m whispers, unitil the 8CMiiid» 
Te9sbeA Romsay, who hs^i lK»t beard a word q£ 
what had previously passed, but, pliii^ed 'w tl^ose 
st\i4i^ witjji whjich h0 connected every pj^her in- 
dfieBfi fund 6 Y^pt]^ tpoH up pil)y the ofitchfWpid, and 
rep^ed,— *^* TJ*^ Du|;^rrrtti^ EhAe of Bi^Hing- 
)|9nVrr-.6eorg^ yiUieKfr-^y— .J( Ipnye «ppke with 
LflP^t^IlP %tx>u> hitn.T* 

^ Q^r ](49id ai\d ai$P Lady { Now how can you 
tn^ so, ffi^ier?^ a^id his daughter,; who hfi4 
shrewdness ^appgh to s^ that her father was 
tpMohing upon dapgeroAis ground- 

" Wbyj 9;y9 child,'' answered QAmsay ; ** the 
stars dp hut incline, 'they cmnot compel. But 
well you wot, it is conunpply said o| his Qraoe, 
by those who have the skill to cast nativities, 
that there wa3 a notable conjunctipn of Mars and 
Si^turnr— the af^rent or true Ume of which, re- 
ducing the circulations: of £icb^tadivis made for 
the latit\i(^ of Ovanienburgh to that of London, 
gives seven hours, fifty-five minutes, and forty-^ 
one secQi^di 
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5< Hold your peace, old gopthstiy^r,'* s«id He* 
riot, who at that instant emtered the room with a 
calm and ateady oouatenaqce ; <* your <»^ovrIa^ 
tiona are trule and undeniable when they regard 
brasA and wite, and vne^anieal lorqe ; \wki future 
eyeots are at the pfcaaure of Him who fay^ars the 
hearti^ of kiags in hk band^,"' 

*^ Ay, but, George,^ answered the watchnsiaker, 
^^ there was a opnourrence of signs at thia gen^e- 
man's birth, whioh shewed his course would h^ a. 
strange oq^ ' L^offig has jit been $md ^ hv^s be was 
born at the v-ery meeting of night and day, and 
undercrossing andccmte^dtng influences that may 

affect both us and him. 



Full V909A mi big^ 9«s> 
jGrreat man ah^t thou be ; 
Ked dawning^ stormy sky. 
Bloody death shalt thou die. 



w 



. <^ It^ not gof}d to speak of such things,'*'' sf^d 

Hcriot, " espeeiallyof the great; stone walb have 

ears, and a bird of the m shaU carry the inatter.'!' 

Several of the guests se<?med to be of their 

hosf s opinion. The two merchants took Inrief 



• 

170 THE FORTUNES OF NiaSL. 



leave, as if under oonsctouMiess that something 
was wrong. Mistress Margaret, her body-guard 
of ^prentices being in readiness, plucked her ik* 
ther by the sleeve, and rescuing him from a 
brown study, (whether referring to the wheels of 
Time, at to that of Fortune, is uncertain,) wish- 
ed good-night to har firiend Mrs Judith, and 
reodved her god-father*s blessing, who, at the 
same time, put upon her sloider finger a ring of 
much taste and some value ; for he seldom suf- 
fered her to leave him without some token of his 
affection. Thus honourably dismissed, and ac- 
/x>mpanied by her escort, she set forth on her re- 
turn to Fleet Street 

Sir Mungo had bid adieu to Master Heriot as 
he came out from the back compting-room, but 
such was the interest which he took in the affairs 
of his friend, that, when Master George went up 
stairs, he could not help walking into that sanctum 
sanctorum, to see how Master Roberts was em- 
ployed. The knight found the cash-keeper busy 
in making retracts from those huge brass-clasped* 
leathern-bound manuscript folios, which are the 
pride and trust of dealers, and the dread of cus-> 
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tomers whose year of grace is out. The good 
knight leant his elbows on the desk, and said to 
the functionary, in a condoling tone of voice,-— 
*' What ! you have lost a good customer, I fear. 
Master Roberts, and are busied in making out 
his bill of charges ?^ 

Now it chanced that Roberts, like Sir Mungo 
himself, was a little deaf, and, like Sir Mungo, 
knew also how to make the most of it ; so that he 
answered at cross purposes, — ^^ I humbly crave 
your pardon. Sir Mungo, for not having sent in 
your bill of charge sooner, butmj master bade me 
not disturb you. I will bring the items together 
in a moment^ So saying, he began to turn 
over the leaves of his book of fate, murmuring, 
<< Repairing ane silver seal — ^new clasp to his 
chain of office— ane over-gilt brooch to his hat, 
being a Saint Andrew^s cross, with thistles—^ 
copper gilt pair of spurs,— -this to Daniel Driver, 
we not dealing in the article.^ 

He would have proceeded ; but Sir Mungo, not 
prepared to endure the recital of the catalogue 
of his own petty debts, and still less willing to 
satisfy them on the spot, wished the book*keeper. 



caY«Iierly , goodniight, aiid leA th^ hxmm wiiboiii 
f iirt^ CQremmy. The derk looked «fter bm 
with 4 <ivUdty 9iie^, wd ui|iipp^e$i|tel; r^iip^d 
the more awQUfr luboui^ whjixik Sir Mtu^V in^ 
trmpo^ bud intemipted. 
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CHAPTER VW. 

Things needful we have thought on ; but the thing 
Of all most needful — ^tbat which Scriptuie tenns, 
As if aldh^ it th^Ht^ V^gki^, 
The 0H£ thing rieedftil-Uhftt*^ yet umfonsiderVL 

, The Chamberlain. 

W]fit^^ IJhd^]^ af ithe coM^y hisd taken their 
t!id^ft)^)^ from M^M^r Heruit's bous^ the ydung 
Lord *c^ iGtl^tarldtth aho offered to take teave ; 
b^t his bb^ delved Mm iiSc a few minutes^ iitt- 
tU tSL w^t^ gone tecepting the Aetgpttm. 

« My Ibt*,'' then etotd the irofrdiy d^ti^s^ ** we 
have had <3^r pcfttnitced hont 6f hoiiest and hon- 
pitabie pastitae, and now I woiuld fain delay you 
for another and graVer pur^se, as it is out icu9^ 
toia, #hen we hare *e benefit (^good M^ Wittd- 
sor^s ^^mpaiiy, thftt he reads the prayers ^ the 
churcJi for the evening before We separate. Your 
excellent father^ my lord, would not have departs 
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ed before family worship— I hope the same from 
your lordship.^ 

<< With pleasure, air,^ answered Nigel ; '^ and 
you add in the invitation an additional obligation 
to those with which you have loaded me. When 
young men foi^t what is their duty, they owe 
deep thanks to the friend who will remind them 
ofit'' 

Wliile they talked together in this manner, the 
serving-men had removed the folding-tables, 
brought forward a portable reading-desk, and 
placed chairs iBuid hassocks for thar master, ihdir 
mistress, and the noble stranger. Another low 
chmr, or rather a sort of stool, was placed dose 
beside that of Master Heriot ; and thou^ the cir- 
cumstance was trivial, Nigel was induced to no- 
tice it, because, when about to occupy that seat, 
he was prevented by a rign from the old gentle^ 
man, and motioned to another of somewhat more 
elevation. The clergyman took his station behind 
the reading-desk. The domestics, a numerous 
family both of clerks and servants, including Mo- 
niplies, attended with great gravity, and were ac- 
commodated with benches. 
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The household were all seated, and, externally 
at least, composed to devout attention, when a low 
knock was heard at the door of the apartment ; 
Mrs Judith looked anxiously at her brother, as if 
desiring to knowhis pleasure. He nodded his head 
gravely, and looked to the docHT. Mrs Judith im- 
mediately crossed the chamber, opened the door, 
and led into the apartment a beautiful creature, 
whose sudden and angular appearance might have 
made her almost pass for an apparition. She was 
deadly pale— there was not the least shade of vital 
red to enliven features, which were exquisitely 
formed, and might, but for that circumstance, 
have been termed transcendently beautifuL Her 
long black hair fell down over her shoulders and 
down her hack, combed smoothly and regularly, 
but without the least appearance of decoration or 
ornament, which looked very singular at a period 
when head'gear, as it was called, of one sort or 
other, was generally used by all ranks. Her dress 
was of pure white, of the simplest fashion, and hi- 
ding all her person excepting the throat, face, and 
hands. Her form was rather beneath than above 
the middle sisse, but so justly proportioned and 
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cfegahtly made, that the s^eetbtor'b attention was 
entirely witMrawn fitMn her site^. In ickHKradie- 
tkm of the e3ct]^eme jdaihness of Idl tte re^tci h&c 
lOtSre^ Bbe woir^ a nei^kkoee whkh a tluchess m^t 
have envied, ao lalrge iGind liistk^as wer^ the bril- 
littAs ^ whieh it was ecimpos^d; and aMund 
her waist a zone of rttMes <^ scarce inferior ^a. 
kie. 

When this singnlar figiire entered the apart- 
ment, she cast her eyes on Nigel, ^^ paosed, as 
if tmceit^ whedier to advance (»' retreat. The 
glance which she took of hiih seemed f6 be obe m- 
ther €f itticertainty and hesitation^ than of bash- 
fulness or timidify. Aunt Judidi took her by the 
band, and led her i^wly forwakd-^-her dark eyes, 
however, co^nued ti6 be fixed on Nigel ^ wkh an 
expression of melandioly by which he fielt strange- 
ly alfected. Even when she was seated on the 
vacant stool, whidi was placed tb^^ probably f6r 
her accommodadon, she again looked dn hiin more 
than once with the same pensive, lingaring, and 
anxious expression, but without either shyhess or 
embarrassment, not even so much as to call the 
slightest degree of com|)lexiott into her dheek. 
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So soon as this singular female had taken up 
the prayer-book, which was laid upon her cushion^ 
she seemed immersed in devotional duty ; and al* 
thoughNigel^s attention to the service was somuch 
disturbed by this extraordmary apparition, that 
he looked towards her repeatedly in the course of 
the service, be could never observe that her eyes 
or her thoughts strayed so much as a single mo- 
ment from the task in which she was engaged* 
Nigel himself was less attentire, for the appear ; 
ance of this lady seemed so extraordinary, that, 
strictly as he had been bred up by his father to 
pay the most reverential attention during per- 
formance of divine service, his thoughts in q>ite 
of himself were disturbed by her presence, and he 
earnestly wished the prayers were ended, that his 
curiosity might obtain some gratification. When 
the service was concluded, and each had remained, 
according to the decent and edifying practice of 
the church, concentrated in mental devotion for 
a short space, the mysterious viaitant arose ere 
any other person stirred; and Nigel remarked 
that none of the domestics left their places, or 
even moved, until she had first kneeled on one 
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knee to Haioi, Who fte^nled to bless her with his 
hand kid oil her head, and a tnelancholy solemh* 
nity of look aad aotioa. She then famded her 
bbdy, but without knteting, to Mrs Judith, and 
having performed thecie two aets of rcfvei^en^ she 
teft the rocHEn ^ yet juBt in thfe act of her depart 
tiirei the onte more turned h^r peoAtratiBg eyea 
on Nigd with a fixed look^ whidi oihnpeUed him 
to turn hia own asidls^ When he looked towards 
her agmn^ he bAw only the skin of her white man<> 
tk iks she left the apartment* 

Thfe doni^stiiis ih^n r^se and dispersed them- 
selTe»^wiite, aild fruity and s^eesi w«e c^ered 
to Lord Nigel ahd to the elergyman, and the lat* 
ter took his leave. The young lord would fidn 
haVe aeconpanied him, in hope to get some ex- 
platiAtion of th^ api^arition which he had beheld, 
but he wah stofiped by his host, who requested 
to vpBtk with hito in his compting'-ioom. 

^* I hope^ my lord^^ said the citizen, ^< that 
your prifiaratiokis .{or attending court are in such 
IbrWaidnesto that you can go thither the day after 
to-monn6w. It is perhi^ the last day, for some 
time^ that his Miyesty will h^d open court for 
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jtU wlio have fdnetenaons by birth, nmkt car office^ 
to attend upon him. On the subsequent day 1m 
goea to Theobald^ when he is ao mudi occu- 
pied intfa huntizig and other pleasures^ that he 
cares not to be intruded on/^ 

<^ I diall be in all ouitward readtileas to pay 
my duty y^ said dbe young BbUeman, ** yet I have 
Utde heart ta do iu TIm^ fnesds fiom iAkobcl I 
oi^t to hare found eocoumgenient aad protect 
tioD, have prored cold and fhis^-^I eertabily wiU 
not trouble them for their couatei^aiioe mi this 
oeca»on*-aQd yet I muat confess mj ebildiih 
unwUlingness to eater quite atom upon ao new a 
sc^ie*'' 

^* It bbold ef a meehaoic like me to make Aioh 
an (tfer toa noUemaiiy'^said Hmol ; <* but I mask 
attend at court Uvmormw."--! ean accompMiy 
you as far as the presence-cbamb^, bom my prU 
vilege aa bdng of the household. I can iaoilitate 
your entrance^ should you find difficulty , and I 
can point out the pnqper mamerand timeof ap« 
preaching thci Bang. But I do not know^^ he 
added, smiling, ^^ whether these litUe advaatages 
will not be overbalanced by the incongruity o! a 
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noUeman reoaviog iheai from tbe hand of an old 
flmiAJ^ 

^ From tthe bands lather of the only friend I 
have found in London^"* said ^Hgel, oflEeiing his 
hand. 

^ Nay, if you think of the matter in that way,^ 
icpKed the honest cttken, <^ there is no more to 
be said— I will come for you to^nonov, with a 
barge proper to the oocasion^-^But i^nembery 
my good young lord, that I do not, like some 
men of my degree, wish to take of^rtunity to 
step beyond it, and assodate with my superiors 
in rank, and therefore do not fear to mortify my 
presumption, by suffering me to keep my distance 
in the presence, and where it is fitting for both of 
us to separate ; and for what remains, most truly 
happy will I be in proving of service to the son 
of my andent patron."" 

' The style' of conversation led so far from the 
pcHnt which had interested the young nobleman^s 
Quriosity, that there was no returning to it that 
night. He therefore exchanged thanks and greet- 
ing with George Heriot, and took his leave, pro- 
mising to Jbe equipped and in readiness to em- 
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bark mih him od the second successive morning 
at ten o^clock. 

The generation of link-boys, celebrated by 
Count Anthony Hamilton, as peculiar to London, 
had already, in the reign of James I. begun their 
functions, and the service of one of them, nvith his 
smoky torch, had been secured to light the young 
Scottish lord and his follower to their own lod- 
gings, which, though better acquainted than for- , 
merly with the city, they nught in the dark have 
ruiv some danger of missdng. This gave tibe in- 
genious Mr Moniplies an opportunity of gather- 
ing dose up to his master, after he had gone 
through the form of slippmg his left arm into the 
handles of his buckler, and loosening his. broad- 
sword in the sheath that he might b& veady for 
whatever should be£all« 

^^ If it were not for the wine and the good 
cheer which we have had in yonder old man^s 
house, my lord,^ said this sapient follower, ^* aiid 
that I ken him by report to be a just living man 
in many rei^)ects, and a real Edinburgh gutter- 
blood, I should have been well pleased to have 
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leen knnf Ms feat weie shaped, and fvhether iie 
had not a doven cloot under the bmw roses aad 
cordovan shoon tsf his.^ 

^* Wliy, you rascal,^ answered Nigel, ^ you 
have beea too kindly treated, aad now that yam 
have ifiUed your cavcBous stomach, you aiie fail- 
ing«a the ijood gendeman that a^eved ycm.^ 

<< Uader favour, no, tny loid,^ said Moni- 
^es,--^^* I would only like to see somethinigfiiair 
about him. I hhve eat hns meat, it is tni»— mane 
shane diat die like nf 3iim dioidd ha^e meat to 
give, when yoor lordship and me oonld acavoe 
have f^ten, on our own account, farose and a 
bear bannock— 4 have drank has wine too.*** 

^^ I see you faav«,^ r^ied hismaster, ^< a^peat 
deal more than you aiioald have done.^ 

^* Under your patience, my kvd,^ said 2if oni* 
pHes, ^* you ave pleased to aay that, 4»ecause I 
crudied a quart with that jolly boy Jenkin, as 
they call the ^reDtice boy, and diat was 'ont of 
mere acknowledgment to his former kindaesfr*** 
I own that I, moreover, sung the good oM song 
0f Elsie Marley, so as they never heard it chauiit- 
cd in their lives ^ j 
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Add wathal (as John Bunyan «ay6,) aa they 
vent on tfadir w^y^ he 8Uog«<«- 

. ^^ O^ do ye ken Elsie Marii^, hone^*<« 
Thi? wife that seUs c^e )i^fe]r> hpney? 
For Elsie Marley's grown sae fiije, 
Shewinna get up to feed tiie swine.-* 
Q» do yp ken ' " » > ." ' • 

Hare- in mid, career was the eongster iB(]^n<upted 
by the stern gripe of his masteri who threatened 
to bajttott him to death if he brought the dty« 
wateh upon them by his ill-^imed melody. 

^^ I orave paidon, my lord*— I humbly ^»ve 
pardooF-rHMily mhssa I think c^Chat Jen Win, as 
they call him, I can bafrdly help humming—^ O 
do ye ken^^^But I crave your honour's pardon, 
and will be totally duu^, if you command me 
so.*' 

^ No, sifrtfh T said Nigel, ^ talk on, for I well 
know you would say and s^er more under pre- 
t/enc^ of holding your peaee, than when you get 
an unbridled licence* Hofir is it, then ? What 
have you to say against Master Heriot F^ 

It seems more than probable, that in permit- 
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ting this licence^ the young lord hoped his attend- 
ant would stumble upon the subject of the young 
lady who had appeared at prayers in a manner 
so mysterious. But whether this was the case, 
or whether he merely desired that Moniplies 
should utter, in a subdued and under tone of 
yoice^ those spirits which mig^t otherwise have 
rented themselves in obstreperous song, it is cer- 
tain he permitted his attendant to proceed with 
his story in his own way. 

<' And therefore,^ said the orator, availing him- 
self of his immunity, ^* I would like to ken what 
for a carle this Master Heriot is. He hath sup- 
plied your lordship with wealth of gold, as I .can 
understand ; and if he has, I make it for certain 
he hath had his ain end in it, according to the fa- 
shion of the world. Now had your lordship your 
own good lands at your guiding, doubtless this 
person, with most of his craft— goldsmiths they 
call themselves— I say usurers— wald be glad to 
exchange so many pounds of African dust, by 
whilk I understand gold, against so many fair 
acres and hundreds of acres of broad Scottish 
land.'' 
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^^ But you know I have' no land^^ said the 
young lord, *^ at least none that can be affected 
by any debt wliich I can at present become obli- 
ged fbr-*-I think you need not have reminded me 
of that.'' 

^^ True, my lord, most true ; and as your lord- 
ship says, open to the meanest capacity, without 
any unnecessary expositions. Now therefore, my 
lord, imless Master George Heriot has something 
mair to allege as a motive for his liberality, vera 
different from the possession of your estate and 
moreover, as he could gain little by the capture 
of your body, wherefore should it not be your 
soul that he is in pursuit of ?^ 

^' My soul, you rascal !^ said the young lord ; 
^^ What good should my soul do him ?"* 

^^ What do I ken about that ?^ said Moniplies ; 
<^ they go about roarii^ and seekii^ whom they 
may devour— doubtless, they like the food thiit 
they rage so much about — and, my lord, they 
say,^ added Moniplies, drawing up still closer to 
his master^s side, <^ they say that Master Heriot 
has one spirit in his house already.^ 

** How, or what do you mean ?^ said Nigel ; 
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<* I will break jour head, jou drunken knave, if 
you palter with me any longer.** 

^ Drunken P^ answered his busty adherent, 
<< and is this the story ?— why, how could I but 
drink your lordship^s health on my bare knees, 
when Matter Jenkin began it to nie?-*4iaog them 
that would not— I would have cut the impudent 
knave^s hams widi my broad*sword, that should 
mdce flcruple of it, and so have made him kneel 
when he Aould have found it diflicult to rise 
i^ain. But touirhing the spbrit,^ he proceeded, 
finding that his master made no answer to Ua 
1f«lo9rdtMSi tirade, ^* your lordship has seen her 
with your own eyes." 

^ I 9aw Qo spkrit,^^ said Glenv^Ioch, but yet 
breathing thick as one who expects soaaa singular 
disclosure, ^ what mean you by a^nrit r* 

^ You isaw « young l^y come into psayers, 
Uiat «peke not « word to any one, only nuuio 
becks asA tniws io 4he old gentleman and lady of 
Hhe house— 4c^n j4s wha she isf^ 

** Mb indeed," answered Nigel ; ^ some relation 
of the family, I suj^aose." 

^ De^ « bit—- d^ a Ut," answered MonipUes, 

12 
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hastily, ^^ not a blood-dnop^s kin to then, if she 
bad a drop of blood in her iiody — I tell you but 
Ifhoit aU human beings dlege to be truth, that 
dwdl withiii hue and cry of Loaiibard.&(treet»^ 
that lady, or quean, or whatever you diQse to call 
her, has been dead in tlie body these dany a year, 
tliottgh she haunts them, as we haTe seen, even 
at their very devotions.'' 

** You will dlow her to be a good spirit at 
least,^ sud Nigel Olifaunt, ^ since she ehuses 
such a tkne to visit her friends.^ 

" For that I fcen nae, my lord," answered the 
superstitious follower ; ** I ken no s^rit that 
would have feoed the right down hatntner blow 
of Mess John Knox, whom my father stood by 
in his very wavst 4ays, bating when the •court 
was against him, wiiix^ my lather supplied with 
botoher-meat. But yon divine luis andther airt 
fimn powerfvil Master Bollock, asud Mess David 
Maucky of H^aeth Leith, and sic Kke.— AJbek-^ 
day ! wha can ken, i£ it please your loiidship, 
whether sic prayers as the Soulhron read out of 
thm«uld blethering blaek ness-book there^ may 
not be as powerful to invite fiends, as a right 
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redJiet prayer warm frae the heart, may be 
powerful to drive theia away^, even as the Evil 
Spirit was drir^i by the smelL of the fishes liver 
from the bridal-chamber o£ Sarat the daughter 
of Bagud ? As to whilk story^ nevwtheless, I 
make scruple to say whether it be truth or not, 
better men than I am having doubted on that 
matter.^ 

*^ Wei},, well, well,^ said his master^ impa- 
tiently, ^' we are now near home, and I have per- 
mitted you to speak of this matter for once, diat 
we may have an end of your prying folly, and 
your ideotical superstitions, for ever. For whom 
da you> or your absurd authors or informers, 
take this lady ?^ 

^ I can say naething preeeesely as to that,^ 
answered Moniplies; ^^ certain it is her body 
died and was laid in the grave many aday since, 
notwithstanding she still wanders on earth, and 
chiefly amongst Master Heriot^'s fiEunily, though 
she hath been seen in other places by them that 
well knew her. But who she is, I will not warrant 
to say, or how she becomes attached, like a 
Highland Brownie, to same peculiar family. 
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Tbej say she has a row of apartments of her 
own^ anti-room, parlour, and bed-room; but 
de^il a bed she sleeps in but her own coffin, and 
the walls, doors, and windows are so chinked 
up, as. to prevent the least blink of daylight from 
entering ; and then she dwells by iorch-light— ^ 

^< To what purpose, if she he a spirit ?^ said 
Nigel Olifaunt 

*' How can I tell yoiir lordship P^ answered 
his attendant ^^ I thank Grod, I know nothing 
of her likings, or mislikingsh— only her coffin is 
there ; and I leave your lordship to guefss what 
a live person has to do vdth a coffin. As little 
as a ghost with a lantern, I trow.^ 

** What reason,^ repeated Nigel, ^^ can a crea- 
ture so young and so beautiful, have already ha- 
bitually to contemplate her bed of last long rest ?^^ 

*< In troth, I kenna, my lord,^ answered Mo- 
niplies ; ^^ but there is the coffin, as they told me 
who have seen it : It is made of heben-wood, 
with ffllver nails^ and lined all through with 
three-piled damask, might serve a princess to rest 
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^< Singular," said Nigel, whose brain, like that 

1 
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of mo6t active young spirits, was easily caught 
by the nngular and the romantic; *^ doe& she 
nol eat with the family P"" 

^ Who !--«he i^'-^-^xelaimed Moniplies, as if 
surprised at the question ; *^ they would need a 
lang epoon would sup with her, I trow. Ahvajs 
there is something put for her into the Tower, as 
they call it, whilk is a whigmaleery of a whirling* 
box, that turns round half an the tae side 0^ the 
waV half (Ml the t\>ther.^ 

'^ I have seen the oontrivance in fordgn nun* 
iierie%^ said the Lord of Glonrarloch. '< And 
is It thus she reodves her food ?^ 

<* They tell me something is put in ilka day, 
for fashion^s sake,^ replied the attendant; ** but 
it'^s no to be supposed she would consume it, ony 
mair than the images of Baal and the Dragon 
consumed the dainty yivers that were placed be- 
fore them. There are stout yeomen and cham^ 
ber-queans in the house^ enow to play the part 
of Lick it up a\ as well as the threescore and 
ten priests of Bel, bendes th^ wives and child- 



ren.'*' 



" And she is never seen in the feunily but 
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when the hour of prayer arrives ?^ said the mas* 
ter. 

** Never, that I hear of,^' replied the servant. 

<< It is singular,^ said Nigel Olifaunt, musing. 
<< Were it not for the ornaments which she 

s 

wears, and stiU more for her attendance upon the 
service of the Protestant Church, I would know 
what to think, and should believe her either a 
Catholic votaress, who, for some cogent reason, 
was allowed to make her cell here in London, or 
some unhappy Popish devotee who was in the 
course of undergoing a dreadful penance. As it 
is, I know not what to deem of it.^ 

His reverie was interrupt^ by the link-boy 
knocking at the door of honest John Christie, 
whose wife came forth with ^^ quips, and becks, 
and Wreathed smiles^^ to welcome her honoured 
guest on his retul*n to his apartment. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

Ay I maA the matrm w di .md laqgfa not, HaiTf , 
At Imt old itMpk hat and vdvet gaud- 
rye cill'd her like the ear of lAmpiaa ; 
I mean that ear-focitfd vanh built o'« tab dangMB, 
To catch the gmans and diMontented mnmniii 
Of his poor bondsmen. — Byen so dodi Martha 
Drink np Ibr her own purpose all that pMK% 
Or IS supposed to pass in this wide dty— 
She can retail it too, if that her profit 
Shall edl on her to do so; and retail It too 
For your advantage, so that you can make 
Your prafit jump widi hcnu 

7%e Conspiraeif. 

We must now introduce to the reader^s ac- 
quaintance another, character, busy and import 
tant far beyond her ostensible situation in so- 
ciety, in a word, Dame Ursula Suddlechop, wife 
of Benjamin Suddlechop, the most renown« 
ed barber in all Fleet-street This dame had 
her own particular merits, the principal part of 
which was (if her own report could be trusted,) 
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an inimte^leftice to be of Bervioe to her Sdicm^ 
creatuires. Leaving to her thin j^^alf-starv^ed part^ 
Her the boast of having the most dexterous snap 
with bis fingers of any shaver in London, and 
the care of a shop where starved apprenticeS'flay*' 
ed the faces of those who were booiMes enough 
to trust them, the dame drove a separate and 
more lucrative trade, which yet had so many odd 
turns and windings, that it seemed in many re^ 
spects to contradict itself 

Its highest and most important duties were of 
a very secret and confidential natute, and Dame 
Ursula Suddlecfaop was never Icnown to betray 
any transaction intrusted to her, unless she had 
either been indifivrently paid for her service, or 
that some one found it convenient to give her a 
double douceur to make her disgcnrge die secret ; 
and these contingendes happened in so few cases, 
that her character for trustiness remained as un« 
impeached as that for honesty and benevolence. 

In fact, she was a moat admirable matron, and 
could be useful to the impassioned and the frail 
in the rise, progress, and consequences of their 

VOL. I. M 
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pftsaoD. She oould contrive an intervieir for lo* 
vers who could shew proper reasons for meedng 
privately; she could relieve the frail fair one of the 
burthen of a guilty passion^ and perhaps establish 
the hopeful offspring of unlicensed love as the 
hdir of some fsEmily whose love was lawful^ but 
where an hdr had not followed the union. Idare 
than tUa she cotild do, and had been concerned 
in deeper and dearer secrets : She had been a pn* 
pil of Mrs Turner, and leamedfirom her the secret 
of making the yellow stardi, and, it may be, two 
or three other secrets of more ccmsequenoe, thoii^h 
perhaps none that went to the criminal extent c^ 
those whereof her mistress was accused* But all 
that was deep and dark in her real character, was 
covered by .the shew of outi^ard mirth and good^ 
humour^ the hearty lau^ and buxom jest with 
which the dame knew well how to condliate the 
elder part of her neighbours, and the many petty 
arts by which she could recommend herself to the 
younger, those espedally of her own sex. 

Dame Ursula was, in appearance, scarce past 
forty, and her full, but not overgrown form, and 
still comely features, although her person was 
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-plumped out, and her face somewhat coloured by 
good cheer, had a joyousi exprearion of gaiety and 
gbod humour, which set off the remuns of beau- 
ty in the wane. Marriages, births, and christen- 
ings, were seldom thought to be performed with 
sufficient ceremony, for a considerable distance 
round her abode, unless Dame Ursley, as they 
called her, wAs present She could contrire all 
sorts of pastimes, galmes, and jests, which might 
amuse the large compiinies whcmi the hospitality 
of our ancestors assembled together on such occa^ 
sions, so that her presence was literally considered 
as indispensable in the £unily of all citizens of or- 
dinaiy rank, on such joyous occasions. So much 
also was she supposed to know of life and its laby- 
rinths, that she was the willing confidant of half 
the loving couples in the Tidnity, most of whom 
used tocommumcate their secrets, and receiTctheir 
counsel from Dame Ursley. The rich rewarded 
her services with rings, owches, or gold pieces, 
which she liked still better ; and she very gene- 
n>usly gave her assistance to the poor on the 
same mixed principles as young practitioners in 



196 THK FORTUNES OF KiaEI.. 

medicine assist them, partlyfiromcompassietii, aki 
partly to keep ber hand ia tise. 

Dame Urdi^^s reputalaon in the dty was tht 
greater tint ^er practice had extended beyond 
Temple-Bar, and ihat she had aoqwuntaBoea, 
nay, patrons and patronesses, among the quality, 
whose rank, as their members.were mudi fewer, 
aftd the prospect of apptoadiing the courdy sphere 
much more diffieidt, bore a degree of oonsequenee 
unknown to the pt^soit dsy^ when the toe of dw 
citizen f^eme& so dose on the courtier^s heeL 
^taoe Ursley maintained her iiUercourse with dus 
superior raak of customers, partly by driving a 
small trade in perfumes, essences, pomades^ 
head-geaiB from France, dishes or omamoits 
from China, then already Ib^ianing to become 
fashionable; not to moition -drugs of ^wioas 
descripticais, duefiy for the use of the ladies, and 
partly by other services, mpre or less coniiected 
with the esotericJbranehes of her professidn her»* 
tofore aUuded to. 

Possessing such tlnd so inany various modes of 
thriving. Dame Ursley wms nevertheless so poor, 
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tliaft fthc nQght pcdbobiy ha^e mended her own 
eifcumi^aiicei^ as well as her husbandV, if db^ had 
senounoed them all, and set herself quietlj down 
to tike care of her own household, apd to assist 
Benjamin in the concerns of his trade. But Ur- 
stila was luxurious and genial in heff habits, and 
eould no more have endured the stinted economy 
of Benjamin'*s board, than she could have recon- 
ciled herself to the bald chat of his conversa- 
tion. 

It was on the evening of the day on which 
Lord Nigel Olifaunt dined with the wealthy gold- 
smith, that we must iBtroduceUrsulaSuddlechop 
upon the stage* She had that morning mq4e a 
long tour to WestmiKler, was fatigued, and had 
assumed a certain hrgQ elbow-chair, rendered 
smooth by frequait uise, placed o& one side of her 
chimney, in which there was lit a small but bright 
fire. Here she observed, betwixt sleeping and 
waking, the simmering of a pot of well-spieed ale, 
on the bvown surface of which bobbed a small 
crab-apple, sufficiently roasted, while a little mu« 
latto girl watched, still more attentively, the pi*o- 
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oess oi iiemng a veal sweet-bread, in a jolmse 
stew-pan which oecopsd Ife odxr nde of Ad 
chimney. With these viands, doubtless. Dame 
Ursula proposed conduding the wdl-spent day, 
of which she reckoned the labour over, and the 
rest at her own command. She was deodved, 
however; fat just as the ale, or, to speak techni* 
cally, the lambVwooI, was fitted for drinking 
and die little dingy nuuden intimated that the 
sweet-bread was ready to be eaten, the thin crad^ 
ed voice of Benjamin wtfs heard fiNHn the bottmn 
of the sturs. 

** Why, Dame Urdey— why, wife, I say^ 
why, dame— why, love^ you are wanted more 
than a strop for ablunt lazoKw-why, dame ! ■ > i ^ 

^ I would some one would draw the razor 
across thy wind-pipe, thou bawlii^ass,^ sud the 
dame to herself, in the first moment of irritation, 
against her damorous helpmate ; and then called 
aloud, — *^ Why, what is the matter. Master 
Suddlechop? I am just going to dip into bed ; 
I have been daggled to and fro the whole day.*^^ 

f* Nay, sweetheart, it is not me,^ said the 

14 
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patient BeDJamin, <^ but the Scotch laundry- 
maid from ndghbour Ramsay^ who must speak 
with you incontinent.^ 

At the word, sweetheart, Dame Ursley cast a 
wistful look at the mess which was stewed to a 
second in the stew-pan, and then replied, with a 
sigb,— *< Bid Scotch Jenny come up, Master Sud- 
dlechop* I will be very happy to hear what she 
has to say ;^ then added in a lower tone, ^< and I 
hope she will go to the devil in the flame of a tar- 
barrel, like many a Scotch witch before her,^ 

The Scotch laundress eqtered acpordingly, and 
having heard nothing of the last kind wish of Dame 
Suddlechop, made her revermce with considera- 
ble respect, and sud, her young mistress was re< 
turned home unweU, and wished to see her neigh- 
bour. Dame Ursley, directly. ^^ And why will it 
not do to-mcnrow, Jenny, my good woman ?^ said 
Dame Ursley; ^<for I have been as far as White- 
hall to-day already, and I am well nigh worn off 
my feet, my good woman.^ 

*^ Aweel !^ answered Jenny, with great oom« 
posure, *< and if that sae be sae, I maun take the 
langer tramp mysell, and maun gae down the 
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wotoraide ibr aidd Mother Rodeqp, at the HuBh 
gerford StairSy that deals in oomfcNrtiiig yoing 
creatures, e^en as you do yoajneU» himiy ; for ane 
of ye the bairn maun aee befoie sha sleeps and 
Aat's a' that I ken on't."" 

So saying, the old eniasary, without fiurther 
entreaty, turned on her hed, and was about to 
retreat, when Dame Urriey esidaimed,?-^^ Nc^ 
to-— if the sweet child, your ttiislress, has any ne- 
cessary ooeaoon for good advice and kind ten<- 
danoe^ you need not gp to Modier Redcaps Ja- 
net She may do very well for skippeiv* wives, 
chandlers^ daughters, and such like; but no- 
body shall wait on pretty Actress Margaret, the 
daughter of his most Sacred Miyesty^sh(x«k>gejr, 
excepting and saving myself. And so I will but 
take my chopine» and my doak,. and put on my 
muffler, and cross the street to neighbour Baon- 
say^a in an instant. But tell me yourself, good 
Jenny, are you not something tired of your yomig 
lady^s frolics and change of mind twenty ttmea 
a^y?^ 

*^ In troth, not I,^^ said the patient ^drudge, 
*f unless it may be when she is a wee feshioua 
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dbont wariiaig^ hor laces; but I have been her 
keeper since she was a bairn, neighbour Siiddle* 
chopy and that makefr a d^erenoe.^ 

^ Ay,^ md Dame Utsky, still buued putting 
<«i additional. (Menees, against the night air; 
^ aad you knav fer certain that she has two 
huKidred ponnds a-yeor in good landi, ai her own 
freedisfXMal?^ 

/< Left bj her gprandmoAer, Heaven rest her 
soul,^ said the Scotchwoman ; ^' and to a dain- 
tier lassie she could not have bequeathed it.^ 

" Very truje, very true, mistress ; for, with all 
her little whims^ I have always said Mistress 
Margaret Raansay ws» the prettiest g^rl isx the 
ward ; andy Jenny, 2 warrt^H the poc»r chiki has 
had no supper.^ 

Jenny could toot aay but it was the case, for 
her master being out, the twa ^prentice lads had 
gone out alter shutting ^op, to fetch them^bome, 
and'sbe and the other maid had gone out to Sandy 
MacGiven^s, to see a friend frae Scotland. 

'^ As was very natural, Mrs Janet^^ said 
Dame Ursley, who fou|id her interest in assent- 



dOS THS FORTUNES OF NIGEL. 

ing to all sorts of propositions from all sorts of 
persons. 

** And so the fire went out, too— »,^ said Jenny. 

^^ Which was the most natural of the whole,^ 
said Dame Suddlechop ; <^ and so, to cut the 
matter short, Jenny, 1^11 carry over the little bit 
of supper that I was going to eat. For dinner I 
have tasted none, and it may be my young pret- 
ty Mistress Marget will eat a m(»rsel with me ; 
for it is mere emptiness. Mistress Jenny, that 
often puts these fancies of illness into young 
folk's heads.^ So sa^uig, she put the nlver pos- 
set-cup with the ale into Jenny^s hands, and as- 
suming her mantle with the alacrity of one de- 
termined to sacrifice inclination to duty, she hid 
the stew-pan under its folds, and conmianded 
Wilsa, the Kttle mulatto girl, to light them across 
the street* 

^^ Whither away, so late ?^ siud the barber,, 
whom they passed seated with his starveling 
boys round a mes. of stock-fish and parsnips, in 
th^ shop below. 

'^ If I were to tell you, Gaflie,^ said the dame, 
with most contemptuous coolness, ^^ I do not 
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think you coold do my errand, so I will e^en keep 
it to myself.^ Benjamin was too much accus- 
tomed to his wife^s independent mode of con- 
duct, to pursue his inquiry farther; nor did the 
dame tarry for farther question, but marched 
out at the door, telling the eldest of the boys 
*' to sit up till her return, and kx>k to the house 
the whilst." 

The night was dark and rainy, and although 
the distance betwixt the two shops was short, it 
aHowed Dame Ursley leisure enough, while she 
strode along with high-tucked petticoats, to em- 
bitter it by the following grumbling reflections— 
'^ I wonder what I have done, that I must needs 
trudge at every old beldame^s Indding, and every 
young minx'^s maggot! I have been marched from 
Temple-Bar to Wlutechapel, on the matter of a 
ptn-maker^s wife having pricked her finger— -mar- 
ry, her husband that made the weapon might have 
salved the wound. — ^And here is this fantastic 
ape, pretty Mistress Marget forsooth — such a 
beauty as I could make of a Dutch doll, and as 
fantastic, and humorous, and conceited, as if she 
were a duchess. I have seen her in the same day 
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as chaDgeful as a mannozet, and as stubborn as 
a mule, I should like to know vhether her Uttle 
ccoceited noddle^ or her fatherV old cratsy , caleuu- 
latiogjcdtar-patevfareed&mostwhmisies. Butthea 
there^s that two hundred pounds a-year in dirty 
land, and the father is hdd a elose chuff, though 
a fancif ul-^he is our landlord beude, and she has 
begged a late day from him for our rent ; so God 
help me^ I must be eonlbrmable'^^-beftides, the lit- 
tle capricious devil is my only key to get at Master 
Geojige Heriot^s secret, and it concerns my cha*- 
raeter to find that out ; aad so, cmdiamoiy as the 
lingua franca hath it^ 

Thus pondering, die moved forward with 
hasty strides until she arrived at the wateh-ma^ 
ker^s habitatk»9. The attendant adnutted them 
by mQ9m of a pass-key. Onward glided Dame 
Ursula, now in glimmer and now in gborn-, not 
like t^ lovely Lady Cristabelle througih Gothic 
scul^f^ure and ancient armour, but creeping and 
/9t\m)Uing amongst relics of old machines, and 
jmodeiyB of n?w inveigitions in various branches of 
mectiEmics, with which wiwcks of useless ingenui- 
ty, either in a. brdken or half^finidied shape, the 
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apartment of the fancifbl ttfou|^ ingenbus me- 
clianist was continually lumbered. 

At length they attained, by a very narrow 
Btair-case, pretty Mistress Maargaref s apartment, 
where she, the cynosnre of the eyes of every bold 
young liaehdor in Fie^street, sate in a posture 
which hovered between the discontented and the 
disconsolate. For her pretty back and shoulders 
were rounded into a curve, her round and -dim* 
pled chin reposed in the hollow of her little palm, 
while the fingers were folded over her mouth ; 
her elbow rested on a table, and het eyes seemed 
fixed upcm the dying charcoal, which was expi- 
ring in a small grate. She scarce turned her head 
when Dame Ursula entered, and when the pre* 
sence of that estimable matron was more precisely 
announced in words by the old Scotch-woman, 
Mistress Margaret, withoutchanging her posture, 
muttered some sort of answer tJiat was wholly un- 
intelligible. 

" Go your ways down to the kitchen with Wi- 

» 

lia, good Mistress Jenny ,^^ said Dame Ursula, 
who was used to all lorts of freaks on the part of 
her palientB or clients, whichever they might be 
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termed ; ^^ put the stew-pan and the poninger hj 
the fire-nde, and go down helow — I must speaih 
to my pretty love, Mbtress Margaret, by myself 
— 4Uid there is not a bachelor betwixt this and 
Bow but will envy me the privilege^^ 

The attendants retired as directed, and Dame 
Ursula, having availed herself of the embers of 
charcoal, to place her stew-pan to the best advan- 
tage, drew herself as dose as she could to her pa- 
tient, and began in a low, soothing, and confiden- 
tial tone of vdce, to inquire what ailed her pretty 
flower of naghbours. 

<< Nothing, dame,^ said Margaret, somewhat 
pettishly, and changing her posture so as rather 
to turn her back upon the kind inquirer. 

<* Nothing) lady-lnrd P answered Dame Sud- 
dlechop ; << and do yeu use to sadd for your 
friends out of bed at this hour for nothing ?^ 

^^ It was not I who sent for you^ dame,^ repfied 
the malcontent maiden. 

*< And who was it, then ?^ said Ursula ^ '^ for 
if I had not been sent for, I had not been here 
at tlus time of night, I promise you t" 

^* It was the old Scotch fool Jenny, who did 
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it out of her own bead, I suppose,^ said Marga- 
ret ; ^^ for she has been stunning me thesfe two 
hours about you and Mother Bedcap.^ 

^ Me and Mother Redcap !^ said Dame Ur- 
sula, <' an old fod indeed, that couples folk up 
so.— But come, come, my swdet little ndghbour, 
Jenny is no such fool after all ; she knows young 
folks want more and better advice than her own, 
and she knows too where to find it for them ; so 
you must take heart of grace, my pretty maiden, 
and tell me what you are moping about, and then 
let Dame Ursula alone for finding out a cure.^ 

** Nay, an ye be so wisfe, Mother Ursula,'* re- 
plied the girl, M you may guess what I ail with* 
out my telling you«^ 

*^ Ay, ay, child,^ answered the complaisant ma- 
tron, *^ no one can play better than I at the good 
old game of What is my thought like ? Now 
ril warrant that little head of yours is rtiiming 
on a new head-tire, a foot higher than those our 
city dames wear—- or you are all for a trip to 
Islington or Ware, and your father is cross and 
will not consent— or- 
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^ Or you are an old fool, Dane SuflcDecliopy^ 
said Maigaxst, peeviflhiy , ^' and must needs trdu- 
ble yourself ai)out itetters you know notiung o£»* 

^ Fool as much as you will, mistvew,^ said 
Dame Ursula, offended in 3ier tum, << but set 
very many yeans older than jrotirself, mistresB.^ 

< ^ Oh we are angry, axe we f* siud the beauty ; 
<^ and pray. Madam Ursuk, how oome yon, that 
are not so many years older than me, to talkabotft 
sttdi nonsense to me, who am so many years 
younger, and who yet have too much sense to 
care about head*gears and Islington ?^ 

'< Well, well, young mistress,^ sod the sage 
connseQor, rising, << I .percdhre I can be of no 
use here ; and methinks, since you know your 
own matters so much betta: than other people do, 
you ra^t dispense with disturlnng folks at mid* 
night to ask their advice.^ 

** Why, now you are angry, mother,^ said 
Margaret, detaining her ; ^ this -cones of your 
coming out at even-tide without eating your sup- 
per^— 'I never heard you utter a cross word after 
you had fin^hed your little m(»wel««--Here Ja- 
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net, a titmdber and salt for Dame Ursula ;-«»«iid 
what have you in that porriDger, dame ?— Filthy 
clammy ale, as I would live— Let Janet fling it 
out €3£ the window, or keep it for my father^s 
morning draught ; and she shall bring you the 
pottle of sack that was set ready for him — good 
man, he will never find out the difference, for 
ale will wash down his dusty calculations quite 
as well as wine.^ 

*^ Truly, sweetheart, I am of your opinion,** 
sttd Dame Ursula, whose temporary displeasure 
vanished at once before these preparations for 
good cheer ; and so, settling herself on the great 
easy-chair, with a three-legged table before her, 
she began to dispatch, with good appetite, the 
little delicate dish which she had prepared for 
herself. She did not, however, fail in the duties 
of dvility, and earnestly, but in vain, pressed 
Mistress Margaret to partake her dainties. The 
damsel declined the invitation. 

** At least pledge me in a glass of sack,^ said 
Dame Ursula; '^ I have heard my grandame say, 
that before the gospellers came in, the old Ca» 

VOL. I. o 
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father confessors and their pemtents always 
had a cup (^ sack together before oonfestton; and 
you are my penitent^ 

** I shall drink no sack» I am sure,^ sad Mar- 
garet; ^< and I told you before, that if you can- 
not find out what ails me, I shall never have the 
heart to tell iV* 

So saying, she turned away from Dame Ur- 
sula once more, and resumed her muang poa- 
tore, with her hand on her elbow, and her back, 
at least one shoulder, turned towards her confi- 
dante. 

"Nay then,** said Dame Ursula, « I mustex- 
ert my skill in good eamest.-^You must give me 
this pretty hand, and I wiU teU you by palmistry, 
as well as any gipsey of them all, what foot it is 
you halt upon.** 

'^ As if I halted on any foot at all,^ said Mar- 
garet, something soomfully, but yielding her left 
hand to Ursula, and continuing at the same time 
her averted position* 

*< I see brave lines here,** said Ursula, " aUd 
not ill to read neither — ^pleasure and wealth, and 
merry nights and late mornings to my Beauty, 






TH£ J*OETUNE8 OF KIGBI^. Sll 

aod socfa an equipage as shall shake Whitdiatt. 
O, have I touched you there?— and smile you 
now, my pretty one ? — ^for why should not he be 
Lord Mayor, and go to court in his gilded ca^ 
nidi, as others haye done before him?" 

Lord Mayor P pshaw !" r^ied Margaret. 
And why pshaw at my Lord Mayor, sweet* 
heart ? or perhaps you pshaw at my prophecy ; 
but there is a cross in every one^s line of life as 
well as in yours, darling. And what though I 
see a ^prentice'*s flat cap in this pretty palm, yet 
there is a sparkling black eye under it, hath not 
its match in the Ward of Farringdon- Without** 

*< Whom do you mean, dame ?** said Marga^ 
ret, coldly. 

*^ Whom should I mean,** said Dame Ursula, 
^* but the prince of *prentices, and king of good 
company, Jenkin Vincent ?** 

^* Out, woman— -Jenkin Vincen1>— a clown---« 
cockney !** exclaimed the indignant damsel. 

** Ay, sets the wind in that quarter, Beauty !** 
quoth the dame ; ^^ why, it has changed some- 
thing once we spoke together last, for then I 
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woaU bare iworn it Uew fidrer for poor Jni 
Vin ; and the poor lad doata on you too, and 
would rather aeeyoor eyes than the first ghmpie 
of the sun on the great hdiday on May-day.*^ 

*< I would my eyes had the power of the sun 
to blind his then^'' said Matgaiet, ^ to teadi the 
drudge his plaoe.** 

<« Nay,"* smd Dame Ursula, << there be some 
who say that Frank Tnnstall is as proper a lad 
as Jin Yin, and of surety he is third eousin to a 
knighthood, and oome of a good house ; and so 
mayhap you may be for northwaid ho T 

** Maybe I may^^-^answeied Margaret, '^ but 
not with myfiidicr*s*preiitioe— Ithank you,Dame 
Ursula.'* 

**Nay then, the devil may guess your thoi^hts 
for me,'^ said Dame Ursula; *' this comes of tiy- 
ing to shoe a filly that is eternally wineing and 
shifting gtound i^* 

<* Hear me tben,*^ said Margaret, <* and mind 
what I say.— This day I dined abroad— ^^'^ 

** I can tell you where,'' answered her ooun- 
seIlor,«-i<* with your god-father the lidi 
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--*Ay> 7^u s^ I know something— oay^ I cotdd 
tdl you an I would, with whom too.^ 

^< Indeed !^ said Margaret, turning suddenly 
round with an accent of strong surprise, and oo» 
louring up to the eyes. 

^ With old Sir Mungo Malagrowther/ said 
the oracular dame,-— ^^ he was trimmed in my 
B«ijamin*s shop in his way to the city.^ 

<< Pshaw ! the frightful old mouldy skeleton !"* 
said the damsel. 

^' Indeed'you say true, my dear,^ replied the 
confidante,—'* it is a shame to him to be out of 
Saint Fancras^s chamelJiouse, for I know no 
other place he is fit for, the foul-mouthed old 
railer. He said to my husband—-^'** 

^* Somewhat which signifies nothing to our 
purpose, I dare say,** interrupted Margaret ^ I 
fhnsst speak then.-— There dined with us a noble- 



*^ A nobleman! the maiden'*s madT said 
Dame Ursula. 

^ There dined irith us, I say,^ continued Mar* 
garet, without regarding the interruption, ** a 
nobleman — a Scottish nobleman.^ 
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<<Noir Our Lady keep her,^ said the confidant^ 
<' she is quite firaatic !■ -heard ever any tme of k 
waichmaker'^s daughter falling in lore wifli a no- 
bleman— «nd a Scotch nobleman, to make the 
matter complete, who are all as proud as Lucifer, 
andaspoorasJob? AScotch nobleman, quotha? 
I had as lief you told me of a Jew pedlar. I 
would haye you thkJL how aU thi» is to end, preU 
ty one, before you jump in the dark.** 

*' That is nothing to you, Ursula— it is your 
assistance,^ said Mistress Mai^aret, <* and not 
your advice that I am desirous to have, and you 
know I can make it worth your while.*^ 

<< O^ it is pot for the sake of lucre. Mistress 
Margaret,*" answered the obliging dame ; *^ but 
truly I would have you listen to some advice- 
bethink you of your own condition.*^ 

'^ My father^s calling is mechanical,^ said Mar<- 
garet, *^ but our blood is not so. I have heard 
my father say that we are descended, at a distance 
indeed, from the great Earls of Dalwolsey.^ 
. ** Ay, ay," said Dame Ursula; ** even so— I 
never knew a Scot of you but was descended, as 
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ye call it, from.flome great house x)r other ; and 
a piteous descent it often is«— and as for the dis- 
tance you speak of, it is so great as to put you 
out of sight of each othen— - Yet do not toss your 
pretty head so scornfully, but tell me the name 
of this lordly northern gallant, and we will try 
what can be done in the matt^.** 

^ It is Lord Glenvarloch, whom they call Lord 
Nigel Olifaunt,** said Margaret in a low voice, 
and turning away to hide her blushes. 

^' Marry, heaven forefend !^ exdaimed Dame 
Suddlechop ; ^^ this is the very devil, and some- 
thing worse 1^ 

^^ How mean you ?^ said the damsel, surprised 
at the vivacity of her exclamation. 

*^ Why, know ye not,^ said the dame, << what 
powerful enemies he has at court ? know ye not 
-—but blisters on my tongue, it runs too fast for 
my witr-enough to say, that youhad better make 
your b^dal-bed under a falling house, than think 
of young Glenvarloch.^ 

^' He M unfortunate then,^ said Margaret ; <^ I 
knewiU-I divinedit-^ere was sorrowinhisyoicQ 
when he said even what was gay— -there was a 
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touch rf ffiiflfortune in hU meiandidy amile ■■ h« 
had not thus clung to my dioughts had I seen 
him in all the mid-day j^are of pro^perity.^ 

^ Romances have cracked her l»ain T said 
Dame Ursula; ^ die is a castaway girl— utterly 
distraught— loves a Scotch lord— 4ind likes him 
the better for being unfortunate! WeU, mistress^ 
1 am scarry this isa matter I cannot md you ii^— 
it goes i^ainst my conscience, and it is an affinr 
above my condition, and b^ond my manage- 
ment ;— -but I will keep your secret^ 

^ You will not be so base as to desert me^ after 
having drawn my secret from me T said Marga- 
ret indignantly ; ^ if you do, I know how to have 
my revenge; and if you do not, I will reward 
you well. Rem^nber the hoose your husband 
dwells in is my father*s property.^ 

** I remember it but too well. Mistress Mar- 
garet,^ said Ursula, after a moment^s reflectimi, 
^ and I would serve you in any thing in my con» 
dition ; but to meddle with such high matters— 
I shall never forget poor Mistress Tuitter, my ho- 
noured patroness, peace be with her I— die had 
the ill ludk to meddle in the matter of Sonierset 
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4iid Ov€rbtury, and so the greftt ewl and hb liuiy 
slipt their necks out of the collar, and left h«r 
and some half dozen others to suffer in their 
stead. I shall never forget the sight of bet stimd- 
ing on the scaffold with the ruff round her pretty 
neck, all done up with the yellow starch whieh I 
had so often helped her to make, and that was 
so soon to give place to a rough hempen cord* 
Such a sij^ sweetheart, wiU make oasloth to 
meddle with matters that are toi> hot or heavy 
for your handling." 

^' Out, you fool r answered Mistress Marga- 
ret; ^< am I one to speak to you about such eii* 
minal pcactioes as that wretch died for ? All I 
desire of you, is to get me precise knowledge <>f 
whataffair brings this young nobleman tdCouct*'" 

'^ And when you have his secret,^ said Ursula, 
<< what will it avail you, sweetheart ?— <«Dd yet I 
would do your errqnd, if yon could do^as much 
iot me.* 

<< And what is it you would have of me ?" Said 
Mistress Margaret. 

*< What you have been angry with me for 
asking before," answered Dame Ursula* *^ I 
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want to have flome light about the ttatj.itl your 
god.father*8 ghost, that is only seen at prayers.^ 

'^ Not for the woiid,^ said Mistress Margaret, 
^^ will I be a spy on my kind god-father^s secrets 
—No, Ursula— that I will nei^er fry into, which 
he desires to keep hidden. But thou knowest 
that I have a fortune of my own, which must at 
no distant day come under my own manage^ 
ment^" think of some other recompenoe.'" 

** Ay, that I wdl know,^ said the oounsellar 
•^^ it is that two hundred per year, with your 
falher*s indulisence, that makes you so wilful, 
sweetheart.^ 

<< It may be so,^ said Margaret Bamsay ; 
<< meanwhile, do you serve me truly, and here is 
a ring of value in pledge, that when my fortune 
is in my own hand, I wiUredeem the token with 
fifty broad pieces of goild.^ 

*^ Fifty broad pieces of gold !^ repeated the 
dame ; ^^ and this ring, which is a right fair one, 
in token you fail not of your word !-r-WeIl, 
sweetheart, if I must put my throat in peril, I 
am sure I cannot risk it for a friend more gene* 
lous than you ; and I would not think of more 
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tfMm the pleasure of serving you, ooly Benjamia 
gets more idle every day, and our famil y ^ 

<< Say no more of it,^ said Margaret ; *< we 
understand each other. And now, tell m^ what 
you know of this young man^s affairs, which 
made you so unwilling to meddle with them ?^ 

<< Of that I can say no great matter, as yet,^ 
answered Dame Ursula; ^^ only I know the 
most powerful among his own countrymen are 
against him, and also the most powerful at the 
court here. But I will learn more of it, for it 
will be a dim print that I will not read for your 
sake, jHretty Mistress Margaret. . Enow you 
where this gallant dwells ?^ 

<< I heard by accident,^ said Margaret, as if 
ashamed of the minute particularity of her memo- 
ry upon such, an occasion,-;-" he lodges, I think 
-—at one Christie^s— if I mistake not— at PauPs 
Wharf, a ship-chandler^s.^ 

'< A proper, lodging for a young baron !— 
Well, but cheer youup. Mistress Margaret-^if he 
has come up a caterpllar, like.spme of his coun* 
trymen, he may cast his slough Mke them, and 
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come oat abutterfly. So I drink good-nigbt, and 
sweet dreams to you, in another parting cup of 
sack ; and you shall heat tidings of me widiin 
four-and-twenty hours. And once more, I com- 
mend you to your pillow, my peari of pearls, 
and Marguerite of Marguerites.** 

So saying, she kissed the reluctant cheek of 
her young friasMi, or patroness, and took her de. 
parture with the light and Meakhy pace of one 
accustomed to accommodate her footsteps to the 
purposes of dispatch and secrecy, Margaret 
Ramsay looked after her for some time, in an* 
xious silence. ^* I did ill,** she at length muiw 
mured, <' to let her wring this outof me ; but she 
is artful, bold, and 8erviceaUe-<i-aad I think 
faithful— or if not, she will be true at least to her 
int^vst, and that I can command. I would I 
had not spoken, howeter-—! have begtin a hopei* 
less work. For what has he ulA to ine, to wan', 
rant my meddling in his fortutoi ?-<^Notfai^but 
words of the most ordinary import«***4iiere table- 
tAlk and terms of course. Yet who know*-*** she 
said, and then broke off, looking at the gku* 
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the while» which, as it reflected hack a face of 
great beauty, probably suggested to her mind a 
more favourable conclusioii of the sentence than 
she cared to trust her tongue withal. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

So pitiful a thing is ndtor's state ! 
Most miserable mao, whom wicked firte 
Hath brought to Cooit to sae, for Had I wuiy 
That few have found, and many a one hath mlssM ! 
FnU little knowest thoo, that hast not tried. 
What hell it is, in sueiBg long to bide : 
To lose good dajs, that might be better spent; 
To waste long nights in peosiTe discontent ; 
To speed to-da^, to be put back to-morrow ; 
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow ; 
To have thy Princess grace, yet want her Peen% 
To have thy asking, yet wait many years ; 
To fret thy soul with crosses and wldi car es 
To eat thy heart through comfortless despairs. 
To fawn, to cnrach, to wait, to ride, to run. 
To spend, to give, to want, to be undone. 

Mother Hubberd's Tale. 

Ok the morning of the day on which George 

Hertot had prepared to escort the young Lord of 

Glenvarloch to the court at Whitehall, it may 

be reasonably supposed that the young man, 

whose fortunes were likely to depend on this cast, 

felt himself more than usually anxious. He rose 

early, made his toilette with unusual care, and, 

2 
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enabled, by the generoniy of hsa more ple- 
beian countryman, to set out a very haacfabme 
person to the best advantage, he obtaiiied a moh 
mentary approbation from himself as lie glanced 
at the mirror, and a loud and distinct plaudit from 
his landlady, who declared at once that in her 
judgment, he would take the wind out of the sail 
of every gallant in the presence; so mudi had 
she been able to enrich her discourse with the me^ 
taphors of those with whom her husband dealt 

At the appmnted hour, the barge of Master 
George Heriot arrived, handsomely manned and 
appointed, having a tilt, with his own cypher, and 
the arms of his company painted thereupon. 

The young Lord of Glenvarloch received the 
friend who had evinced such disinterested at- 
tachment, with the kind courtesy which well be- 
came him. 

Master Heriot then made him acquainted with 
the bounty of his Sovereign, which he paid over 
to his young friend, declining what he had him- 
self formerly advanced to him. Nigel felt all the 
gratitude which the dtizen'^s di»nterested friends 
ship had deserved, and waa.npt wanting in ex^ 
pressing it suitably. 



Yet «f the young and li]gli4Kxrn soUeman 
barked to go to the {weeenoe of his Prinoe> under 
the patronage of one whose best, or most disdn* 
guished qualification, was his being an eninent 
member of the Groldsmith^s InoOTporation, he felt 
a little surprised, if not abashed, at his own situa- 
tion ; and Richie Moniplies, $m he stepped over 
the gang^way to take his place forward in the 
boat, could not help muttering,—^ It was a chai^ 
ged day betwixt Master Heriot and bis honest 
fiidier in the Krsemes ;— Jbut, donbdess, there was 
a difierenee between clinking on gsAA and silver, 
and clattering upon pewter.** 

On th^ glided, by the assistance of the oars 
of four stout watermen, almig the Thames, which 
Ihen served fcfr the principal high-road betwixt 
London and Westminster ; for few ventured on 
horseback through the narrow and crowded streets 
of the city, and coaches were then a luxury re* 
served only for the higher nolnlity, and to which 
no citisen, whatever was his wealth, presumed to 
aspire. The beauty of the banks, esperially on 
the ncNrthem ride, iriiere the gardens of the no- 
bility descended from thrir hotels, in manyfdaoes, 
down to the water^s edge, was pointed out to 
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Nigel hy'ins kind eoH^otor, ssmI whs pointed 
out in .vain. The mind of tbe jx)ung Lia'd of 
rGlenvarloch wm fiUedmtb «nlkipiituHi6 not the 
.most pleasant, coneeiinif^ dbe mmmer in which 
Jbe was iliise ly rto ibe ^reoeiyed bgr /(hat n)PQarcb> in 
whose behalf his family :had been nearly oredoced 
ia Tum% and be was, with the usual mental anx- 
iety .of those in (sudb a otuaticKa, framing imfigi- 
-nary. questions ft 01^ the JKingy and over^^nling 
•his apirit in dewing .aMweis to them. Slis eon- 
duct(»r saw the labour <if Nigel*? jmind, and avoid- 
^ increasing at hyj&HherMnversHtiori; po tb»t 
wh^ be had ^^fqolained to hm brieiy the ,e^e- 
-raoniefr ohsenred^ceQurton mdi ooom^ms c^ pre^ 
amtatioB, the mst of their Vjoyajge was perform- 
ed .in sileaee. 

n^hey knded at 'Whil^hi^Staii^, And ^tere4 

• the Palace laAer ^announelng th^r ^aivtes, the 

-guards pajiang lo iLocd ^Gkuvarloch th^ respect 

and honours due to his rank. The young man?s 

heart beat highsandfthipk within f him aB>he came 

. within the royal .apartments. .Hi^ educatum 

abroad, oonducted as it had bee^ on a oar- 
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TOW and limited scale, had given him but imper- 
fect ideas of the grandeur of a court ; and the 
philosophical reflections which taught him to set 
ceremonial and exterior splendour at defiance, 
proved, like other maxims of mere philosophy, 
ineffectual at the moment they were weighed 
against the impression naturally made on the 
mind of an inexperienced youth, by the unusual 
magnificence of the scene. The splendid apart- 
ments through which they passed, the rich ap- 
parel of the grooms, guards, and domestics in 
waiting, and the unusual ceremonial attending 
thdr passage through the Imig suite of apart- 
ments, had something in it, trifling and common- 
place as it might appear to practised courtiers, 
embarrassing, and even alarming, to one, who, for 
the first time, went through these forms, and 
who was doubtful what sort of reception was to 
accompany his first appearance before his Sove- 
reign. 

Heriot, in anxious attention to save his young 
friend from the least momentary embarrassment, 
had taken care to give the necessary pass-word 
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to the warders, grooms of the chambers, ushers, 
or by whatever name they were dengnated ; so 
they went onward without interruption. 

In this manner they passed several anti-rooms, 
filled chiefly with guards, attendants of the court, 
and their acquaintances,, male and female, who, 
dressed in their best apparel, and with, eyes 
rounded by eager curioaty to make the most of 
their opportunity, stood,, with beseeming mo- 
desty, ranked against the wall, in a manner which 
indicated that they were spectators, not perform- 
ers, in the courtly exhibition* ^ 

Through these exterior apartments Lord Glen- 
varloch and his city friend went onward into a 
large and splendid withdrawingrroom,. communi- 
cating with the presence-chamber,into which anti- 
roouL were admitted those only,, who, from births 
their posts in the state or household, or by the 
particular grant of the King^ had right to attend 
the court, as men entitled to pay their respects to 
their Sovereign. 

Amid this favoured and selected company, 
Nigel observed Sir Mungo Malagrowther, who, 
shaken off and discountenanced by those who 
knew how low he stood in court interest and fa^ 



VDur, was btft too bappy tn th6 oppdrttrmty of 
ttocftdng himself upon a person of Lord Glenvan- 
]och''s rank, who was, tifs yet, so inexperienced «s 
to feel it diAicuIt to shake off an intruder. 

The knight fbrtli wkh framed bis grim features 
to a ghastly smile, and iifter a prelimmffy and 
patronizing nod to George Heriot, aeoompanied 
with an aristdcrHtic Vave of the hand, whicb inti- 
mated at once superiority lind protection, he laid 
aside ahogether the honest ctdxen, to whcan he 
owed many a dinner, toierttadi himself exdusrrely 
to the young lord, although he snspeeted he might 
he occasionally in '4ie predicament of needing one 
as much as himself. And eren the notice of this 
original, singular and unamiable as be wss, ims 
not entirely indifferent to the Lord Glenvan- 
•loch, since the absolute andsomewhat'CCMasdrain^ 
'«d ^lence of his^good friend Heriot, ^MMch'ldft 
him lit liberty to retire -painfully to his«own«i^ 
tating reflections, Wais now relieved; while, on 
the other hand, he could not help feefing intereat 
in the sharp and satcakic iiiformation poured 
upon him 'by an observant, though 
courtier, to whom a putieut auditor, and he a 
of tltk and rank, ims as much a pri«e, as hisaeute 
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aiidcommuiiM^tivedispofiitioHr^nderedhlQOtan en* 
tertainiog companioa to Nigel Olifauot- Heriot» 
'm the mean time, neglected hy Sir Mungo, and 
avoiding every attempt by wbich the grateful po* 
Uteness of Lord Gkn varloeh strove to bring bim 
into the conversation, stood by» nfith a kind oS 
half smile on his countenance ; but whether ex- 
cited by Sir Mungo^s wit, or arising at his ex- 
penoe> did not exactly appear. 

In the mean time, the trio occupied a nook of 
the anti-room, next to the door of the presence-* 
chamber, which was not yet thrown open, when 
Maxwell, with his rod of office, came bustling 
into the apartment, where most men, excepting 
those of high rank, made way for him. He 
stopped beside the party in which we are in~ 
tel^sted, looked for a moment at the young 
Scotch nobleman, then made a slight obeisance 
to Heriot, and, lastly, addressing Sir Mungo 
Malagrowther, began a hurried complaint to him 
of the misbehaviour of the gentlemen pensioners 
and warders, who suffered all sort of citizens, suit- 
ors, and scriveners, to sneak into the outer apart- 
m^nts, without either respect or decency. ^^ The 
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BngUsb,"^ he "Said, ^< were nomdiiliapd, SarsudiLM 
thing durst not be attempted in the Queen's days. 
In her time there was then the court-yaid for the 
mobility, and the apartments for the nobility ; and 
it reflects on your place, Sir Mungo,^ be added, 
^^ belonging to the household as you do, that 
such things should not be better ordered." 

Here Sir Miuigo, afflicted, as was firequentl j 
the case on such oocanons, with one of his usual 
fits of deafness, answered, ** It was no wonder 
the mobility used freedoms, when those whom 
they saw in office were so little better in blood 
and havings than themselves.^ 

** You are right, sir— quite right," said Max- 
well, putting liis hand on the tarnished embroi- 
dery on the old Icnight'^s sleeye,— ^' when such 
fellows see men in ofiice dressed ii^ cast-off suits 
tike paltry stage-piayers, it is no wonder the 
court is thronged with intruders." 

•* Were you lauding the taste of my embroi- 
dery, Maister Maxwell ?" answered the knight, 
who apparently interpreted the deputy-chamber- 
lain^s meaning rather from his action than his 
words ;•— ^^ it is of an ancient and liberal pattern. 
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having beea made by your mother^s father, auld 
James Sdtchell, a master-fashioner of honest re- 
pute, in Merlin^s Wynd, whom I made a point 
lo employ, as I am now happy to remember, see- 
ing your father thought fit to intermarry with sic 
n person'*s daughter.^* 

Maxwell looked stem, but conscious there was 
nothing to be got of Sir Mungo in the way of 
amends, and that prosecuting the quarrel with 
such an adversary would only render him ridicu- 
lous, and make public a mis-alliance of which he 
had no reason to be proud, he covered his re- 
sentment with a sneer; and expressing his regret 
that Sir Mungo was become too deaf to under- 
stand or attend to what was said to him, walked 
on, and planted himself beside the folding-doors 
of the presence-chamber, at which he was to per- 
form the duty of deputy-chamberlain, or usher, 
so soon as they should be opened. 

'^ The door of the presence is about to open,*^ 
siud the goldsmith, in a whisper, to his young 
friend ; ^^ my condition permits me to go no far- 
ther with you. Fail not to present yourself bold- 
ly, according to your birth, and offer your Sup- 
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plkatkm, which the Kflo^ will not rrfuie to m^ 
ts^ and, as I hope, to eoBNnder farrouraUy .^ 

As he qpoke, the door of the prMenco-diaadber 
opened aeeordiiigly^ asid, as is iispualon sudi 00^ 
mAatsAy the couortieni began to adfanoe towards 
it, and to enter in a slow, but eoniimions and ixe^ 
inteimpted stieanK As Nigel fHpeSented himself 
in Us turn at the entrance, and nesrtioned his 
naiileandtitk^MaxwellMsmedtohesatatew «Yott 
itt^ not kaoim to any one,^ he sidd ^ << it is mj 
duty to soffet no one ix^ pass to the presenee, my 
lordy whose face is vnknown to me, nnlets upon 
the Word of a respimsible petaon.*^ 

<< I came with Master Greorge Heriot,^ snd 
Nig^l, ki some elnbarrasdlnebt at this unexpect- 
ed interruption* 

<< M»ta:' fi^iof s naine will pass current f^ 
much geld and silver, my knrd,^ replied Max*^ 
well, with a civil sneer, <* but not for birth and 
rankt I am compelled by my office to be p&. 
remptory* Thee^thincl^isimpeded-^Iammuch 
concerned tb iMiy it-^your lordship must stand 
back.** 

<^ What is the matt^ P"" said an old Soottiah 



nobteman^ who had been speakiBg wkh George 
Heriot, after he had separated fron Nigel, and 
who now eame fcxward, observing the alter eaticMi 
betwixt the latter and Maxwell. 

** It is only Master Deputy'-Chamberlidn Max- 
well,"^ said Sir Mongo Malagrowther, ^ express- 
ing his joy to see Lord Glenvarloch at court, 
whose father gave him his office*-at least X think 
he is speaking to that purport— for your lordship 
kens my imperfection.'^ A subdued laugh, such 
as the situation permitted, passed round amongst 
those who heard this specimen of Sir Mung6*s 
sarcastic temper. But the old nobleman stepped 
still more forward, saying,—" What ! — ^the son 
of my gallant old opponent, Ochtred Olifaunt ? 
— ^I will introduce him to the presence myself.^ 

So saying, he took Nigel by the arm, without 
farther ceremony, and was about to lead him for- 
ward, when Maxwell, still keeping his rod across 
the door, smd, but with hesitation and embar- 
rassment,-— ^< My lord, this gentleman is not 
known, and I have orders to be scrupulous.^ 

« Tutti-taiti, man,"* said the old lord, " I will 
be answerable he is his father^s son, fiom the cut 
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of his eye-biow — and thou, Maxwdl, knew his 
father well enough to have sp^ured thy scruples. 
Let us pass, man.^ So saying, he put aside the 
deputy-chamberlain^s rod, and entered the jHre- 
sence-room, still hcddingtheyoungmanbytheann. 
. <' Why, I. must know you, man,^ he said ; ^^ I 
must know you. I knew your father well, man, 
and I have broke a lanoe^and crossed a Made with 
him ; and it is to my credit that I am living to 
brag of it* He was kingTs-man, and I was queenV 
man, during the Douglas wars— young fellows 
both, that fJBared neither fire nor steel ; and we 
had some dd feudal quarrels beside, that had 
come down from father to son, with our seal- 
rings, two-handed broad-swords, and plate-coats, 
and the crests on our burgonets.^ 

<^ Too loud, my Lord of Huntinglen,^ whisper- 
ed a gentleman of the chamber,-^" The King ! 
—the King r 

The old Earl (for such he proved,) took the 
hint, and was silent ; and James, advancing from 
a side-door, received in succession the compli- 
ments of strangers, while a little group of fa- 
vourite courtiers, or officers of the household. 
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Stood around him, to whom he addressed himself 
from time to time. Some more paimi had been 
bestowed on his toilette than upon the occasion 
when we first presented the monarch to our read- 
ers; but there was a natural awkwardness about 
his figure which prevented his clothes from sit^ 
ting handsomdy, and the prudence or timidity of 
his disposition had made him take the custom, al« 
ready noticed, of wearing a dress so thickly quilted 
as might withstand the stroke of a dagger, which 
added an ungainly stiffness to his whole appear* 
ance,contrastingoddlywiththefrivolous,ungrace- 
f uly and fidgetting motions with which he accom- 
panied his conversation. And yet, though the 
Eing^s deportment was very undignified, he had 
a manner so kind, familiar, and good-humoured, 
was so little apt to val over or conceal his own 
foibles, and had so much indulgence and sym- 
pathy for those of others, that his address, joined 
to his learning, and a certain proportion of shrewd 
mother-wit, failed not to make a favourable im- 
pression on those who approached his person. 
When the Earl of Huntinglen had presented 
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Nigel to bis Soiwirign^ a oereminiy wluch tli9 
good peer took upon hiaself, the King retekred 
the young h>rd Tery grackNudy, and obsenred to 
his mtrodncer, that he ^ was faiQ to aee then twa 
stand flide by side ; far I travr, my Lord Huot^ 
inglen,^ conUnued he^ <* your ancestors, ay, and 
eVn your lordsbip^s self and this lad^s father, haTe 
stood front to front at the sword*s pmnt, and that 
is a worse posture.^ 

<* Until your Majesty,* sud Lord Huntinglen, 
^^ made L<Mrd Ochtred and me cross palms, upon 
the memorable day when your Majes^ feasted 
all the nobles that were at feud ti^ther, and 
made them ym hands in your presence— ^"^ 



« 



I mind it weel,* smd the King ; ** I mind 
it weel— it was a blessed day, b^ng the nineteen 
of September, of all days in the year--^nd it was 
a blithe sport to see how some of the carles girn- 
ed as they clapped loofs together. By my saul, I 
thought some of them, mair spedal the Hieland 
chiels, wad have broken out in our own presence ; 
but we caused them to march hand in hand to the 
Cross, ourselves leading the way, and there drink 
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a blithe cup of kindneiBS with ilk other, to the 
staimehiDg of feud, and perpetuation of amity. 
Auld John Anderson was Provost that year-*^ 
the carle grot for joy, and the Bailies and Coun- 
cillors danced bare-headed in our presence like 
five^ear-auld colts, for very triumphJ^ 

*^ It was indeed a happy day,^ said Lord 
Huntinglen, *^ and will not be forgotten in the 
history of your Majesty'^s reign.'' 

** I would not that it were, my lord," replied 
the Monarch— ^^^ >I would not that it were prseter- 
mitted in our annals. Ay, sj-^^BeaU padfioi. 
My English lieges here may weel make much 
of me, for I would have them to know, they have 
gotten the 4>nly peaceifUe man that ever came 
of my -family. If James with the Fiery Face had 
come amongst you," be said, looking round bim, 
^ oT'tny great grandsire, 4>f Flodden memory !" 

^< We should liave sent him bade to the north 
again," whispered one iBn^tsh 'nobleman. 

<* At least," said another, in the same inau- 
dible tone, ^^ we should have had a man to our 
sovereign, though he werebut a Scotchman." 
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<< And now, mj young springald,^ sakt the 
King to Lord Glehvarioch, ^^ where have you 
been spending your calf-time 7^ 

** At Leyden, of late, may it please your Ma- 
jesty,^ answered Lord Nigel. 

** Aha ! a scholar^^ sfud the King ; ^< and, by 
my saul, a modest and ingenuous youth, that 
hath not forgotten how ta blush, like most of our 
travelled Monsieurs« We will treat him con- 
formably.^ 

Then drawing himself up, coughing slightly, 
and looking around him with the conscious im- 
portance of superior learning, while all the cour- 
tiers who understood, or understood not Latin^ 
pressed eagerly forward to listen, the sapient mo- 
narch prosecuted his inquiries as follows.^— 

** Hem ! hem ! Sdhehis^quaterguesdhey Glen^ 
varlodndes noiter ! N%iferumm ab Lugduno 
Bakivorum Britanniam rediigH f^ 

The young nobleman rephed, bowing low— 

^^ /mo, Bjdx a/uffus^sime — hienniumjire apud 
Lu^wnmses moraiu^stmr 

James proceeded-i— 
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^' Biemwum dicis f bene^ bene, cptumejbchim 
est — Non uno die quod dicimt^ — inteOigietiy Do- 
mine Glenvarlochiensis f Aha 1"^ 

Nigel replied by a reverent bow, and the King, 
turning to those behind him, said— 

^^Addescena quidem ingenui vuUus mgenuique 
ffwdorisT Then resumed his learned queries. 
'^ Ei quid hodie Ltigdunenses loqmmtur-^Vas- 
aius vester nihU ne novi ecripsitf^^-nihU certe, 
quod doUo^ typis recenter edidU.'*^ 

'< Valet quidem Vosdtss, Rex benevde^ replied 
Nigel, ^^ ctstsenex veneroHsmfttis aamum etgit^ 
fiiJbUor^ eepbuagesmvum^ 

<< Virumy meherde^ vix tarn grandcevum credi- 
dertm^'' replied the monarch. ^* Et VorMus iete f 
^^Arminii improbi successor cegue ac sectator — 
Herosne adhuCy ut cum Homero loquar, Zmn tffr$ 

Nigel, by good fortune, remembered that Vors- 

tius, the divine last mentioned in his Majesty^s 

queries about the state of Dutch literature, had 

been engaged in a personal controversy with 

James, in which the King had taken so deep an 

1 



SMO THE FOBTVNES OP KIOEI.. 

ittkKesif as at latgOi\tohihtinbiB public odrre- 
«poiidenoe with^he Umted States^ ^t ihey would 
do well to apply. Ibe seoukr jam to atop theprc»- 
«reflB 4£ hereqr by vident aneastties agabst the 
Professor'*s peiBOB—«ideiiiand which iheirMighty 
lfigfatiiie8t*0finoGiplescf imiversal txdesaUoa in- 
•<dttosdtbeinitOiehide, tlioi^ wsdi;Some difficvJ- 
t^. Snowing all thii. Lord Cleuvarloch, though 
a^ointiar-ef five muiutftg standing, bad address 
enough to reply—- 

ehgtientias ttuB^ Rex magne, Jamdudum prxmus 

Tills last tribute toins pokmical powers eom- 
-plated Jamed^B .happiness, which the . triumph ^f 



*'Le8t any^kdy'or gentkunm shoiild sqspeeC there is 
801^ 4f mjritery consesltd iuider.the.fifflHeace8rpriiUoi4n 
Italic9> they will be pleased to understand that they coo- 
tain only a few comtnon-place Latin phrases^ relating to 
the state of letters in HoUandj whidi netthsr deieBTe^iior 
wsnld e9daiie> Ik Utnal tnw«fattiQ»> 

7 



. THE FORTUNES OF N1GKL. S41 

exhibiting his enidition had already raised to a 
considerable height. 

He rubbed his hands, snapped his fingers, fid- 
getted) chuckled, exclaimed— ^< Engel beUe ! op- 
time r and turning to the Bishops of Exeter and 
Oxford, who stood behind him, he saidj--*^^ Ye 
see, my lords, no bad specimen of our Scottish 
Latinity, with which language we would all our 
subjects of England were as well embued as this, 
and other youths of honourable birth, in our auld 
kingdom ; also, we keep the genuine and Roman 
pronunciation, like other learned nations on the 
continent, sae that we can hold communing with 
any scholar in the universe, who can but speak 
the Latin tongue ; whereas ye, our learned sub- 
jects of England, have introduced into your uni- 
versities, otherwise most learned, a fashion of 
pronouncing like unto the <^ nippit foot and clip- 
pit foot,^ of the bride in the fairy tale, whllk 
manner of speech, (take it hot amiss that I be 
round with you,) can be understood by no nation 
on earth saving yourselves; whereby Latin, quoad 
AngioSf ceaseth to be commtmut Ungua^ the ge- 
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MS THS VOETUNBa OF NIGSI.. 

nenl dragoman, or interpreter, between aU the 
wise men of the earth.^ 

The Biahop of Exeter bowed, as in acquieft. 
cenoe to the royal censure; but he of Oxford 
stood upright, as mindful over what subjects his 
see extended, and as bdng equally willing to be- 
come food for faggots in defence of the Latinity 
«xf the umyersitf, asfor any article of his religious 
creed. 

The King, without awaiting an answer from 
either prelate, proceeded to question Lord Nigd^ 
but in the vernacular tongue,— -^^ Weel, my like- 
ly Alumnus of the Muses, and what make you 
so far finnn the north T 

^^ To pay my homage to your Majesty,^ said 
the young nobleman, kneelii^on one knee, ^^ and 
to lay before you,^ he added, '^ this my humble 
and dutiful Supplication.'^ 

The presenting of a pistol would certainly have 
startled King James more, but could (setting 
apart the fright) hardly have been more unplea- 
sing to his indolent disposition. 

*< Andisit even so, man?^ said he; <* and can 
no single man, were it but for the rarity of the 
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c&se, ever come up frae Scotland, e:Kcepting ex 
froporiUy^on set purpose, to see what he can 
make out of his loving Sovereign ? It is but 
three days syne that we had weel nigh lost our 
life, and put three kingdoms into dule-weeds, 
from the over*haste of a clumsy*handed peasant^ 
to thrust a packet into our hand, and now we 
are beset by the like impedimoit in our very 
court To our Secretary with that gear, my lord 
—to our Secretary with that gear.^ 

'^ I have already offered my humble Supplica* 
tion to your Majesty^s Secretary of State,^ said 
Lord Glenvarloch — ** but it seems-—*' 

" That he would not receive it, I warrant ?'*' 
said the King, interrupting him ; ^' by my sauI, 
our Secretary kens that point of king-craft, called 
refusing, better than we do, and will look at no- 
thing but what he likes himsell— -I think I wad 
make a better Secretary to him than he to me.-— 
Weel, my lord, you are welcome to London; and, 
as ye seein an acute and learned youth, I advise 
ye to turn your neb northward as soon as ye like, 
and settle yoursell for a while at Saint Andrews, 
and we will be right glad to hear that you pros- 
per in your studies.-— /nc««m&t^ remisJbrtUer.^ 
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While the King spoke thus, he held the peti- 
tion of the young lord carelessly, like one who 
only delayed till the supplicants back was turned, 
to. throw it away, or at least lay it aside to be no 
more looked at. The petitioner, who read this 
in his cold and indifferent looks, and in the man« 
ner in which he twisted and crumpled together 
the paper, arose with a bitter sense of anger and 
disappointment, made a profound obeisance, and 
was about to retire hastily. But Lord Hunt- 
inglen, who stood by him, checked his intention 
by an almost imperceptible touch upon the skirt 
of his cloak, and Nigel, taking the hint, retreat- 
ed only a few steps from the royal presence, and 
then made a pause. In the meantime. Lord 
Huntinglen kneeled before James in his turn, 
and 8iud«—- ^^ May it please your Majesty to re- 
member, that upon one certain occasion you did 
pronuse to grant me a boon every year of your 
sacred life*^^ 

^* I mind it wed, man,^ answered James, 
^* I mind it weel, and good reason why— it was 
when you unclasped the &use traitor Ruthven^s 
fangs from about our royal throat, and drove 
your dirk into him like a true subject We did 
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then, as you remind us, (whilk was unnecessary,) 
being partly beside ourselves with joy at our 
liberation, promise we would grant you a free 
boon every year ; whilk promise, on our coming 
to mensefull possession of our royal faculties, we 
did confirm, restrictive always and conditionals 
ter^ that your lordship^s demand should be such 
as we, in our royal discretion, should think rea- 
sonable." 

** Even so, gracious Sovereign,'' said the old 
Earl, " and may I yet farther crave to know, if 
I have ever exceeded the bounds of your royal 
benevolence ?'^ 

" By my word, man, no !^ said the King ; " I 
cannot remember you have asked much for your- 
self, if it be not a dog, or a hawk, or § buck out 
of our park at Theobald^ or such like. But to 
what serves this preface ?? 

*^ To the boon which I am now to ask of your 
grace,'' said Jjord Huntinglen ; " which is, that 
yoi^r Majesty would be pleased, on the instant, to 
look at the placet of Lord Glenvarloch, and do 
upon it what your own just and royal nature shall 
think meet and just, without reference to yow 
Secretary or any other of your Council.^ 
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« By my saul, my lord, this is strange,'' said 
the King ; *< ye are pleading for the son of ypur 
enemy !'' 

'* Of one who was my enemy till your Msyesty 
made him my friend,'' answered Lord Huntin- 
glen. 

«< Weel spoken, my lord !" said the King ; <^and 
with a true Cfamtian spirit And, respecting 
the Supplication of this young man, I partly guess 
where the matter lies ; and in plain troth I had 
promised to George Heiiot to be good to the lad 
— -But then, hare the shoe pinches. Steenie and 
Baby Charles cannot abide him— neither can your 
own son, my lord ; and so methinks he had bet- 
ter go down to Scotland before he comes to ill 
luck by them " 

** My son, an it jdease your Majesty, so far as 
he is concerned, shall not direct my doings," said 
the Earl, << nor any wUdrheaded young man of 
them alL" 

" Why, neither shall they mine," replied the 
Monarch ; ^^ by my father's saul, none of them 
all shall play Rex with me-^I will do what I 
will, and what I aught, like a free king." 
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<^ Your Majesty will then grant me my boon ?^ 
said the Lord Huntinglen. 

<* Ay, marry will I— marry will I,'' said the 
King ; ^^ but follow me this way, man, where we 
may be more private,'' 

He led Lord Huntinglen with rather a hurried 
step through the courtiers, all of whom gazed 
earnestly on this unwonted scene, as is the fashion 
of all courts on similar occasions. The King 
passed into a little cabinet, and bade^ in* the first 
moment. Lord Huntinglen lock or bar the door ; 
but countermanded his direction in the next, say- 
ing, — ^< No, no, no— bread o' life, man, I am a 
free King — ^will do what I will and what I should 
—I am Justus et tenaae propositi^ man— neverthe^i 
less, keep by the door. Lord Huntinglen, in case 
Steenie should come in with his mad humour."' 

" O my poor master," groaned the Earl of 
Huntinglen. " Wh«i you were in your own cold 
country, you had warmer blood in your veins." 

The King hastily glanced over the petition or 
memorial, every now and then glancing his eye 
towards the door, and then anking it hastily on 
the paper, ashamed that Lord Huntinglen, whom 
he respected, should suspect him of tiroidityi 
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*' To grant, the truth,^ he said, after he had 
finished his hasty perusal, ^< this is a hard case ; 
and harder than it was represented to me, though 
I had some inkling of it before. And so the lad 
only wants payment of the siller due from us, in 
order to reclaim his paternal estate ? But then^ 
Huutinglen, the lad will have other debts— and 
for what burthen himsell with sae mony acres of 
barren woodland ? let the land gang, man, let the 
land gang ; Steenie has the promise of it from 
our Scottish Ghanjcellor-^it is the best hunting 
ground in Scotland— -and Baby Charles and Stee- 
nie want to kill a buck there this next year — ^they 
maun hae the land — they maun hae the land ; 
and our debt shall be paid to the young man 
plack and bawbee, and he may have the spend- 
ing of it at pur court ; or if he has such an eard 
hunger, wouns ! man, we'^ll stuff his stomach with 
Englisli land, which is worth twice as much, ay, 
ten times as much, as these accursed hills and 
heughs, and mosses and muirs, that he is sae keen 

after;' 

All this while the poor King ambled up and 
idown the apartment in a piteous state of uncer- 
tuinty, which was made more ridiculous by his 
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shambling circular mode of managing his legs, 
and his ungiunly fashion of fiddling on such oc- 
casions with the bunches of ribbands which fas- 
tened the lower part of his dress. 

Lord Huntinglen listened with great compo- 
sure, and answered, ^* An it please your Majesty, 
there was an answer yielded by Naboth when 
Ahab coveted his vineyard — * The Lord forbid 
that I should give the inheritance of my fathers 
unto thee/ " 

" Ey, my lord — ey, my lord !^ ejaculated 
James, while all the colour mounted both to his 
cheek and nose ; ^' I hope ye mean not to teach 
me divinity ? Ye need not fear, my lord, that I 
will shun to do justice to every man ; and, since 
your lordship will give me no help to take up 
this in a more peaceful manner— whilk, methinks^ 
would be better for the young man, as I said be- 
fore, — why— ance it maun be so— 'sdeath, I 
am a free king, man, and he shall have his money 
and redeem his land, and make a kirk and a 
miln of it, an he will.^ So saying, he hastily 
wrote an order on the Scottish Exchequer for 
the sum in question, and then added, ** How 
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they are to pay it I see not ; but t warrant he 
will find money on the order among the gold^ 
smiths, who can find it for every one but me.-— 
And now you see, my Lord of Huntinglen, that 
I am neither an untrue man, to deny you the 
boon whilk I became bound for, nor an Ahab, 
to covet Naboth'^s vineyard ; nor a mere noseuof- 
wax, to be twisted this way and that, by favou- 
rites and councillors at their pleasure. I think 
you will grant now that I am none of those ?^ 

** You are my own native and noble Prince,'* 
said Huntingleti, as he knelt to kiss the royal 
hand— ^'just and generous, whenever you listen 
to the workings of your own heart.'' 

*^ Ay, ay," said the King, laughing good-na* 
turedly, as he raised his faithful servant from the 
ground, ^^ that is what ye all say when I do 
any thing to please ye. There — there, take the 
sign-manual, and away with you and this young 
fellow. I wonder Steenie and Baby Charles have 
not broken in on us before now." 

Lord Huntinglen hastened from the cabinet, 
foreseeing a scene at which he was unwilling to 
be present, but which sometimes occurred when 
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James roused himself so far as to exert his own 
free will, of which he boasted so much, in spite 
of that of his imperious favourite Steenie, as he 
called the Duke of Buckingham, from a suppo- 
sed resemblance betwixt his very handsome coun- 
tenance, and that with which the Italian artists 
represented the proto-martyr Stephen. In fact, 
the haughty favourite, who had the unusual good 
fortune to stand as high in the opinion of the 
heir-apparent as of the existing monarch, had 
considerably diminished his respect towards the 
latter ; and it was apparent, to the more shrewd 
courtiersy that James endured his domination ra- 
ther from habit, timidity, and a dread of encoun- 
tering his stormy passions, than from any heart- 
felt continuation of regard towards him, whose 
greatness had been the work of his own hands. 
To save himself the pain of seeing what was 
hkely to take place on the Duke^s return, and to 
preserve the King from the additional humilia- 
tion which the presence of such a witness must 
have occasioned, theEarl left the cabinet as speed- 
ily as possible, having first carefully pocketed the 
important »gn-manual. 



u 
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No sooner had he entered the presence-rocMD, 
than he hastily sought Lord Glenvarloch, who 
had withdrawn into the embrazure of one of the 
windows, from the general gaze of men who 
seemed disposed only to afford him the notice 
which arises from surprise and curiosity, and ta- 
king him by the arm, without speaking, led him 
out of the presence-chamber into the first anti- 
room. Here they found the worthy goldsmith, 
who approached them with looks of curiositj, 
which were checked by the old lord, who said 
hastily,— ^^ All is well. — Is your barge in wait- 
ing?^ Heriotansweredintheaffirmatiye. ^*Then,^ 
said Lord Huntinglen, ** you shall give me a cast 
in it, as the watermen say, and I, in requital, will 
give you both your dinner ; for we must have 
some conversation together.*^ 

They both followed the Earl without speak- 
ing, and were in the second anti-room when the 
important annunciation of the ushers, and the 
hasty murmur with which all made ample way as 
the company repeated to each other, — " The 
Duke — ^the Duke r made them aware of the ap- 
proach of the omnipotent favourite. 
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He entered, that unhappy minion of court fa- 
vour, sumptuously dressed in the picturesque at- 
tire which will live for ever on the canvas of Van- 
dyke, and which marks so well the proud age, 
when aristocracy, though undermined and nod- 
ding to its fall, still, by external show and pro^ 
fuse expence, endeavoured to assert its paramount 
superiority over the inferior orders. The hand- 
some and commanding countenance, stately form, 
and graceful action and manners of the Duke of 
Buckingham, made him become that picturesque 
dress beyond any man of his time. At present, 
however, his countenance seemed discomposed, 
his dress a little more disordered than became the 
place, his step hasty, and his voice imperative. 

All marked the angry spot upon his brow, and 
bore back so suddenly to make way for him, that 
the Earl of Huntinglen, who affected no extra- 
ordinary haste on the occasion, with his compa- 
nions, who could not, if they would, have decent- 
ly left him, remained as it were by themselves in 
the middle of the room, and in the very path of 
the angry favourite. He touched his cap sternly 
as he looked on Huntinglen, but unbonnetted to 
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Herioty and sunk his beaver, with its shadowy 
phime^ aslowas thefkmr, withapiafbund air of 
mock respect In letoming his greeting, which 
he did amply and nnaffieilstedly, the dtizen only 
said, — ^* Too mudi courtesy, my lord duke, is 
often the reverse of kindness.^ 

^ I grieve you should think so. Master He^ 
liot,^ answered the Duke; '^ I only meant, by 
my homage, to churn your proteetioo, sir— your 
patronage. You are become, I understand, a 
solicitor of suits — a promoter — an undertaker— 
a fiiutor of court suitors of merit and quidi^, 
who dumce to be pennyless. I trust your bags 
will bear you out in your new boast^ 

'^ They will bear me the farther, my lord 
duke,^ answered the goldsmith, ^ that my boast 
i^ but smalL^ 

'^ O, you do yourself less than justice^ my 
good Master Heriot,"" continued the Duke, in 
the same tone of irony ; *^ you have a marvel- 
lous court-faction, to be the son of an Edinburgh 
tinker. Have the goodness to prefer me to the 
knowledge of the high-bom nobleman who is ho- 
noured and advantaged by your patronage.* 
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^' That shall be my task,"" said Lord Huntin. 
gl^y with emphasis. ^^ My Lord Duke, I de« 
sire you to know Nigel Olifaunt, Lord Glenvar- 
loch, representative of one of the most ancient 
and pow^ul baronial houses in Scotland.— Lord 
Glenyarlocb, I present you to his Grace the 
Duke of Buckingham, representative of Sir 
Greorge Villiers Knight, of Brookesby, in the 
county of Leicester.^ 

The Duke coloured stUl more high as he bow. 
ed to Lord Glenvarloch scornfully, a courtesy 
which the other returned haughtily, and with re- 
strained indignation. <^ We know each other, 
then,^ said the Duke, after a moment^s pause, 
and as if he had seen somethii^ in the young no- 
bleman which merited more serious notice than 
the bitter raillery with which he had commenced. 
/* We know each other — and you know me, my 
lord, for your enemy.'' 

*< I thank you for your plainness^ my lord 
duke,'' replied Nigel ; << an open enemy is bet- 
ter than a hollow frigid.'" 

<^ For you, my Lord Huntipglen," said the 

6 
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Duke, ^^ methinks you have but now overstep- 
ped the limits of the indulgence pennitted to you, 
as the father of the Prince'^s friend, and loy own.*" 

*< By my faith, my lord duke/ replied the 
Earl, ** it is easy for any one to outstep bound- 
aries, of the existence of which he was not aware. 
It is n»ther to secure my prot^tion nor ap- 
probation, that my son keeps such exalted com- 
pany.'* 

*^ O, my lord, we know you, and indulge 
you,** said the Duke ; ^^ you are one of those who 
presume for a life^long upon the merit of one 
good action.** 

^< In futh, my lord, and if it be so,^ said the 
old Earl, <* I have at least the advantage of such 
as presume more than I do, without having done 
any action of merit whatever. But I mean not 
to quarrel with you, my lord— -we can neither 
be friends nor enemies-— you have your path, and 
I have mine.** 

Buckingham only replied by throwing on his 
bonnet, and shaking its lofty plume with a care- 
less and scornful toss of the head. They parted 

15 
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thus ; the Duke walking onwards through the 
apartments, and the others leaving the palace and 
repairing to Whitehall stairs, where they embark- 
ed on board the barge of the citizen. 



*. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Bid run thy fortune tioU vpon th« wheeb 
Of yonder dandng cubes of mottled bone ; 
And drown it not, like Egypt's royal ballot. 
Dissolving her rich pearl in the brimmM wine-cup. 
These are the arts, Lothario, which shrink acres 
Into brief yards— bring sterling pounds to fiurthings, 
Credit to Infamy ; and the poor gull 
Who might have lived an honour'd, easy life, 
' To ruin, and an unregarded- grave. 

TheChangeu 

When they were fairly embarked on the 
Thames, the Earl took from his pocket the Sup- 
plication, and pointing out to George Heriot the 
royal warrant indorsed thereon, asked him, if it 
were in due and regular form ? The worthy d- 
tizen hastily read it over, thrust forth his hand 
as if to congratulate the Lord Glenvarloch, then 
checked himself, pulled out his barnacles, (a pre« 
sent from old David Ramsay,) and again peru- 
sed the warrant with the most business-like and 
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critical attention. *^ It is strictly correct and 
formal,*" he said, looking to tlie Eail of Huntin- 
^en ; ^ and I nncerely rejoice at it^ 

^^ I doubt nothing of its formality,^ said the 
Earl ; *< the King understands business well, 
and if he does not practise it often, it is only be- 
cause indolence obscures parts which are natu- 
rally wdl qualified for the discharge of affiurs* 
But what is next to be done for our young friend, 
Master Heriot ? You know how I am circum- 
stanced, Scottish lords living at the English 
court have seldom command of money ; yet, un- 
less a sum can be presently raised on this war- 
rant, matters standing as you hastily hinted to 
me, the mortgage, wadsett, or whatever it is 
called, will be foreclosed.^ 

<' It is true,"" said Heriot, in some embarrass- 
ment ; '^ there is a large sum wanted in redemp- 
tion—yet, if it is not raised, there will be an ex- 
piry of the legal, as our lawyers call it, and );be 
estate will be evicted.*^ 

** My noUe— my worthy friends, who have 
taken my cause up so undeservedly, so unex- 
pectedly/ said Nigel, ^^ do not let me be a bur- 
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den on your kindness. You have already dofoe 
too much where nothing was merited,^ 

^^ Peace, man, peaoe,^ said Lord Huntinglen, 
^* and let old Heriot and Ipuzxle this somt out. 
He is about to open-4iark to him P 

*^ My lord,^ said the citizen, *^ the Duke of 
Buckingham sneers at our dty money-bags ; yet 
diey can sometimes open, to prop a falling and a 
noble house*** 

^* We know they can,^ said Lord Huntii^leii 
-«-<* mind not Buckingham, he b a Feg-»-Bam- 
say-- and now for the remedy.^ 

** I partly hinted to Lord Gknvarloch already,^ 
said Heriot, ^^ that the redemption-money might 
be advanced upon such a warrant as the present, 
and I will engage my credit that it can. But then, 
in order to secure the lender, he must come in 
the shoes of the creditor to whom he adyanoes 
payment'^ 
<^ Come in his shoes!^ replied the Earl; ^^ Why, 
^ what have boots or shoes to do with this matter, 
my good friend ?** 

^^ It ia a law phrase, my lord. My experi^ice 
has made me pick upa few of them,'' said Hcriot, 
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*^ Ay, and of better things akxigst with them. 
Master George,^ replied Lord Huntitiglen; <* but 
what means it ?^ 

^' Simply this,^ resumed the dtizen ; *< that the 
lender of this money will transact with the holder 
of the mortgage, or wadsett, orer the estate of 
Glenvarlodi, and obtain from him such a convey- 
ance to his right as shall leave the lands pledged 
for the debt, in case the warrant upon the Scottish 
Exchequer should prove unproductive. I fear, 
in this uncertainty of public credit, that, without 
some such counter-security, it will be very diffi- 
cult to find so large a sum.^ 

«< Ho la r said the Eari of Huntinglen, « halt 
there I a thought strikes me^— What if the ncfw 
creditor should admire the estate as a hunting- 
field, as much as my Lord Grace cf Buckingham 
scans to do, and should wish to kill a buck there 
in the summer season ? Tt seems to me, that on 
your plan. Master George, our new friend will be 
as well entitled to block Lord Glenvarloch out of 
his inheritance as the present hold^ of the mort* 

gage-** 
The citieen laughed* ^^ I will engage,^ he 
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said, ** that the keenest sportsman to whom I 
may opplj on thb oceasion, shall not have a 
thought beyond the Lord Mayor^s £aster-huiity 
in Epping-Forest. But your IordAip*s caudon 
is reasonable. The creditor must be bound to 
allow Lord Glenrarloch sufficient time to redeem 
his estate by means of the royal warrant — ^thcj 
must waive in his favour the right of instant &re. 
olosurey wluch may be, I sliould think, the more 
easily managed, as the rig^t of redemption must 
be exercised in his own name.^ 

** But where shall we find a person in London 
fit to draw the necessary writings?^ said the 
EarL << If my old friend Sir Jcrfm Skene of Hal- 
yards had livedo we should have had his advice ; 
but time presses, an d ■ ^ 

^^ I know,^ said Heriot, *< an orphan lad, a 
scrivener, that dwells by Temple-Bar ; he can 
draw deeds both after the English and Scotch 
fashion, and I have trusted him often in things 
of waght and of importance* I will send one of 
my serving-men for him, and the mutual deeds 
may be executed in your lordship^s presence ; for 
as tfabgs stand, there should be no delay.^ His 
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lordship readily assented ; and, as they now land- 
ed upon the private stairs leading down to the 
river from the gardens of the handsome hotel 
which he inhabited, the messenger was dispatch- 
ed without loss of time. 

Nigel, who had sate almost stupified while 
these zealous friends volunteered for him in ar- 
ranging the' measures by which his fortune was 
to be disembarrassed, now made another eager 
attempt to force upon them his broken expres* 
sions of thaiiks and gratitude. But he was ogam 
silenced by Lord Huntinglen, who declared he 
would hear no word on that topic, and proposed 
instead^ that they should take a turn id the pleach- 
ed alley, or sit upon the stone bench which over- 
looked the Thames, until his son^s arrival should 
give the rignal for dinner. 

*^ I desire to introduce Dalgamo and Lord 
Glenvarloch to each other,^ he said, <^ as two who 
will be near neighbours, and I trust will be more 
kind ones than thdr fathers were formerly. There 
is but three Scots nules betwixt the castles, and 
the turrets of the one are visible from the battle- 
ments of the other.^ 
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The oU Eari w» dent for a moointy imd flp. 
petted to miae upon the reooUeociom wfaith die 
ndnily of the castles had sununoiied up. 

** Does Lord Dalgarno follow the eoiirt to 
Newmarket next week?* ssid Heriot^ by way 
of rcmoTUig the ocwversation. 

^* He proposes so, I diink,** answered Lord 
Hiintinf^n, relapsed into his reverie for a mi- 
Bate or two^ and ibea addressed Nigd somewhat 
dbruptty**** 

^ My youag friend, when yott attain posBesBian 
of yomr mheritanoe, as I trust you soon will, I 
trust yon wffl not add one to the idle followers of 
the couity bat rende on your patrimonii estate, 
dierish your aneieBt tenents, reKere and assist 
your poor kiasmen, protect the poor agakiBt sub^ 
altera oppresoon, and do what our fiMhers used 

Id do, wkh fewer lights and with less means Aan 
we have* 

^ And yet the advioe to keep the oountry,^ 
aaid Heriot, ^ ccMBes from an ancient and con* 
aUmt <ffnament ^ the court* 

" From an <4d courtier indeed,"* said the Eari, 
" and the first of my family that could so write 
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iifanflelf— 4iiy grey beard falls on a cambric ruff, 
and a silken doublet — my father^s descended ujk- 
tm a buff coat and a breast-plate. I would not 
that these days of battle returned ; but I should 
love wdl to make the oaks of my old forest of 
Dalgamo ring once more with halloo, and horn, 
and hound, and to have the old stone-arched hall 
return the hearty shout of my vassals and tenants, 
as the bicker and the quaigh walked their rounds 
amongst them. I should like to see the broad 
Tay once more before I die— not even the Thames 
can match it, in my inind.^ 

** Surely, my lord,^ said the citizen, << all this 
mi^t be easily done— it costs but a moment'*s 
resduticm, and the journey of some brief days, 
and you would be where you desire to be— what 
is there to prevent you ?" 

^ Habits, Master George, habits,** replied the 
Earl, ^* which to young men are like threads of 
talk, so lightly sate they worn, so soon broken ; but 
which hang on our cid limbs as if time had stif- 
fened them into gyves of iron. To go to Scotland 
for a brief space were but labour in vain ; and 
when I think of abiding there, I cannot bring 
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myself to leave my old Master, to whom I fancy 
myself sometimes useful, and whose weal and woe 
I haVe shared for so many years. But Dalgamo 
shaU be a Scottish noble."*^ 

^ Has he visited the North ?^ said Heriot. 

^^ He was there last year, and made such a re- 
port of the country, that the Prince has expressed 
a longing to see it.^ 

<^ Lord Dalgamo is in high grace with Ims 
Highness^ and the Duke of Buckingham ?^ ob- 
served, the goldsmith. 

'* He is so," answered the Earl,—** I pray ii 
may be for the advantage of them all. The Prince 
is just and equitable in his sendments, though cold 
and stately in his manners, and very obstinate in 
his most trifling purposes ; and the Duke, noble 
and gallant, and generous and open, is fiery^ 
ambitious, and impetuous. Dalgarno has none 
of these faults, and such as he may have of his 
own, may perchance be corrected by the society 
in which he moves.— See, here he comes."** 

Lord Dalgamo accordingly advanced from the 
farther end of the alley to the bench on \^hich his 
father and his guests were seated, so that Nigel 
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had full leisure to peruse his countenance and fi. 
gure. He was dressed point-device^ and almost 
to extremity, in the splendid fashion of the time, 
which suited well with his age, probably about 
five-and-twenty, with a noble form and fine coun« 
tenance, in which last could easily be traced the 
manly features of his father, but softened by a 
more habitual air of assiduous courtesy than the 
stout old Earl had ever condescended to assume 
towards the world in general. In other respects, 
his address was gallant, free, and unencumbered 
dither by pride or ceremony — ^far remote certainly 
from the charge either of haughty coldness or for- 
ward impetuosity ; and so far his father had justly 
freed him from the marked faults which he ascri- 
bed to the mourners of the Prince and his favou- 
rite Buckingham. 

While the old Eaii presented his young ac- 
quaintance Lord Glenvarloch to his son, as one 
whom he would have him love and honour, Nigel 
marked the countenance of Lord Dalgarno clos6« 
ly, to see if he could detect aught of that secret 
disUke which the King had, in one of his bro- 
ken expostulations, seemed to intimate, as ari- 
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ring ftom a dashii^ of interests betwixt hk new 
friend and the great Buckingham. But nothing 
of this was yisible; on the contrary, Lord Dal- 
gamo received his new acquaintance widi the 
open frankness and courtesy whidi makes con* 
quest at once, when addressed to the feelings of 
an ingenious young man. 

It need hardly be told that his open and friend* 
ly address met equally ready and cheerful acoep^ 
tation from Nigd Oltfaunt. For many mondis, 
and while a youth not much above tw(>4aid-tweii- 
ty, he had been restrained by drcumstances from 
the conversation of his contemporaries. When, 
on hia father^s sudden death^he left theLowCoun- 
tries for Scotland, he had found himself involved^ 
apparentlyinextrieably, with the details (^ the law, 
all of which threatened to end in the alienation of 
the patrimony which should support his heredi- 
tary rank* His term of sincere mourning, joined 
to injured pride and the swelling of the heart un« 
d^ unexpected and undeserved misfortune, toge- 
ther with the uncertainty attmding the issue of 
his affairs, had induced the young Lord Glenvar-^ 
lodhuto lead, while in Scotland, a very fmvate and 
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reserved course of life. How be had passed his 
time in London, the reader is acquainted with* 
But thb melancholy and secluded course of life 
was neither agreeable to his age nor to his tem* 
per, which was genial and sociable. He hailed, 
therefore, with sincere pleasure, the approaches 
which a young man of his own age and rank made 
towards him ; and when he had exchanged with 
Lord Dalgamo some of those wrards and signals 
by which, as surely as by those oi free-masonry, 
young people recognize a mutual wish to be agree- 
able to each other, it seemed as if the two noble* 
men had been acquainted for some time. 

Just as this tacit intercourse had been establish* 
ed, one of Lord Huntinglen^s att^idants came 
down the alley, marshalling onwards a man dres»< 
ed in black buckram, who followed him with coo* 
aderable speed, considering that, according to 
his sense of reverence and propiely, he kept his 
body bent and parallel to the horizcm fhmi the 
moment that he came in sight of the conqpany to 
which he was about to be presented. 

** Who is this, you cuckoldy knave,^ said the 
old lord, who had retained the keen appetite and 
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impatience of a ScoCish Baron even during a long 
alienation from bis native country ; << and why 
does John Cook, with a murrain to him, keep 
bade dinner ?* 

'^ I believe we are ourselves responsible for 
this person^s intrunon,^ said George Heriot; 
<' this is the scrivener whom we deared to see.— - 
Look up, man, and see us in the face as an ho- 
nest man should, instead of bearing thy noddle 
charged against us thus like a battering-ram/^ 

The scrivener did look up accordingly, with 
the action of an automaton which suddenly obeys 
the impulse of a pressed spring. But, strange to 
tell, not even the haste he had made to attend his 
patron^s mandation, a buaness, as Master He- 
riof s message expressed, of weight and impor- 
tance — ^nay, not even the state of depresnon in 
which, out of sheer humility doubtless, he had 
his head stooped to the earth from the moment he 
had trode the demesnes of the Earl of Huntin- 
glen, had called any colour into his countenance. 
The drops stood on his brow from haste and toil, 
but his cheek was still pale and tallow-coloui^ as 
before ; nay, what seemed stranger, his very hair. 
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when he raised his head, hung down on either 
cheek as straight and sleek and undisturbed as it 
was when we first introduced him to our readers, 
seated at his quiet and humble desk. 

Lord Dalgamo could not forbear a stifled 
laugh at the ridiculous and puritanical figure 
which presented itself like a starved anatomy to 
the company, and whispered at the same time 
into Lord Glenvarloch^s ear— 

^^ The devil damn thee black, thou cream-fiioed loon. 
Where got'st thou that goose look ?** 

Nigel was too little acquunted with the Eng* 
lish stage, to understand a quotation which had 
already grown matter of common allusion in Lon« 
don. Lord Dalgamo; saw that he was not un« 
derstood, and continued, '^ That fellow, by his 
visage, should either be a saint, or a most hypo- 
critical rogue— -and such is my excellent opinion 
of human nature, that I always suspect the 
worst. But they seem deep in business. Will 
you make a turn with me in the garden, my lord, 
or wiU you remain a member of the serious con- 
clave f^ 
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** With you, my lord, moet wiUbgly,^ said 
Nigel ; and they vrere tumitig away acccrdingly, 
when George Haiot^ with the fninality brioog* 
ing to hb station, obaenred, that» <^ as their busi* 
ness Qoocemed Lord GlenTarloch, he had better 
ronaiD, to make himself master of it^ and witness 
to it.* 

" My presoiee is utterly needless, my good 
lord ;— end, my best friend^ Master Beriot,* said 
the young nobleman, '^ I shall understand no- 
thing the better for cumbering you with my ig- 
norance in these matters ; and can only say at 
the end, as I now say at the beginning, that I 
dare not take the helm out of the hand of the 
kind pilots who have already guided my course 
within sight of a fair and unhqpedribr haveau 
Whatever you recommaMl to me as fitting, I 
shall sign and seal; and the import of the deeds 
I will better learn by a brief explanation bout 
Master Heriot, if he will bestow so much tioti« 
ble in my behalf, than by a thousand learned 
words and law terms from this person oi skiU.* 
<* He is right,"^ said Lord Hunlinglen ; ^' our 

8 
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youiig fHend is right, in ooofiding iheae mctterg 
fo you and me, Master Oeoi^ Heriot<»-lie Ims 
net mispldced his confidenot.^ t 

Mfidter George Heriot cast a long look aftar 
the two yottng noblemen, who had now walked 
down the alley arm in arm, and at length said, 
^* He hath not indeed misplaced has oonidenoe^ 
as your lordship well and truly sayeh-^but, ne4 
vertheless, he is not in the right path ; for it be* 
hoves erery man to become acquainted with his 
own affairs, so soon as he hath any that are worth 
attending to,^ 

When he had made this observation, they ap^ 
plied themselyes, with the scrivener, to look into 
vaiious papers, and to direct in what mumer 
writings i^ouid be drawn, which might at once 
afford sufficient security to those who were to 
advance the money, and at the same time to pre«^ 
serve the right of the young nobleman to redeem 
the family estate, provided he should obtain the 
means of doing so, by the expected reimburse- 
Aent from the Scottish Exchequer, or otherwise* 
It is needless to enter into these details. But it ia 
dot. unimportant to mention, as an illustration oC 

VOL. I. s 
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diincter, that Heriot entered into the most mi. 
irate legal details with a pieddoji whidt shewed 
that experience had made him master even of the 
intricacies of Seotbsh conveyanciBg ; and that the 
Earl of Huntinglen, though far less acquainted 
with tedinieal detail, suiTered no step of the bu* 
sioess to pass over, until he had attained a ge. 
neral but distinct idea of its import and its pro* 
priety. 

The J seemed to be admirably seccmded in 
their benevolent intentions towards the young 
Lord Glenvarloch, by the skill and eager xeal 
Gt the scrivener, whom Heriot had introduced 
to tins piece of busioess, the most important 
which Andrew had ever transacted in his life, 
and the partioulars of whidi were moreover agi« 
tated in his presence betweoi an actual earl, and. 
one whose wealth and character might entitle 
him to be alderman of his ward, if not to be lord 
mayor, in his turn. 

While they were thus in ^ger eonversation on 

buriness, thegood Earl, even forgetting the caUs 

of his appetite, and the delay of dinner, in hia 

anxiety to see that the scrivener received proper 

1 
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instructions, and that all. was rightlyr yei^ed and- 
considered, before dismid^ing. him to engross the, 
necessary deeds, t;be two young men* walked. to- , 
gether on. the terrace which overhung the river, 
and talked on- the topics which Lord Dalgiu*no, 
the eldest,., and the most experienced, thought 
most likely to interest bis^new. friend*^ .. 

These .naturally^ regarded the f>le9SuregL^ at-* 
tending a court life; and Lord Dalgamo e^ 
pressed much surprise at understanding that Ni- 
gel proposed an instant return to Scotland J . 

" You are jesting with me,'' he s^id. f * AU tliQ 
court rings — ^it is needless ,to mince ijl>-r-with the^ 
extraordinary success of your suit — ag^Q3t the, 
highest interest,, it is said, now influencing the^ 
horizon at Whitehall. Men think of you— talk, 
of you— fix their eyes on you— «sk each other, 
who is this young Scotch lord, who has stepped so 
far in a single day P They augur, in whispers 
to each other, how high and how far you may 
push your fortune— and all that you design to 
make of it, is to return to Scotland, eat raw oat- 
meal cakes, baked upon a peat-fire, have youx 
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hand shaken by every loon of a blue-bonnet -who 
chooses to dub you cousih, though your relations- 
ship comes by Noah ; drink Scots twopenny ale> 
eat half-starved red-deer venison, when you can 
kill it, ride upon a galloway, and be called my 
right honourable and maist worthy lord." 

" There is no gr6at gaiety in the prospect be* 
fore me, I confess,^said Lord Glenvarloch, ^^even 
if your father and good Master Heriot should 
succeed in putting my affairs on some footing of 
plausible hope. And yet I trust to do something 
for my vassals, as my ancestors before me, and 
to teach my children, as I have myself been 
taught, to make some personal sacrifices, if they 
be necessary, in order to maintain with dignity 
the situation in which they are placed by Provi* 
dence.** 

Lord Dalgamo, after having once or t^ce 
stifled his laughter during this speech, at length 
broke out into a fit of mirth, so hearty and so 
resistless, that, angry as he was, the call of sym* 
pathy swept Nigel along with him, and, despite 
of himself, he could not forbear to join in a burst 
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of laughter, which he thought not only causeless, 
but almost impertinent 

He soon recollected himself, however; and 
said, in a tone qualified to allay Lord Dalgam6*8 
extreme mirth, ^< This is all well, my lord ; but 
how am I to understand tout merriment 7^ Lord 
Dalgamo only answered hiniF with redoubled 
peals of laughter, and at length held by Lord 
Glenvurloch^s doak, as if to prerent his falling 
down on the ground, in the extremity of bis 
convulsion. 

At l^gth, while Nigel stood hiJf abashed, 
.half angry, at becoming thus the subject of his 
new acquaintance's ridicule, and was only le- 
strained from expressing his resentm^it against 
the son, by a sense of the obligations he owed 
the father, L<Nrd Dalgarno recovered himself, 
and spoke in n half-broken voice, his eyes still 
running widi tears. *' I crave your pardon, my 
dear Lord Glenvarloch— ten thousand times do 
I crave your pardon. But that last picture of nu 
ral dignity, accompanied by your grave and 
angry eorprise at my laughing at what would 
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have made any courubred hound laagb, that 
had but so much as bay^d the moon once from 
'the court-yard at Whitehall, totally overcame me. 
Why, my liefest and dearest lord, you, a young 
and handsome fellow, with high Inrth,' a tide, 
and the name *of an* estate, to well received by 
the King at ]pour -first starting, «sf mabea your 
further "progress scarce matter of donbt,' if you 
know how to improve it—- for the King has al* 
"Midy said you are ' a braw lad^ and well studied 
in the more humane letters* — ^you, too, whom all 
.ihe women, and the very marked beauties of the 
court, desire to see, because you came from Ley- 
den, were bom in -Scotland, and have gain^ a 
hard contested suit in England — you, I say, 
with a person like a prince, an eye of fire, and a 
wit as quick, to think of throwing your cards on 
the table when the game is in your very hand, 
mnning back to the fn>zen 'north) and marrying — 
let me scc -'- a tall, sttalking, blue«yed, fair-skin* 
ned bonny wench, with eighteen quarters in her 
scutcheon, a sort of Lot^s wife, newly descended 
from her pedestal, and witli her to shut yourself 
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vp in your tapestried chamber I Uh j gad !~ 
IBwounS) I shdl never sarvive the idtai^ > 

It is seldom that youth, hofwevef b^h«.mbided^ 
is able, from mere strength of character and prini 
tnple, to support itself i^ainst the force of ridi- 
cule. Half angry, half mortified,, dad, to say 
truth, half ashamed of his more manly aikd bet^ 
ter purpose, Nigel was unable, and flattered faim»- 
self it was unaecessary, to play the part of a ru 
gid moral patriot, in presence of a young mail 
whose curcait fluency of language, as well as 
his experience in the highcSst ciidea of aueietyV 
gore him, in spite of NigePs better, and firmer 
thoughts, a temporary ascendancy over him. Ho 
sought, therefi^re, to compromise .the matter, and 
avoid farther debate, by frankly owning, that if 
to return to his own country were not hisxhbioe, 
it was at least a matter of necessity. '^His^^airs,? 
he said, << were unsettled, bb income precarious.?: 

** And where is he whose affairs are aHtled. or 
whose income is less than pr^carmis, that' is to 
be found in attendance on the ^xmrt i^ sidd Lord 
Dajgamo ; *^ all are cither losing or winning. 
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Thise who hdve wealth, cone hither to ffStmi 
of it, While the happy galkuits who^ like you 
ind ly dear Glemrai^lo^h, have little or nOne, 
have every chance to be duurers in their apoilfli^ 

^^ I have no ambition of that sort,'" said Ni« 
gel, ** and if I had, I must tell you plainlyi 
Lord Dalgamo, I have not the means to d6 so* 
I can scarce as yet call the suit I wear my owni 
I owe it, and I do not bUidi to say so, to the 
friendship of yonder good man.^ 

'*I wiU not laugh again, if I can he^ it,^ said 
Lord Dalgamo* ^* But, Load ! that you should 
have gone to a wealthy goldsmith for your halnt 
ii— why, I could have brought you to an honest 
confiding tailor, who should have f umisbed you 
with half a dozen, merely for love of the little 
wordy ^ lordship,^ which jrou place befiure yout 
iiame f<-<uid then your goldsmith, if he be really 
a friendly goldsmith, should have equipped you 
wilh such a purse of iSur rose-nobles bm would 
have bought you thrice as many suits, or done 
belter things for you.^ 

^ I do. not undenrtand these fksbinns, my 
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shame ; ^< were I to attoid the court of my- So^ 
veragn, it should be when I could mainteiii, 
.without slufttiig or bocrowiog, the dress and r^ 
tuiue which my rank requires.^* 

^^ Which my rank requires !^ said Lord DaL* 
gamo, repeating his last words ; « that^ now, is 
as good as if my father had spoke it. I fancy 
you would love to move to court like him, talL 
lowed by a round score of old blue-bottles, with 
white heads and red noses, with bucklers and 
broadswords, which their hands, trembluig beu 
twixt age and strong waters, can voAb no use of 
••"-AS many huge silver badges on their aims, to 
shew whose fools they are, as would f umiih forth 
« court cupboard of plate-<-*rogues fit for nothing 
-bat to fill our anti-chambers with the flavour of 
onions and genievre— pah T 

^' The poor knaves !"" said Lord Glenvarloeh ; 
'^^ they have served your father, it may be, in the 
^ar8» What would become of them were he to 
turn them off r* 

^< Why, kt them go to the hospital,^ said Dal<- 
gamo, <^ or to the brtdgebend, to sell switdies* 
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The King is a better maa than my &tber, and 
■you 3ee those who have serTed in Jiii wars do iso 
every day ; or, when their blue coats were well 
worn out, they would make rare^ scare-crows. 
Here is a fellow, now, comes down the walk ; 
the stoutest raven dared not come within a }rard 
of that copper nose. I tell you, there is more ser- 
vice, as you will soon see, in ray valet of the 
chamber, and such alither lad as. ray page Lutin, 
than there is in a score of these old memorials of 
the DougUuT wars^ where they cut each others 
4hroals fiir the. chance of finding twelve pemties 
Scots on the person of the slain. Marry, my 
lord, to make amends, they will eat mouldy vic- 
tuals, and drink stale ale, as if their bellies were 
puncheons...But thedinher-bell is going to sound 
•— hark> it is clearing its rusty throat, with a pre- 
liminary jowl. That is another clamorous re^ 
lique of antiquity, that, were I master, should 
soon be at the bottofti of the Thames. How the 
foul fiend can it interest the peasants and me- 
chanics in the Strand, to know that the £arl of 
Huntinglen is sittipg down to dinner ? But > my 
father looks. pur way-«**we must not be late for 
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the grace, or we shall be in dis-grace, if you 
Mill forgive n quibble which would have made 
his Majesty laugh. You vill find us all of a 
piece, and hd:ving been accustomed tO€atin sau- 
cers abroad, I am ashamed you should witness 
our krded capons, out* mouirtains of beef, and 
oceans of <brewis,'a8 large -as Highland hills and 
lochs ^ but 'you shall see better cheer to-morrow. 
Where lodge you ? I wilt^all for you. I must 
be your guide through the peopled desert, to 
certain enchanted lands, which you will scarce 
discover without chart ^€Uid pilot. Where lodge 
you ?^ 

" I will meet 'you in"^ Paul's,^ sard NigeJ, a 
good deal embarrassed, ^^ at any hour you please 
to name.*" 

** O, you would be private,^' said t^ie young 
lord ; " nay, fear not me— I will be no intruder. 
But we have attained this huge larder of flesh, 
fowl, and f]sh.< I marvel the oaken boards groan 
not under it.**^ 

They had indeed arrived in the dining-par- 
lour of the mansion, where the table was super- 
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abundantly loaded, and where the number of aU 
tendants, to. a certain extent, vindicated the sar- 
casms of the young nobleman. The chaplain, and 
Sir MungQ Malagrowther, were of the party 
The latter complimented Lord Glenvarlodi upon 
the impression he had made at court ^* One 
would have thought ye had brou^t the apple of 
discord in your pouch, my lord, or that you were 
the very fire-brand of whilk Althea was deUver- 
ed, and that she had lain^in in a barrel of gun- 
powder ; for the King, and the Prince, and the 
Duke, have been by the lugs about ye, and so 
have many more, that kenned na before this 
blessed day that there was such a man living on 
the face of the earth.^ 

<^ Mind your victuals. Sir Mungo,^ sud the 
Earl ; <^ they get cold while you talk.^ 

'^ Troth, and that needs na, my lord,^ said 
the knight; ^^ your lordship^s dinners seldom 
scald one^s mouth—- the serving-men are turning 
auld, like oursells, my lord, and it is far between 
the kitchen and the ha\^ 

With this little explosion of his spleen, Sir 
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Mungo remaiiied satisfied until the di^es were 
removed, when, fixing his eyes on the brave neW 
doublet of Lord Dalgamo, he complimented him 
on his economy, pretending to recognize it as the 
same which his father had worn in Edinburgh in 
the Spanish ambassador's time. Lord DalgarnO) 
too much a man of the world to be moved by 
any thing from such a quarter, proceeded to 
crack his nuts with great deliberation, as he re^ 
plied, that the doublet Wtts in some sort his fa^^ 
therms, as it was likely to cost him fifty pounds 
some day soon. Sir Mungo forthwith proceeded 
in his own way to convey this agreeable intelli- 
gence to the Earl, observing, that his son was a 
better maker of bargains than his lordship, fbr 
he had bought a doublet as rich as that his loird- 
ship wore when the Spanish ambassador was at 
Holyrood, and it had cost him but fifty pounds 
Scots ; that was no fooPs bargain, my lord.** 

" Pounds sterling, if you please, my lord," 
answered the Earl, calmly, ^' and a fooPs bargain 
it is, in all the tenses. Dalgamo wa>s a fool when 
he bought'— I wtU be a fool when I pay. And 
you, Sir MungOi craving your pardon, are a fool 
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in prcesentif for speaking of what concerns you 
not." 

So saying, the Earl addressed himself to the 
serious business of the table, and sent the wine 
around with a profusion which increased the hi- 
larity, but rather threatened the temperance of 
the company^ until their joviality was interrupt^ 
ed by the annunciation, that the scrivener liad 
engrossed such deeds as required tabe pi^esently 
executed. George Heriot rose from the table, 
observing^ that wine-<cups and legal documents 
were unseemly neighbours. The Earl asked the 
scrivener if they had laid a trencher and set a 
cup for him in the buttery, and received the re- 
spectful answer, that Heaven forbid he should be 
such an ungracious beast as to eat or drink until 
his lordship^s pleasure was performed. 

" Thou sbalt eat before thou goest,!*' said Lord 
Huntinglen, " and I will have thee try, more- 
over, whether a oup.of sack cannot bring some 
colour into, these cheeks of thine^ It were a 
shame to my household, thou should glide out 
into the Strimd after such a spectre-fashion as 
thou now wearest. — Look to it, Dalgarno, for the 
honour of our roof is concerned.'' 
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Lord Dalgamo gave directions that the man 
should be attended ta Lord Gle&varloch and 
the citizen, in the meanwhile^ signed and inter- 
changed, and thus dosed a transaction^ of which 
the principal party concerned understood little, 
save that it was under the management of a zea- 
lous and faithful friend, who undertook that the 
money should be forthcoming, and the estate 
released from forfdture, by payment of the sti^ 
pulated sum for which it stood pledged, and that 
at the tenn of Lambmas, and at the hour of 
noon, and beside the tomb of the Regent Earl 
of Murray, in the High Kirk of Saint Giles, at 
Edinburgh, being the day and place assigned 
for such redemption. 

When this business was transacted, the old 
Earl woidd fain have renewed his carouse ; but 
the dUzen, alleging the importance of the deeds 
he had about Um^ and the business he had to 
transact betimes the next morning, not only re* 
fused to return to table, but carried with him to 
his barge Lord Glenvarlocb, who might, per« 
haps, have been otherwise found more tractable. 

When they were seated in the boat, and fairly 
once more afloat in the river, George Heriot 
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looked bade scnoualy on the mannoii th^ Sad 
Mt «< Timre Bi^,"* he nid, '< the oU liEMhioii 
flndthenew; TheiSntheritlikeaiiobleoldbroad* 
tword, but hanned with nut, from nqfleet and 
inactivky ;«-die son is your modmi rapier, wdl 
HKwnted, faiily gilt, and fashioned to the taste of 
dM time, and it is time must shew if the metal be 
at good as the show* God grant it prove so^ 
•ays an cdd tnead to the ftnnly.^ , 

Nothing of consequence pasMd betwixt them, 
until Lord Glenirarioeh, landing at PauTs Wharf, 
look leave of his friend the citizen, and retired 
to his own apartment, where his attendant, Ri« 
ebie^ not a littje elevated with the events of the 
day, and with the hospitality of Lord HuntiiK 
glen^s house-keeping, gave a most splendid ac- 
count of them to the buxom dame NeUy, who 
rgoiced to hear that the sun at length was sU- 
nmg upon what Richie called the right side of 
tite hedge. 
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CHAPTER XL 



You an not tit thfi ouMiiier n«r tbe timet. 
Thejr have their Tices dow most like to virtues ; 
Yon caimot know them apai^t by any difference, 
Xb«y wear the same dothee, ^ the same meat<- 
Sleep i'the self-same beds, ride in those coaches. 
Of vety Hke four hones In a coach. 
As the best men and women. 

Bek Jowsov. 



Ok th« next ttoniitig, ^U6 Nig^l, hie break- 
fast fltiished, wab thiBUng how he dioiUd employ 
the day, there was a litde bustle upon the stairs 
which attracted his aHebttoti, and presently en- 
tered Dame Nelly, blushing Hke scarlet, and 
sca^e able to bring otit-^^^ A young nobleman, 
sir-*-4)o one less^'' she added, drawing h^ hand 
slightly Oter her \vpti " would be so saucy-^a 
young nobleman, nr, to wait on you T 

And she was followed into the little cabin by 
Lord Dargamo, gay, easy, disembarrassed, and 
apparently as much pleased to rgoin his new ac- 

YOL. I. T 
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quamUmoe as if he had found him in the i^Mirt- 
ments <^a palace. Nigel, on the oontrazy, (f<»r 
youth is slave to such droumstances,) was dis- 
countenanced and mortified at being surprised by 
so splendid a gallant in a diamber, which at the 
moment the el^;ant and hi^-dressed cavalier ap- 
peared in it, seemed yet lower, narrower, darker, 
and meaner to its inhalntant, than it had ever 
shewn before. He would have made sMie apo- 
logy for the situation, but Lord Dalgamo cut 
him short— 

^^ Not a word of it,** he said, '* not a dnj^e 
word-«-I know why you ride at anchor heie— but 
I can keep counsel— so pretty a hostess would 
recommend worse quarters,^ 

^^ On my word— -on my honour,^ said Lord 
Glen varloch — 

<< Nay, nay, make no words of the matter,^ 
said Lord Dalgamo ; '^ I am no teUktale^ nw 
shall I cross your walk ; there is game enough 
in the forest, thank heaven, and I can strike a 
doe for myself.^ 

All this he said in so significant a manner, 
and the eiiplanation whi^ be hud adppt^ seem* 
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ed to put Lord Glenvarlodi'^s gallAntry on so re- 
spectable a foodng, that Nigel ceased to try to un«* 
decave him ; and less ashamed, perhaps, (for such 
is human weakness,) of supposed vice than of real 
poverty, changed the discourse to something else, 
and left poor Dame Nelly^s reputation and his. 
own at the mercy of the young oourtier^s miscon- 
struction. 

He offered refreshments with some hesitation^ 
Lord Dalgamo had long since breakfasted, but 
had just come from playing a sett of tennis, he 
said, and would willingly taste a cup of the pretty 
hostesses angle beer, Tbiswas easily procured, was 
drank, was comtmended, and, as the hostess fiiiled 
not to bring the cup herself. Lord Dalgamo pro- 
fited by the opportunity to take a second and 
more attentive view of her, and then gravely 
drank to her husband^s health, with an almost 
imperceptible nod to Lord Glenvarloch. Dame 
Nelly was much honoured, smoothed her apron 
down with her hands, and said — " Her John was 
greatly and truly honoured by their lordships— 
he was a kind, pains-taking man for his family, 
as was in the alley, or indeed as far north as. 
Paulas Chain.*" 
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8fe waM bm99 y n m u M i ptohUy to ftale 
tke Affintne iMtratt tiiar age^ «ft die Mily dky 
to their oaplHl.kappiMM; bat liar lodger, who 
hail iw afliBd to be tetfaor txpmnd im Vm |^y 
fiindh liilhij, gaio hev, motWM ; tn h|$ wnts 
aiigil f le«>oAewfltt> 

Ijeiri ndgnid kdud ^ter htr, dM hxAfld 
lit GleoTarlodi, shook bis head, and mpeaited tbo 
^lihnirti 



<<H7 load, temieDf jesloaigr— 
It is the green-eyed moBsler wbkh doth msh^ 
jcmc mest it needs ntu " * 



^ Sot foasa,'* he asid, chaacpag Mm tona^ ^ I 
hsKm nai ariiy I ahmild irotxy you thao^I who 
hmne ao flnoy follies of my own, whao I should 
Utttharattahetgatiwi far behighereotall»asMi tdt 
yro ifhcaefiitB'I aaasa** 

Sotsayibg he nadmi aseat, and pkcii^ aoo« 
dierfcr Loidfikajfrarloeh, hi apiioof h» aiuious 
haste to antktpate this act of eouftoiy, he pr». 
Graded in the same tooeof easy fsmiliarity c«^ 

^* We are neighbDurs, ny lord, sbkI are just 
made km) vn to €ach other. Noir, Iknowenoagfa 
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of the dea? N^nrth^ to he ipiil itwrn^dM; fie<yttiflh 
naghbours must be eitber 4Mr ftrimckiior dbidy 
eiieBiieft«»<Hnttsl either watk hiod ki-hatd^ 
anr OfdffioiiMl to twttd^iiemft ; so Z cbuae the hand 
in hand) unless you should reject my ptotkrC^ 

" Hov w«?e it poisible^ my levdi^ mdrlMrd 
Giftjxwhelu ^^ to refme wbai is oflip^so frnkM 
Ij^ even if youf btixfr iad noctmn a secMd&n 
tber to we f-'^-Awi il» be teiok Lord Palj^nai^^a 
hand) he mideA-*^^^ I hava^ I th»ak» losl so timai 
aiiice> dnrbg oae day Vivtiendanea at courts I have 
made a kind Iriend and a poif erful eoeugr.^ 

"^ The friend tha»ka you^ replied ImA Dak* 
gamoy ^^ for yowt just opinioti ( but» lay dauf 
GleiiTBriocl>*«-or rather, for titles are too farmal 
betwteeo ua of the better file^t-what ia your Chpa«' 
taan name ?^ 

<< Nigel,"^ replied Lord Gfeavarkichi 

^ Thai we will be N^ and Makidm to aaeh 
other,'' oaid his visitor, ^^ and my lord to the 
plebeian world around us. But I was thout to 
Hak you whom you supposed your enemy r* 

<^ No less than the alUpowerful &ii»mrite, thu 
greal DuJo of Buekiaghan.'- 
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<* You dream ! What could poisess you with 
siicb an opinion?^ said Dalgomo. 

** He UAd me so himself,^ replied Glenyarloeh ; 
'^ and, in so dcnng, dealt frankly and honourably 
with me.** 

^ O^ you know him not yet,^ said his compa- 
nion ; ^^ the Duke is moulded of an hundred no- 
Ue and fiery quafities, that prompt him, like age- 
serous horse, to spring aside in impatience at the 
katit obstacle to his forward course. Buthemeana 
not what he says in such passing heats— I can do 
more with him, I thank heaven, than most who 
are around him ; you shall go viat him with me, 
and you will see how you shall be received.^ 

^ I told you, my lord,"* siud Glenvarloch firm*, 
ly, and with some haughtiness, ^^ the Duke of 
Buckingham, without the least offence, declared 
Umself my enemy in the face of the court ; and 
he shall retract that aggression as publicly as it 
was given, ere I will make the lightest advance 
towards him.'" 

^* You would act becomingly in every other 
«ase,^ said. Lord Dalgamo, ^ but here you are 
wrong. In the court horizon, Buckingham m 
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Lord of the Ascendant, and as he is adverse or 
favouring, so sinks or rises the fortune of a suitor. 
The King would bid you remember your Phsd- 
rus, 

Arripiens geminas^ ripis oedeutibusy oUss^ 

and so forth. You are the vase of earth ; beware 
of knocking yourself against the vase of iron.^ 

" The vase of earth,'' said Glenvarloch, " will 
avmd the encounter, by getting ashore out of the 
current—I mean to go no more to court.'' 

^' O, to court you necessarily must go ; you 
will find your Scotch suit move ill without it, for 
there is both patronage and favour necessary to 
enforce the sign-manual you have obtained. Of 
that we will speak more hereafter ; but tell me 
in the meanwhile, my dear Nigel, whether you 
did not wonder to see me here so early 7* 

*' I am surprised that you could find me out 
in this obscure corner," said Lord Glenvarloch. 

" My page Lutin is a very devil for that sort 
of discovery," replied Lord Dalgamo ; " I have 
but to say, * Goblin, I would know where he or 
she dwells,' and he guides me thither as if by art 
magic." 
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'f I hope be waiiti not now in the street, my 
loid,^ and Nigel ; ^* I will send my flKTwit to 
«ckhiiB«^ 

*' Do not concern yourtelf— 4e isby thistiiBe,^ 
said Lord Dalgamo, '' playing at hustle-cap and 
chuek-farthing with the most blackguard imps 
upon the wharf^ unless he hath foregone his old 
customs. 

*^ Are you not afiraid,^ said Lmd Glenyarlodi, 
^^ that in such company his morals may btoome 
depraTcd?^ 

'^ Let his company look to their own,"^ an- 
^wered Lord Dalgamo coolly ; << fivr it wiU be a 
company of real fieaods in which Lutm cannot 
teach mora misdiief than be can learn : he is, I 
thank the god^ most thoroughly versed in evil 
for his years. I am qpared the trouble of look- 
ing after bis moralities» for nothing can make 
them either better or worse.'*^ 

'^ I wonda: you can answer this to his parents, 
my lord,^ said Nigel. 

<^ I wonder where I should find .his pajrenta,^^ 
replied his companion, ^^ to render an account 
to them.'' 
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^^ He may be an orphaii^^ aaid Lofd Nigel ; 
*' but surely, bring a page in your lordship^s 
family, bis parents must be cf rank.^ 

^' Of as high rank as the gallows oould exalt 
them to,^ replied Lord Dalgarno with the same 
indifference; '^they were both banged, I beHere 
-^it least the gipsies, from whom I bought him 
five years ago, intimated aft much to me*— -^You 
are surpriaed at this, now. But is it not better, 
that instead of a lazy, conceited, whey-^filoed slip 
of gentility, to whom, in your dd*world idea of 
the matter, I was.bouind to stand S'ur Pedagogue, 
and see that he washed his hands and face, said 
his prayers, learned lusoccMlmf, spoke no naugh- 
ty words, brushed his hat, and wore his best dou- 
blet only of Sunday^— <that instead of such a 
Jacky Gooddiild, I should have something like 
this?^^ 

He whistled shrill and clear, and the page he 
spoke of darted into the j;oom, almost with 'the 
effect of an actual apparition* From his height 
he seemed but fifteen, but^ from his face, might 
be two. or even three years older, very neatly 
made, and richly dressed ; with a thin bronsed 
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visage, which marked his gipsqr descent, and a 
pair of sparkling black eyes, whidi seemed almost 
to pierce through those whom he looked at. 

<' There he is,"" sud Lord Dalgamo, <' fit for 
every elemenU-prompt to execute every com« 
mand, good, bad, at indifferent — ^unmatched in 
his tribe, as rogue, thief, and liar.^ 

^* All which qualities,^ sud the undaunted 
page, ** have each in turn stood your lordship 
in stead.^ 

'^ Out, you imp of Satan T said his master ; 
** vanish — ^begone— or my conjuring rod goes 
about your ears.^ The boy turned, and disap* 
peared as suddenly as he had entered. ** You 
see,^ said Lord Dalgamo, *<that in choosing my 
household, the best regard I can pay to gentle 
blood, is to exclude it from my service— that very 
gallows-bird were enough to corrupt a whole anti* 
chamber of pages, though they were descended 
from Kings and Kesars.^ 

^' I can scarce think that a nobleman should 
need the offices of such an attendant as your 
goblin,V said Nigel ; ** you are but jesting with 
my inexperience.^ 
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*^ Time will shew whether I jest or not, my 
dear Nigel,^ replied Dalgarno; <^ in the mean 
time, I have to propose to you to take the advan- 
tage of the flood-tide, to run up the river for pas* 
time ; and at noon I trust you will dine with me.^ 

Nigel acquiesced in a plan which promised so 
much amusement; and his new friend and he^ 
attended by Lutin and Moniplies, who greatly 
resembled, when thus assodated, the conjunc«> 
don of a bear and a monkey, took possession of 
Lord Dalgamo^s wherry, which, with its badged 
watermen, bearing his lordship^s crest on thar 
arms, lay in readiness to receive them. The 
air was delightful upon the river ; and the live- 
ly conversation of Lord Dalgarno added zest 
to the plea9ures of the little voyage. He could 
not only give an account of the various pdblic 
buildings' and noblemen^s houses which they 
passed in ascending the Thames, but knew how to 
season his information with abundance of anec- 
dote, political inuendo, and personal scandal: 
if he had not very much wit, he was at least 
completely master of the fashionable tone, which 



in thai tine^ m kk cnaa^ noM than m^ffy sup- 
iptimany deficieDCj of the kind. 

it was a style of consenatioa eatMy tew to 
Ins oompaaioB) as wm the iforld whlsh Loid 
Dslganio ofisned to his obiet^ratkNi ; and it is no 
woixkr that Ni^^ aotwitbstaadiiv his oatiffal 
good sense and hif^ n^t^ adsultad, more ma* 
dil J tbin saemsd ooDAstent with ather, the tone 
of sttthoritabva instruetioft which his new firicnd 
atsMWtfd tovasda hint. There would, ind€«d» 
karo been aroie AfficuUy in ooakii^ a atsnd To 
attampi a hi^ and stubbocn tooe of moiaUl^y in 
answer to the hg^X strain of Lord Dalgamo^s 
omveKiatioiiy whii^ kept oo the firanticss between 
jest and eaniest» would have seemed pe d an ti c and 
ridicubtts ; and every attaopt whieb Nigel made 
to comhafc his OQnipamoo''s propositioos, by ie»- 
Miing as jooose as bis own» only shewed his in- 
feriority in that gay species of conlroveivy'. And 
it must be owned^ besides^ though internally dis- 
approving flsueb of what he heard^ Lord Giesh 
varioeh was less alarmed by the languid and 
tnanners of his new associatet than in pmdmee 
he ought to have been. 

6 
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Lord IDalgarno was unwilliog to startle his 
pvowlyte) by insistmg upon any topic which ap- 
peared parciotilarly to jar with his habits or prin* 
dipfei; and he blended his mirth and his earnest 
so dexterously, that it was impossible for Nigel 
tx> disoorer how far he was serious in his propo- 
sitions, or how far they flowed from a wild and 
eatravagant spirit cf nullery. And, ever and 
aoon, those flashes of spint and honour crossed 
his eoBversation, which seemed to intimate, 'that 
when atarrod to action by some adequate motive, 
Xiord Balgarao would prove aomediing very dif- 
ferent from the court-haunting and ease-loving 
voluptuary, which he was pleased to represent as 
his chosen character. 

As they returned down the river. Lord Glen- 
varloch remarked, that the boat passed the man- 
fofiia of Lord Huntinglen, and noticed the cir- 
onnstaace to Lord Dalgamo, observing, that he 
thought they were to have dined there. ^* Sure- 
ly no,^ said the young nobleman, ** I have more 
mer^ on you than to goige you a second time 
with raw beef and canary wine. I propose some- 
thing better for you, I promise you, than such a 
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second Scythian festivity. And as for my fa- 
thar, he proposes to dine to^y with mj grave, 
ancient Earl of Northampton, whilome that cele- 
brated putter-downof pretended prophedies, Lord 
Heniy Howard."^ 

*' And do you not go with him 7^ said hia 
companion. 

^* To what purpose?*^ siud Lord Dalgamo. 
** To hear his wise lordship speak musty politics 
in &lse Latin, which the oldfox always uses, that 
he may give the learned Majesty of England an 
opportunity of correcting his slips in grammar? 
That were a rare employment T 

^< Nay,^ said Lord Nigel, ^* but out of respect, 
to wait on my lord your father.'' 

^' My lord my father,^ replied Lord DiJgamo, 
<^ has blue-botdes enough to wait on him, and 
can well dispense with such a butterfly as myself. 
He can lift the cup of sack to his head without 
my assistance ; and should the said paternal head 
turti something giddy, there be men enough to 
guide his right honourable lordship to his lord* 
ship^s right honourable coudi. Now, do not stare 
at me, Nigel, as if my words were to sink the boat 

10 
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with US. I love my father— -I love him dearly— 
and I respect him too, though I respect not many 
things ; a trusUer old Trojan never belted a broad- 
sword by a loop of leather. But what then ? He 
belcmgs to the old world, I to the new. He has 
his follies, I have mine ; and the less either of us 
sees of the otber*s peccadilloes, the greater will 
be the honour and respect — ^that, i think, is the 
proper phrase, — I say, the respect m which we 
shall hold each other. Being apart, each of us 
is himself, such as nature and circumstances have 
made him ; but couple us up too closely together, 
you will be sure to have in your leash eitha: an- 
old hypocrite or a young one, or perhaips both 
the one and toother. 

As he spoke thus, the boat put into the land* 
ing-place at Blackfriar^s. Lord Dalgamo sprung 
ashore, and flin^ng his dbak and rapier to his^ 
page, recommended to his companion to do the 
like. '^ We are coming among press ctf gallants,^ 
he said ; *^ and if we walk thus muffled, we shall 
look like your tawney-visaged Don, who wraps 
him close in his cloak, to conceal the defects of 
his doublet."" ' 
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** I have known many an honest man do that, 
if it please your loidship,** said Ridiie Moniplies, 
who bad been watching for an opportunity to 
intrude himself cm the conrersation, and proha- 
bly remembet^ what had been his own oondi. 
tbn^ in req)ect to dotfi and doubkt, at a vety 
MDeni penou. 

Lord Dalgamo stared at him, as if surprised 
at Ua asbunmee; but immediately answered^ 
** You may }mrt known inany things, fHend; 
but, in the meanwhfle, you do not know what 
prineipally concerns your master, namely, how 
to carry his doak, so as to shew lo advantage 
the gold-laced seams, and the lining of sables 
See how Lutin holds the 8w<mn1, with the doak 
cast partly over it, yet so^as to set off the emboas- 
ed hih, and the filver work of the mountuig. 
-•-4a«ve your familiar your sword, Nigel,^ he con- 
tinued, addressing Lord Olenvailodi, *^ that he 
may praetke a lesson in an art so necessary.^ 

*' Is it altogether prudenty** said Nigel, uiw 
clasping his weapon, and giving it to Richie, '* to 
walk entirdy unarmed f^ 

*^ And wherefore not f^ said his companion. 
*^ You are thinking now of Auld Reekie, as my 
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father fondly calls your good Scotch cajHtal, 
where there is such bandying of private feuds and 
public factions, that a man of any note shall not 
cross your High Street twice, without endanger* 
ing his life thrice,. Her^* sir, no brawling in thci 
street is permitted. Your bull-headed dti^eo 
takes up the case so soon as the sword is drawn^ 
and diAs is the word.^ 

<^ And a hard word it is,^ said Richie, ^^ as my 
brain-pan kens at this blessed moment.^ . . 

** Were I your master, sirrah,^ siud Lord Dal- 
garno, *^ I would, make your fanun-pan, aa you 
call it, boil over, were you to speak a, word to me 
before you were spoken to*** . 

Bichie murmured some indistinct answer^ hot 
took the hint, and ranked himself behind hismaa^ 
ter along with Lutin, who failed not to expose 
his new companion to the ridicule of the passenk 
by, by mimicking, as often as he could do so un* 
observed by Richie, his stiff and upright stalk- 
ing gait and discontented physiognomy. 

*^ And tell me now, my dear Malcolm,^ said 
Nigel, ^^ where we are bending our course, and 
whether we shall dine at axk apartment of yours." 

VOL. I. n 
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** An apartment of mine — yes, surely,* an- 
swered Lord Dalgamo, '^ you shall dine at an 
apartment of mine, and an apartment of yours, 
and of twenty gallants beside ; and where the 
board shall present belter cheer, better wine, and 
better attendance, than if our whole united exhi* 
bitions went to maintain it We are going to the 
most noted ordinary of London.* 

** That is, in ordinary language, an inn or a 
tavern,* said Nigel. 

'* An inn or a tavern, my most green and sbn- 
pie friend I* exclaimed Lord Dalgarno. ^ No, 
no— ^ese are places where greasy citizens take 
pipe and pot, where the knavish pettifoggers of 
the law sponge on their most unhappy victims 
---where Templars crack jests as empty as their 
BUts^ and where small gentry imbibe such thin 
potations, that they get dropsies instead of get^ 
ting drunk. An ordinary is a late invented in- 
stitution, sacred to Bacchus and Com^is, where 
the first noble gallants ci the time meet with 
the first and most ethereal wits of the age,— 
where the wine is the very soul of the choicest 
grape, refined as the genius of the poet, and an- 
cient and generous as the blood of the nobles. 
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And then the fare is something beyond jour 
ordinary gross terrestrial food ! Sea and land are 
ransacked to supply it ; mid the inventeon of ax 
ingenious eeoks kept eternally upon the rack to 
make their art hold pace with, and if posdble en. 
hance, the exquisite quality of the materials.^ 

« By aU which rhapsody,^ said Lord Glaiirar- 
lodi, *^ I can only understand, as I did ^before, 
that we are going to a dioice -tavern, where we 
shall be handsomely entertained^ on paying pro- 
bably as handsome a reckoning^ 

*^ Beckoning T exclaimed Lord Dalgamo in 
the same tone as before, ^^ perish the peasantly 
phrase ! Wha^ profanation 1 Monsieur le Chera- 
lier de Beaujeu, pink of Paris and flower of Gas- 
cony— he who can tell the age of 'his wine by the 
bare smell, who distils his sauces in an alembic 
by the aid of Lullie'^s philosophy, — ^wha carves 
with such exqiiinte precision, that he gives to 
noble knight and squire die portion of the phea- 
sant which exactly accords with his rank— nay, he 
who shall divide a becafico into twelve parts with 
such scrupulous exaotness, that of twelve guests 
not one shall have the advantage of the other in a 



908 XBB yOBTUNSfi OF NI6SI*. 

hair^s breadth, or the twentieth pait of a dfachsi) 
yet you talk of him and of a reckoning in thd 
tame breath I Why, man, h^ ilKihe well-knowii 
and general referee in all matter^ affecting the 
mjFsteries of Passage, Hazard, In^ and In, Pen- 
neeck and Verquire, and what not-^why, Beatt4> 
jeu is Xing of the Card-pack, and Duke of the 
Dice-box*— A^ call a reckoning like a grcen-apron« 
ed, red*noaed, son of the vulgar spiggot ! Oh, my 
dearest Nigel, what a word yqu have spoken, and 
of what a person ! <That you know lum not, is your 
only apology for such blasphemy; o&d yet I scarce 
hold it adequate, for to have been a day in Lcvn* 
don aud next to know Beaujeu, is a crime of its 
own kind. But you ahaU know him this blessed 
moment, xmd shall learn to hold yourself in hor« 
^ for the enormities you have uttered.^ 

** Well, but mark ypu,'' said Nigel^ ** thia 
worthy chevalier ke^s not all this good cheer at 
ins own cost, does he 7* 

" No, no,* answered Lord Dalgamo; ** there 
is a sort of ceremony which my chevalier^s friends 
and intimates understand, but with which you 
have no business at present. There is, as ma^ 
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^ jMy might «ay, a mfmbdiiim to be disbursed*-^ 

ie in other words, a mutual exchange of courtdded 

I takes place betwixt Beaujeu and hiii guests. He 

e makes them a free present of the dinner and 

V wine, as often as they d^oose to consult thdi^ 

V own feKdty by frequenting his house at the 
hotir of noon, and they, in gratitude, mal^ the 
chevalier a present of a Jacobus. Then, yoU 
must know, that besides Comus and Bacchus, 
that princ^M of sublunary affairs, the IKva For^ 
tuna, is frequently worshipped at Beaujeu\ and 
he, as officiating high-priest, hath, as in reason 
he should, a considerable advantage from a 9h|ire 
of the sacrifice.^ 

^ In other words,** said Lord Glenyarloch^ 
'* this man keeps a gammg-house.* 

** A house in which you may 4:ertainly game,* 
said Lord Dalgamq, '* as ypu may in your own 
chamber, if you have a mind ; nay, I remember 
old Tom Tally played a hand at putt for a wa- 
ger with Qdinze le Va, the Frenchman, during 
morning prayers in Siunt PauPs ; the morning 
was mbty, and the parson drowsy, and the 
whole audience consisted of themselves imd ^ 
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blind old womuh md m> they eaoaped detecU 

^< Eor all thiS) Malcolm,^ said the young lord, 
grairely, << I cannot dine with you to^y, at this 
same ordinary.^ 

<^ And wherefore, in the name of Heaven, 
should you draw back ficom your wordr* said 
Lord Dalgamo. 

^' I do not retract my word, Malcolm^ but I 
am bound, by an early promise to my father, 
never to center the doors of a gaming-hous^.^ 

<^ I tell you this is none,^ said Lord Dalgar- 
BO ; <^ it is but, in plain terms, an eating-house^ 
arranged on civiller terms, and frequented by 
better company^ 4lian others in this town ; and if 
some of them do amuse themselves with cards 
and hazard, they are men of honour, and who 
|day as such, and for no more than they can 
well afford to lose. It was not, and could not 
be, such houses that your father desired you to 
avoid. Besides, he might as well have made you 
swear you would never take the accommodation 
of an inn, tavern, eating-house, or place of pub- 
lic reception of any kind ; for there is no such 
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place of public resort but what your eyes may 
be therdn contaminated by the sight of a pack 
of pieces of painted pasteboard, and your ears 
profaned by the rattle of those little spotted 
cubes of ivory. The difference is, that where we 
go, we may happen to see persons of quality 
amusing themselves with a game ; and in the or- 
dinary houses you will meet bullies and sharp- 
ers, who will strive either to cheat or to swagger 
you out of your money .^ 

<< I am sure you would not willingly lead me 
to do what is wrong,^ said Nigel ; ** but my fa* 
ther had a horror of games of chance, religious 
I believe, as well as prudential. He judged from 
I know not what circumstance, a fallacious one 
I should hope, that I had a propensity to such 
courses, and I have told you the promise which 
he exacted from me.^ 

<' Now, by my honour,^ said Dalgamo, << what 
you have said, affords the strongest reason for my 
inusting that you go with me. A man who would 
shun any danger, should first become acquainted 
with its real bearing and extent, and that in the 
company of a confidential guide and guard. Do 
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you diink I myadf game ? Good fiutfa, my lii* 
tbefs oaks grow too Ceut from Londoo, and stand 
too fast rooted in the rocks of Pertbsfaire, for me 
to troU them down witk a die, thoiJgh I have 
isen whole forests go down like nine^pins. No» 
no— 4heae are sports for the wealthy Southron, 
not for the poor Scottish noble. The place is an 
eating-house, and as such you and I will use it 
If others use it to game in, it is their fralt, but 
neither that of the house nor ours.*^ 

Unsatisfied with this reasoning, Nigel stiU in- 
sisted upon the promise he had given to his &• 
ther, until his companion appeared rather dis- 
pleased, and disposed to impute to him injurious 
and unhandsome suspicions. Lord Glenyarloch 
could not stand this change of tone : He reool- 
lected that much was due from him to JL<»d 
Dalgamo^ on account of his fietther^s ready and 
effident friendship, and something also on ac- 
count of the frank manner in which the young 
man himself had o£fered him his intimacy. He 
had no reason to doubt his assurances that the 
house where they were about to dine did not 
fell under the description of places to which his 

9 
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father^s prohibition referred ; and, finally, he was 
strong in his own resolution to resist every tempt- 
ation to join in games of chance. He therefore 
pacified Lord Dalgamo, by intimating his will- 
ingness to go along with him ; and the good hu** 
mour of the young courtier instantaneously re- 
turning, he again ran on in a grotesque and rho- 
domontade account of the host. Monsieur de 
Beaujeu, which he did not conclude until they 
had reached the Temple of Hospitality over 
which that eminent professor presided. 
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